Insp 
ready to visit 


N 


Iraqi palaces 


Evelyn Leopold In New York 


NITED NATIONS weapons ex- 
perils will wake their first visits 


to Iraq's “presiclential sles" in abut 


two weeks under a ıcl with Bagh- 


dad, UN officials sail on Marclay. 


They said thal the chief weapuns 
inspector, Richard Butler, woulrl go 


to Baghdad at about the same lime 
as the experls slart work. "The plan 
by the UN secretary-general, Kofî 
Annan, for inspections of Iraqi Pres- 
ilent Sadrlam Hussein's palaces fol. 


lowecl the agreement wilh Iraq last 
month tn open cighl “presidential 
silts" to UN arms inspectors. 

‘Ihe UN weapons experts will be 


diplomats, auing 


ıccompanied by 


as what observers have dubber a 


"dignily police". 


U 


ugh 


equipment that coukl be used for 
repression or terrorism, The US 


and the European llnion already | 


have an arms emhargo. 

But Russia would not support 
denying visas to senior Yugoslav 
and Serbian officials responsible for 
repression, or a halt to government 
export credits financing Serbian 
privatisation. 

All six countries — which also 
include France and Italy — con- 
demned the “deplorable” actions of 
Serbian police and the "terrorist 
actions” of the Kosovo Liberation 
Army (KLA). They asked Mary 
Robinson, the former Irish presi 
dent and now the UN High Commis- 
sioner for Human Righls, to visil the 
province. 

Mr Cook and Ms Albrighl pushed 
for agreement to empower the 


ets To 


Britain and three 


Monday to punish 


President Slobodan Milosevic for 
his crackdown on ethnic Albanians 
nihe Serbian province of Kosovo. 
The British Foreign Secretary, 
Robin Cook, chairing the Contact 
Group set up to handle the Bosnian 
war, pushed through four imınediate 
measures and a warning that asaets 
abroad of the Yugoslav ancl Serbian 
governments woulcl 
repression in the largely Albaniarn- 
populated province continues. 
In Kosovo's capital, Prislina, 
50000 ethnic Albanians held their 


be frozen if 
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West gets 
with Milosevic 


lan Black in London 
and AP In Pristina 


USSIA joined the United | 


olher Western countries in 
backing an arms embargo against 


GUARDIAN WEB 
Neronê 19% 


vliet's yellow card for a swingin 
allempled late tackle, the hi 
verdict ont the visitors was that they 
{oak defeat well. Only a side sil 
the necessary oomph, though, can 
hope 1o overtake them in te 
league. 1 

Rober! Armstrong writes: Wasps, f + 
fizzing willı creativity, went TT 
way towards redeeming a medigtre 
season with a 41-7 victory over lor | 
don Iriah at Sunbury last Saturdey ' 
The Wasps captain Lawrence Dıl 
laglio had every reason to feel saig 
fied with such a rich haul of poink, 
including four tries, against opp 
nents who had beaten Wasps ina 
league game in the autuma. 

Wasps would have added to lut 
try count had their handling been f ° 
slicker but it was the Irish who com 
mitted the more costly errors, allow. 
ing Gareth Rees to rack up 2: 
points, including five penalties. i 
was a sobering experience for thr 
visitors’ new coach Dick Best. 

Wasps quickly seized control up ' 
front. Dallaglio exercised substar : 
tal influence, and for long periods 
the Irish offerecl only token rese ; 
tance. In effect Wasps had the gar 
won by half-time thanks to two cor 
verted tries plus four penalty goal . 
Early in the second half e 
Humphreys was substiluled b 
Sean Burns, whose Hdventuru ; 
play-making enabled the Irish t0: 
ınake a more positive impact. iî 
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States, 


¢ Î Tugoslavia on 


gval the Irish finally got off 
mark with a try by Conor O'Shea , 
Suelı temerily İn breaching 
Wasps line ınerely roused their op 
punenis from near conplacency a 


€ 
£ 


old, left, and Dean 
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We also learned something new 
about Newcastle, branded “the dirti- 
est sicle in the competition" by the 
Northampton lock Jason Chandler | Rees had larıded his fifth peva 


in the local paper on the eve of th 
game. Outside the ground befor 


the kick-off they were even dis- 
cussing which of the Falcons should 
be set upon by a slavering Alsatian 


. . Newcastle’ Richard Arn: 
Ryan put the squeeze on Matt Dawson 


Double indemnity . 


over fom lan Hunter's cleverly 
timed pass, it reinforced Ian 
McGeechan’s opinions about club 
rughy’s place in any revised English 
structure. “It’s interesting that the 
two countries who are doing s0 well 
at the moment have a club-based 
game,” said the Northampton coach 
knowingly. “What else do you want? 


32 SPORT 


Rugby Union Tetley's Cup, quarter finals 


Northampton clip 
Falcons’ wings 


sidering whether to cite Pat Lam lor 
the punch in injury-time which 
broke an unsuspecting Gregor 
‘Townsend's nose, oping eventually 
not to proceed, It right have been a 
different story had they lost hut a 
grubby aftermath would have de» 
tracted from a wholesome eı 
counter. : 

There were a host of impressive 
individuals, not least Grant Seely 
and Matt Allen for Northampton 
and the Falcons’ pantomime villain 
Ryan; whose 29th-minute try put his 
side 76 ahead at halftime. Yet the 
day was defined by three tackles. 
The first, a classic big hit by Tim 
Rodber on Va'aiga Tuigamala, is 
destined for video immortality; then 
Allen's iınprobable success in catch’ 
ing and stopping a flying Tony Un’ 
derwood in the second half which 
merely enhanced his growing repu- 
tation. 

The third, by Malt Dawson with 
less than two minutes of normal 
time left and Newcastle 147 down, 
nailed the game. A sniping Gary 
Armstrong looked certain to scare, 
only for Dawson somehow to flip 
the Scotland captain backwards Just 
shy of the line. Paul Grayson's sec- 
ond drop goal in injury-time com- 
pleted a job expertly done. 


Robert Kitson at 
Franklin Qardens 


EWCASTLE defeats, like 

Robin Reliants on the Ml, 

come past only rarely and 
thîs particular one, 17-7 by an im- 
pressive Northampton sicle last Sat- 
ıırday, laci to be seen to be belleved. 
A shudılering cup tie stacked with 
commitment and passion was quite 
simply a wonderful occasion for 
those who foarn at “rugby basket- 
ball" or have been longing to see thé 
Falcons slanmlunked by traditional 
nieans. 2 2 

Northanıjıton, beaten twice in the 
league alreadly this season by Dean 
Ryan's enforcers, defiantly battened 
down their haloes and tackled like 
demons to inflict the visitors’ first 
domestic defeat in 20 games this 
season. 

Franklins Gardens is scarcely a 
rugby cathedral to rival Twicken- 
ham but Rob Andrew, Newcastle's 
director of rugby, felt the 8,300 
crowd had wlitnessedl the next best 
thing to an international. “That's nol 
much below international stan- 
dlard," he sald. "With respect, I 
think the top four or five sides in the 
first division [Premiership One] 
woaukl beat Wales, Scotland and [re- 


0 UN officials sakcl the first visits 1o 
land, and Northampton arc in that If Newcastle's discipline wobbled | You've got talented players from | dog, its collar decorated in | the Irish conceded two more tries | biggest demonstration in a decade. | Hague War Crimes Tribunal to all elght presidential campnunıls 
category." at crucial times, conspicuously İn | around the world, you've got pres- | Northampton colours. the closing stages. ا‎ in nearby Srbice many fami- | gather information on the Kosovo would be "baseline" surveys lu stl 

Also in keeping with current Five | the 58th minute when a forward | sure, you've got an atuosphere and “Ryan'll be sent off anyway, we : refused to bury 60 victinıs of | events. the groundwork for (uture inspec- 
Nations practice, ° Northampton | scuffle disrupted their defensive Î you've got players who have to pet- | need to get Andrew,” insisted a gate- | Seml-final draw: Wasps v Sele: fghting last week whose bodies Ethnic Albanians, ıneanwlıile, 


tions of these sites, which Iraq had 
declarecl to be of linuits, 
The visits woull be conducted by 


sald at least 52 people, including 
women andi children, oll men and 


kere returned by the Serbs. They 
14 wonıen and 12 children, 


Ties to be played March 28 


man. In fact, apart from Lam's late j Northampion v Saracens. 
indiscretion and Paul Van Zand- 


form. I don't think it comes much 
harder than that at any level." 


cordon sufficiently to allow Allen to 
exploit the narrow sile and dive 


gpent pari of Saturday evening 
studying video evidence before con- 


according to officials of the moder- 


entire families, had died in the sec- 
ale League of Kosovo (LDK), the 


ond sweep by Serbian police last 
week. 


inspectors and led by the «liplomat 
Jayarıtha Dhanapala. Mr Dhanapala 


Golf Dubai Desert Classic 


2 Anewspaper Icon confused the 


GryDtic CrFOSSWOrQ by Araucaria 


will remain in Iraq for the first eight 
Inspections but then return to New 
York and appoint a deputy for sub- 


An ethnic Albanlan refugee in Kosavo tries to cornfort her grandson 
ds they hide from Serbian police 


“The Serb regime lıas commitledl 
an atrocity," sald Enver Maloku, 
spokesman for the ethnic Albanians' 


biggest Albanian political party in 

Kosovo, led by Torahim Rugova, 

As foreign ministers gathered in 
ı the spectre of the starl of 


capital (8) 
3,1 Time aff, in the style of 
perishin' subject's pubftcity, 


PHOTO: MLADEN ANTONOV | sequent visits. His report on Inspec- 
begins Keats's poem's story he Yugoslav wars of 1991 hung |: Kosovo Information Centre. Some : tona will be subnzitled to Mr Butler. 
1 (1,3,1,4,2,3,5) David Davies in Dubai wer the meeting, “I's ethnic cleans- | bodies were so badly burned that | the alleged lender of the KLA. But | The Contact Group also endorsed | ‘The inspectors, part of the UN 
4 See11 ing all over again,” the US secretary | they could not be idlentifled. many relatives were refusing to pick | a new nıisslon led by the former | Speclal Commission (Unscom) 
5 See 26 NE year to the weck after Î state, Madeleine Albright, said. | . The official death toll fron .last | up the bodies, demancling autopsles | Spanish prime minister Felipe 


hunting and accounting for Iraq's 


weapons of mass destruction, had 


by internationally appointecl foren- |' Gonzalez, the special representative 


week's two sweeps of villages west 
of Pristina included 46 Albanlanš 


understands is the 


only kind of pressure Presi- 


1n tht year that he secured hls 


only major so far, tie US dent Milosevic 


José Mêrla OlnzAbal re- 
turned to competitive golf, he 


6 Bêgihning of titla of Keats's 
poem entitléêd , . . (8) 


kind sic experts who, the Contact Group | of the Organisation for Security and j been prohibited from searching all 
7 Supporter on his own Is a fkdgêt | won the Desert Classic. Mastera, lhst imposes a real price on his | and six Serb policernen. ' |: said, should be İnvlted in to investi |: Co-operation in Europe, with a | but one ofthe presidential sites. 
,@ 2 The Spaniard, out of golf for On a day when high winds cr j | Unacceptable behaviour.” Agsoclated Press Television ‘and | gate allegations of extrajudiclal | specific mandate to address the The purpose of the first inspec- 
8 Revenue docked by tali tlp Off, İ 18 months, made his comeback | ated a minor desert storm, u : preparatory work it | an AP photographer managed to gei | killings. situation in Kosovo. tions is to test Iraq's willingness to 
` nût a fitting quallty (15)' ` here last year; finished 12th and | ing soared and Olazûbal, three َ hours of intensive talk to agree | into Srbica, : which was heavily | “We demand that President Milo- In a move apparently timed to j honour Mr :Annan's deal, which 
١ 16 Ging away secrets, like the promised to return and win. behind Robert Karlsson modest package, . 2 patrolled by police, and briefly saw a Î sevic now commences a political | influence events in London, the | averted a United States-led military 
1 brook left earller on (8) ' Last Sunday, agalnst unimiagin- overnight, fashioned afolr Mr Cook, Ms Albright and Ger. | construction yard where dozens of | dialogue with the moderate, peace- | Serb deputy chief of Kosovo, Veljko | strike for the time being. But the US 
: 17: Power circles In 20, 'undar which | able odda, he did so. under-par 68 for a 19-under, Klaus Kinkel had to work | bodies — covered by one long white | ful leadership of the Kosovar people .| Odalevic, announced: “The opera- Î and Britain have kept Iroops, planes 
1 26 5 wrote (4,4) : ` Before the start he was total of 269. That was good ۳ 1€ to persuade Russia's |: sheet, with heads and legs protrud- | in order to find a solution that'pro- | tion to liquidate the heart of Kosovo Î and warships'in the Gulf in case the’ 
8 18 Make an anermy of Sergeant strongly advised by a doctor not | enough to win by three aol n Primakov — who. had |: iag—~ were lined up In two rows, vides the increased autonomy that '| terrorism has ended.” accord falls apart. — Reuters 
١ Turner (8) ° ع‎ to play after contracting pharyn- | from the Auatraliah, Stephe Ne ln Moscow — to back. United | Police allowed thé television crew | the people of Kosovo want, and to | — 

20 Ses 11 .| gitia. He had a teraperatuire of Allan. 0 dl ations consideration of an arms | to fllm'.only .one body,’ which they | which they’ are entitled,” Mr Cook Î Comment, page 12 E KECE : 
1ْ 21 Hammer plant that's withered 39.4C and “êvery muscle Karlsson, a higl-balî i fmbargo and refusal to supply ! clnimed:waa that of Adem’ Jashat, Û said. ' N : ” ° | Washington Post, page 15 Israeli generals 3|: 
round lake In Keats poem (6) ° | ached”. The doctor told him, ' | suffered in the conditleoa : پچ لب‎ 1 ress for peac 
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS 3 


The Week 


USSIA is to press ahead with 

work on building a $860 mil- 
lion nuclear power plant in Iran, 
as its smaller neighbour Ukraine 
bowed to pressure from the US 
to turn ita back on the project. 
Russian firms had been looking 
to Ukraine's state-owned AOA 
Turboatom plant to design and 
build the turbines. 


HE government of Zimbabwe 

has given in to international 
pressure by softening its coniro- 
versial programme to seize 
white-owned farms for landless 
blacka without paying for the 
land, a UN report said. 


ER RICH PRIEBKE, .4 farjogr 
tenced to life İn j انز‎ for! his role in 
the 194-4 massacre of 335 men 
and boya at the Ardeatine Caves 
near Rome, vowed to take his 
case to the European Court of 
Human Righta. 


A? AVALANCHE hit u village 
in tle Salang aren of Afghun- 
istan, killing at least 70 people. 
Rescue workers have retrievel 
70 bodies from the area at the 
foat of the Hindu Kush, 1OOknı 
north of the capital, Kabul, 


T LEAST 32 people were 

killed in the Sri Lankan 
capital, Colombo, when a sui- 
clde bomber blew up a minibus 
in front ofa police station neur 
the city ceutre. 


ZER WEIZMAN, Israel's 
president, won a second 
term in a parllamentary vote, 
easily beating Shaul Amor, a 
' challenger backed by the prime 
minister, Binyamin Nel u. 
. ` Washington Past, page 15 


HE presidential candidate of . 

f Paraguay’s ruling Colorado . |. 
pArty, retired general lino 
Oviedo, has been jailed for 
„ 10 years by a military tribunal 
for a falled coup attempt in 1996. 


RESYTDENT Ernesto 
Samper'’s ruling Liberal 
` party won congresslonal elec 
tions in Colombia. But the poll, 


that any Eurapean-led intervention 
would have no clout without the 
threat of economic sanctions. 

Marwan Kanafani, a spokesman 
for the Palestinlan Authority presi- 
dent, Yasser Arafat, welcomed the 
call for a halt in the coustruction of 
Jewish setilements and a significant 
Israeli withdrawal (roın the West 
Bank in return for a “100 per cent" 
Palestinian effort agaiust terrarlsm. 

But he added: “It would be god 
if the words of Mr Cook were 
backed up by the weight of Europe. 
Ifthe Europeans use thelr economic 
influence on Israel it can be very 
effeçtive,” 


Mr Netanyahu's 


spokesman, 


David Bar-Tllan sacl: “Our reaction is 
the same as it's always been — (hat 
the European approach is so pro- 
Palestinian and one-sided that li’'s 
very di[flcult to imagine thenı acting 
as a ınediator. That role can only be 
taken by the Us at his time.” 


ng are aurrounded by riot police at an ‘Tnternatlonal 
Women’s Day protest in Istanbul. Women across the world defled threats,, abuse and religious tradition 


, PHOTOGRAPH: MUKAD SEZER: 


Zhu Rongjl, a politburo member and 
` former major’ of Shanghai. ‘His 
res ا‎ from economic 


1 held amid rebel attacka lı which 


' atleast 19 people were killed, 
was:marred by abstention: 
Rost, 16 |. 


HRE! yîvors bf ofthe. 
; Î. Dionne qrintupleta, who .: 
rê turned Into tourist aftrac- , 
{jana by the Ontario government . 
in Canada, are, to:be pl $4 e 
lpn in Compensation. 
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Israeli generals call for peace 


ments in the West Bank and Gaza is 
deslgned to undernıine thelr claims 
to a national homeland. 

“Ã government that prefers main- 
taining settlements beyond the 
Green Line to solving the historic 
conflict and establishing normal re- 
lations in our region will cause ı13 to 
question the righteousness of our 
path,” the letter sald. 

Meanwhile Israelis and Pales- 
tinians found themselves in unaccus- 
tomed agreentent about the 
prospects for a newly launched 
Mlddle East peace initiative by tlıe 
British Foreign Secretary, Robin 
Cook. Spokesmen for both sides said 
it was unlikely to have any inıpact, 

The Israell government said that 
Europe was too one-sided to act as 
mediator, while Palestinians argued 


bours, and "gdvı : 
wards the 21st century’ : 
1 The speeçh iu the Grêat Hell ‘of 
‘the „People was. 3 
time. min 


1, a e he hat 


The letter was signed by the 
cream of the countrys security 
establishment from the past decade, 
Including a former army chief of 
staff, Tsvi Tsur, a former police 
inspector-general, Yosef Nahmias, 
and 11 retire major-generals. 

IsraelkPalestinian peace talks 
collapsed a year ago after Mr 
Netanyahu's decision to launch a 
Jewish settlement in Arab East 
Jerusalem, which Israel captured in 
the 1967 Middle East war along with 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip, 

The petition focused on Mr Netan- 
yahu's policy of giving political and 
financial support for the expansion 
of Jewish settlements on Palestinian 
territory behind the “Green Line” 
pre-1967 border, Palestinians fear 
that the annexation of land by settle- 


Ek : ا‎ 
Gender agenda . . . A mother protects her child 


Julian Borger 


ORE than 1,500 reserve 
officers from Israel's army 
and police force, including 


prime. 

Netanyahu, to abandon his policy of 
expanding Jewish settlements in 
Palestinian areas and choose peace 
inslead. 


Their letter — a near-copy of a 
historic letter sent by retired offi- 
ces lwo decades ago which 
launched the Peace Now movement 
— sald Israeli rule over 2.5 milion 


it difftcult for us to identify with the 
path the Israeli state is folowing". 


UIA trains 
Arafat's spies 


Tim Welner in Washington 


8 CIA haş beeıı training the 
securily forces of the Palestinian 
;uhorily i in the arls uf espionage, 

trgathering, interrogatiun 
3 other securily techniques, i- 
cording to United Slates goverır 


ment officials. 

'3 knowledge, CIA 
ا‎ and covert opera- 
tions officers have been instructing 
1 senior and middle-ranking Palestin- 

in security officials in the US since 
ا‎ 0 the officials said. FBI 


programme has (wo alms, the 
elê sald. The first is to improve 
inian securily forces’ pro- 


violent interrogaliol techniques; its 
em prohibit torture. The Pales- 


ı to Issue an array of demanda . 


China moves to limit regional meltdown 


ple'a Congress, the largely impotent 


. Andrew Higgins In Belling ___ body that meets once a year to en- 


HE Chinese prime minister 
Peng, outlined Plans last’ 
tha _hlagted bu 


` lions redyipdait in the hope of gire 
E the economy succumbing: to 


their custody i in the past 
Rgkis ap, Corin to Human 


qa alning takes 'place within a 


1 
1 
1 
1 


Security services e Israef's internal’ |: 
SORE, Bet. The CIA 
Tr Toract Laa_ hj 

ander the agreement, whi 


helped to make |. 
و‎ 
— New York Times 
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Briefly 


MN readers no doubt were 
amused, if not bemused, to find 
George F Wil, from his empyrean 
perch, contending that the United 
States presidency lıas only recently 
been stained by vulgarians (Fehry 
ary 15). One wonders where he was 
hibernating during the doubletaking 
administrations of Richard Nixon 
and Ronald Reagan, That the current 
emperor is a liar who romps regi 
larly with the palace tarts should nat 
shock anyone who witnessed the 
systematic deceit aııd crininal prac 
tices of Republican regimes in ihe 
seventies and eighties, The name of 
the game, surely, is diddling the 
underlings, and Will appears naive 
indeed supposing that the next 
office-holder can purify an institution 
that is intrinsically corrupt. 

Robert MacLeod, 

Sirdar, BC, Canada 


OUR editorial and obituary of 

Enoch Powell were 
phrased (February 15). In 19%, 
when Powell made that infamous 
speech, it was the perlod wlıen peo 
ple from all political colours could 
speak with vigour without being 
marginalised. Many of us who were 
undergraduate students, including 
some of the present cabinet, were 
grieved that racism became rè 
spectable. lt was a sad day. To read 
Tony Blair, whom you quote 25 s8 
ing “he was one of the great figures 
of 20th century", has revived greal 
pain in many of us who were Wi 
ness to those anguished days in 
Britain, 
Jamil Rashid, 
Kingston, Ontario, Canada 


T IS strange that the Countryside | 


Alliance has only arisen since 
election of this Labour government 
(March 8), reminding me of 
League of Housewives, which 4F 
peared in the fifties during the post 
war Labour government, only 
disappear when ihe Conservatives 
returned to power. 

K Tallow, 
Wirral, Merseyside 


ITH more than £20 million to 
give away, it seems that Diana 
did not leave a penny to charity, 


stead leaving virtually all her esilé 
to members of Britain's 

family. Is this the caring priı 

David Hedley, 

Hebden Bridge, Yorkshire 


MUST confess at being "euprisett 
1 the shocked tone of the article 
the advanced fee fraud origin! 
from Nigeria (February 15). 1 
ever flrst colned the “There 
one born every minute” was M8! 

a slight underestimatlon. 
Chris Barnett, 
Tokyo, Japan 


extent of such cross-media owner- 
ship. I therefore applaud those 
authors who withdraw from their 
contracts: with HarperCollins, aul 
suggest that we, the buyers and 
readers of books, should also make it 
known that we would rather buy our 
books from publishers with integrity. 
Hugh Jones, 

Nedlands, Western Australia 


HAYE not at any time, not even by 
implication, said that I was think- 
ing of leaving HarperCollins, When 
asked if 1 was going to leave, I said 
that when you are very angry it is a 
bad time to nıake decisions, I think 
that Rupert Murdoch has behaved 
shamefully. 
Doris Lessing, 
London 


"HE greatest change for the bet- 

ter that we have seen in West- 
ern history has been the acceptance 
of free speech and criticism as an 
inviolable right. 

With his actions in appeasing the 
Chinese government, Rupert Mur- 
doch shows his lack of respect for 
this and betrays his lack of interest 
in anything except money. That 
such a man can dominate the 
British press and be supported by 
the Government is very worrying 
for the future of free speech. 

Alan Moore, 
Norwich, Norfolk 


From bad 
to worse 


"HAT inveterate United Nations 

basher Martin Woollacott could 
not resist castigating the deal bro- 
kered with Iraq by Kofi Annan 
(Middle East in need of tough US 
approach, February 15). He algo, e 
passant, (ook an unfair swipe at the 
“emotional wilfulness" of the softies 
who worry about “the harm irr 
flicted on Iraqis by sanctions, or 
threatened by American bombs” 
and upbraided Russia and France 
for their “patent greed” for trade 
and oil deals with Iraq (does he 
imagine that the US ever acts out of 
anything else but selfinterest?). 

Wlile I would not quarrel with 
Woallacott's general diagnosis of 
the way the West has handled {he 
crisis up to now, he does not sug- 
gest how it might best have been 
resolved. 

"This is not to say that an Ameri- 
can attack, if it had come or if it still 
comes, would not have the same or 
worse results [than the deal],” he 
writes. If the deal was bad, and 
bombing bad or worse, what, pray, 
is the third course of action that 
Woollacott would have preferred? 
Peter Graham, 

Mourjou, France 


LAN TRAVIS concludes that 
since young British voters — 
aged 18 to 24 ¬— give the strongest 
backing for a military campaign, 
and that support appears to decline 
with age, it follows that those now in 


ing life with loans to repay. The level 
of debt in the student population, 
not the size of bonuses in the City, is 
a more realistic indicator of the 
problem recruiters face. 

Sara Davidson, 

People In Aid, London 


HE decline in VSO recruitment 

is merely a symptom of a 
greater malaise in Britain: failure to 
admit and accept responsibility for 
its colonial past. This is my feeling 
after teaching in South Africa's 
townships for nine years. 

In the case of South Africa, 
Britain's [ailure should be ad- 
dressed at government level; with 
an apology from Tony Blair for colo- 
nial oppression in that country and 
with massive development aid given 
on a scale not considered before. 
Charles Landon, 

Iilerberg, Germany 


Taxing 
questions 


N COMPARING European and 

United States tax rates it is impor- 
tant to bear in mind that, in the US, 
medical costs are generally not cov- 
ered by the government and are not 
included in tax rates (Continental 
drift may undermine EU vision, 
February 22). The same goes for 
college tuition. These costs must be 
paid: it's only a matter of how the 
burden is shared out. In the US, 
health insurance is a payroll deduc- 
tion but not a tax. 

Once these costs axe factored in, 
it can be seen .that Europe and the 
US are much nearer to parlty and 
the European mode! is arguably 
fairer and less stress-inducing. To 
assume, as Martin Walker seems to 
do, that Americans have more dis- 
posable income is just not correct. 

Nor is it true that unemployment 
is markedly lower here, US unem- 
ployment statistics do not count wel- 
fare recipients, while European 
statistics do. Welfare reform may 
change this, but the point is that the 
two economies are riot 80 far apart. 
Roger Dedl, 

Columbus, Ohio, USA 


HEN Martin Walker was on 
holiday from writing the 
Washington Diary Î used to enjoy 
his pieces written from outside the 
DC Beltway when he returned. Now 
that he is writing his new column I 
have been asking myself what the 
European Union equivalent of "be- 
yond the beltway" might be. Any 
ideas? 
Ben Lovell, 
Wilmington, Delaware, USA 


Murdoch is 
the message 


Ee decision of HarperCollins 
not to publish Chris Patten's 

book, apparently 8o as not to jeopar- 
dise the proprietors commercial 


2 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


The young are not more 
selfish, just more in debt 


lowance of $170 per' month in what 
is, as Time magazine recently re- 
ported, the most expensive city in 
Africa and the 19th most expensive 
in the world. 

Imported goocls are at least twice 
the British price. I live n a house 
with no running water and one fan 
pald for’ by VSO. I receive excellent 
medical care but no dental care, 
which is unaffordable on my al- 
Jowance. VSO have decided that we 
are n0 longer entitled to use refıig- 
erators; recently the temperature 
reached 40C with 100 per cent 
humidity. 

1 have chosen to be a volunteer 
and have found the experience per- 
sonally rewarding. I don't, however, 
think it selfish for people in Britain 
not to wish to live in similar con- 
ditions. 

Piers Vimpany, 
DaresSalaam, Tanzania 


HE challenge for many develop- 

ment agencies is how to pro- 
mote host-country staff, who make 
up the largest part of their work- 
force. None the less, interest in 
working for an international ald 
agency remains higher in Britain 
than the article suggests. 

A survey of 116 British aid agen- 
ciea by International Health Ex- 
change and People In Ald found that 
2,600 expatriate staff were recruited 
in 1996-97. Yet the group of agen- 

cles surveyed received 3,000 job 
inquiries a week. The expênsion of 
university courses in development 
and humanitarian assistance is fur- 
ther testimony of interest and com- 
mitment from a generation that our 
research suggests is no more “self 
ish" than its predecessors. 

But graduates now begin work- 


HE much-publicised fact that 
Britain's Voluntary Service 
Overseas has experienced a fall in 
numbers of volunteers says little 
about either young people or their 
attitudes (VSO fights shortage of re- 
cruits, March 8), VSO lakes no vol- 
unteers younger than 23 and 
demands professlonal skills aud ex- 
perience. As a result, the young Ppeo- 
ple in a position to volunteer cannot 
do so with VSO, even lf they wislı to. 
Yet this one statement from VSO 
has been taken as proof that a new 
generation has undergone a funda- 
mental shift in attitudes from en- 
tightened altruism to selfishness. 
Pressures of time and money are 
surely greater than they once were. 
‘There is, for example, little prospect 
of survival orı state benefits, even if 
there is entitlement to tiıem. Stu- 
dent finances are ever tighter, and 
with ıo serious prospect of a state 
pension in 40 years’ time, even the 
young must invest their resources. 
Fulltime volunteering in the UK is a 
daunting prospect to those of us 
who have considered it. In the case 
of voluntary work abroad, charities 
— rightly — give manual work in 
developing countries to local people, 
Maybe the best explanation is 
that the ageing sixties generation, 
conscious of their failure to live up 
to the naive ideals of their own 
youth, are reacting by turning their 
guilt to blame, and passing it on to 
their children. 
Andrew Jackson, 
Chester, Cheshire 


S A volunteer working in Dar- 
egSalaam, Tanzania, I was surt- 
prised by the VSO accusation of 
selfishness. The realities of being a 
volunteer here are living off an al- 
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40 years have simply lost interest - 
. Antkony Maye, 
Rixensart, Belgium 


impartiality and ethics. 
National governments seem un- 
willing or unable to set limits to the . 
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS 5 


armchair geopollticians — national 
interest, vital ecaonornlc interests, 
spheres of influence — are all lifted 
from US policyspeak, 

That makes it no easter for diplo- 
nats trying to keep any one of the 
many points of tension with Russia 
from leading to the first serious 
breakdown in relations since the cok 
lapse of the Soviet Union. Satisfac- 
tion at Mr Prîmakoyv’s endorsement 
of limited Nato expansion aad the 
cooling of the [raqi crisis Is already 
fading as Kosovo and the Baltic 
states’ desire to join Nato loom. 

Mascow rentalns heavily lepen- 
dent on Western loans to fund its ar- 
duous slog towards a functioning 
market economy. If the West ever 
got to the point of threatening to cut 
that money off, it would mean the 
post-cold-war consensus had al- 
ready broken down. 


The row, last week prompted the 
kind of solidarity Moscow showed 
in respect of Iraq. Gone are the days 
when a pro-Western foreign min- 
istry and presidency Ignored Rus- 
sla's nationalist parliament. 

Western Europe and the US look 
like facing the same Russian una- 
niınity on the latest Yugoslav crisis, 
The chance of keeping Moscow be- 
hind sanctions, let alone military 
action, İs slim. 

As with Iraq, Russia's interest in 
having Yugoslavia left alone is more 
commercial than sentimental or 
anttWestern. 

Russia's emergent foreign policy 
is a kind of crooked homage to the 
US. The buzz words of Moscow's 


sensus İs a question of when, not if, 

Hours after a Russian foreign 
ministry official denounced Western 
threats to renew sanctions against 
Belgrade as unacceptable, President 
Boris Yeltsin's senior foreign policy 
adviser, Sergei Yastrzhembsky, sald 
Moscow was considering the un- 
precedented step of unilateral sanc- 
tions against Latvia. 

While there is sympathy in the 
West for Moscow's complaint that 
the many ethnic Russians in Latvia 
are denied civil rights, the threat of 
sanctions will disconcert Europe and 
the United States. No injured were 
reported in the Riga demonstration, 
which was a protest at lıigh ulility 
bills, not racial discrimination. 
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been so 
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Moscow’s eastern view of the world 


the world barely noticed: the break- 
ing up by Latvian police of a protest 
meeting of about 2,000 elderly ethnic 
Russians in the capital, Riga. 
Relations were further stralned 
by a complaint from Moscow tlıat 
vandals had desecrated the tomb of 
Soviet soldiers — mostly Russians, 
presumably — who had dled .in 
Latvia In the second world war fight- 


traged, | ing the Nazis. The foreign ministry 


said the incident had the “obvious” 
sanction of the Latvian government. 

These were further signs of what 
became clear during the latest Iraqi 
crisis: the world-views of Moscow 
and Washington are on increasingly 
divergent paths and the breakdown 
of the fragile post-1991 security con- 


Harn up 


You can now earn up to 7.30%* on your savings and ا‎ 


sti enjoy instant access to your money with the new. . 


Postal Instant Access Account from Bristol & West 


International, 


The account Is slmple to operate - all transactlons ãre 


done swiftly by post and you can open an account with ' 


aş little as £10,000. 


j3i} Plaasa tick boa for de1ails an the Postal instar Access Accounl 


, TEEPHOME 


DxIE OF aH 
e ل‎ 


"t3: rom Bustot & West iriternatlonêl, 


AE (ARR NSS) 


COMMENT 
James Meek 


HE use of force was revolt 
Ing, sald the Russian foreign 
minister, Yevgeny Primakov. 


happened. 
human rights should be violated like 
his at the erıd of the 20th century.” 
The death of dozens of people in 
Kosovo was far from their thoughts. 
The conflict that so perturbed Rus- 
sis ruling élite was one the rest of 


Lithuania 
confronts İts 
Nazi past 


James Meek in Moscow 


ت ت اا 
ME than half a century after‏ 
ihe Nazis swept through Lhe‏ 
ghetlos of Lithuania, murdering all‏ 
bıl 11,000 of tlie country's 220,000‏ 
Jews, a court met last week to set a‏ 
ırfial (late for a former police chief‏ 
accused of being one of the most‏ 
willing bureaucrats of the slaughler.‏ 
Aleksandras Lileikis, aged 91,‏ 
headed the puppet security police of‏ 
Vilaius, the capital of Nazi-occupied‏ 1 
ı llhuania, during tlıe second world‏ 
war. He allegedly signed the death‏ 
arrants of thousands of Jews. Mr‏ , 
Lieikis denies any involvement.‏ 
The trial, expected to begin in the‏ 
Mexl lew weeks, will be the first of‏ 


an alleged war criminal in any for- 
u Soviet country. It comes in re- 
0 accusalions by [srael and 

lê Unite States that Lithuania has 


reluctant to face up to its pasi. 


fer the war but returnecl to Lithua- 
"la in 1996 after a court, whlch had 
seen Nazi documents relating to lis 
arlime role, stripped him of his US 
وا‎ The court was shown 

Arrants, signed by Mîr Lileikis, 
ا‎ ng Jews to execution in 
e lage of Panerlal, near Vilnius. 
n a3 for a six-year-old giri and 


In his defence, Mr Lileikiş told 
the US judge, Richard Stearns, that 


Mr Lilelkis eınigrated to the US 


to act against İki 
suspected qar u CiGS and other 


he case une of Mr Uleikis's 
espite warnings from 
م‎ ile House that if Lithuania 
ons suet join Western organisa- 
past as Nato it would have tb 
Decembe, 3ES Squarely, But last 
ment ا‎ Lithuanlan parlia- 
Proseeuing the maln obstacle to 
he crime Mr Lileikis, amending 


» | 


ê 


The pariy’s de facto lend i 


al Dene i 


ا 
ا ا ahd eivironrnentalists. Bu‏ 


e TF PNA VAN TFN? 


Prince Ranariddh's military cor 
mander, General Nhek Buuchlur 
These connections pul liu M4 . 
group that has been under sero j 
threat since Hun Sen orea | 
Prince Ranariddh last July. 
Farlyane members of the riv; 
werr capluretl and summarily ti + 
cuted during the coup, Persist 
repurls uf i mitssilere uf ruya 
soldiers south of Phnom Fek 
sulzgest (hat many more died. ا‎ 
Invesligalors are looking i 
another 50 murders, suspic: | 
deaths and disappearances in Û : 
past six muntha, All bul one ca | 
involved officials and supporters ¢“ 
Prirıce Ranariddh's party, Fundnpe 
“IThe killers] are continuing bt | 


work they startecl in July,” a um j 


rights watcher said. “They hart 1» 
list of senior Funcinpec officiel 
the military, police or administer 
tion and they are going after hen 
one after the other.” 
“The killings are not only con® | 
ing. They are Increasing,” an anal! ا‎ 
in Phnom Penh sald. | 


odian politics 


General's death stains Camb 


the olive-green police unifornıs 
worn by the killers. And a govern- 
ment spokesman has (lismissed the 
iclea as "nonsense". Hun Sen was 
too busy tending his sick mother la 
have the me or interest for such 
acis, he explained. 

Bul it will take more than Llis 
lame riposte to shake the suspicion 
thal Hun Sen's men have luke arı 
other enemy scalp. The killing will 
deepen the concern of European 
and other governments thinking of 
spending ınillions of dollars on an 
election that Hun Sen may be 
determined to win with bullets if nol 
ballots. , . 

“You get a very uneasy feeling," a 
senlor European diplomat admitted. 

Cambodian and foreign analysta 
believe circumstantial evidence 
points to Hua Sen's security appa- 


rabus. 
General Kim Sang was not 
merely a Ranariddh loyalist, He had 


a long history in the royalist resis 
tance to Hun Sen's former Commu- 
nist government and was close to 


3 


of his last five years in power, we 
also reject lıis candidacy for presi- 
dent for the next five years.” 

Student demonstrations were also 
held in the cities of Bandung, 
Surabaya and Semarang on Java, and 
Ujungpandang on Sıilawesi, where 
3,000 marched through the city to 
the provincial legislature demanding 
political reform and an adequate sup- 
ply of essentials, 

Most demonstrations ended 
peacefully, but police made several 
arrests after they broke up a protest 
by about 20 people against rising 
prices outside a shopping centre in 
ENA Taber ina ALS gld not 

Four of President Suharto's six 
clılldren, zl of whom have amassed 
huge personal forlunes during his 
presidency, defended tlıeir' father's 


decision to backtrack or the re- | Nick CGummlng-Bruce 


in Phnom Penh 


HACH Kim Sang's assassins 

waited for him in a café last 
week, patiently sipping pre-paid 
drinks, one watching a video, the 
other {he street oulside,. As their 
target edgecl his blue pick-up from a 
side road into the early morning 
traffic, they sauntered outside. 

One cocked his automatic rifle, 
the other starled up a motorcycle. 
They caught up with him near the 
top of the street, fired several shots 
that killed him instantly, and mo- 

Just one more murder in a Coun- 
try all too familiar with politically 


forms he agreed earlier with the 
IMF. 

His second dauıghter, Siti Hediali 
Prabowo, said! “We do need tle 
IMF, yes, but not if we are continu 
ally being repressed with this-and- 
that condilions.” Her brother, 
Bambang Trihatmıodjo, askecl: “Why 
should we keep being diclatedl to by 
foreign parlies?” 

Anthony Davies, the president 
and director of PT Merrill Lynch 
Indonesia, sald il was now apparent 
the country’s depresslon was much 
deeper than the government admit- 


ted. He predicted the economy | tored away. 


would contract by 7 per cent this 
year instead of remaining at stand- 


still as President Suharto predicted | motivated killinga perhaps, but 


those shots seem Ukely to to rever- 
berate beyond Cambodia's borders. 
Kim Sang’s loyalty to Cambodia's 


in his January budget. 
“Thirty years of development 
have been wiped out in six months 


of chaos," he sald. It would take | deposed first prime minister, Prince 
Indonesia between six months and | Norodom Ranarlddh, does not 


prove be was murdered on the or- 
ders of the second prime minister, 
Hun Sen, or his henchmen. Nor do 


Auckland asked to turn out the lights 


their “win-win” long-lunch st 
egy because 40 high-rise ofl 
blocks in the buainess district أ‎ 
uae 70 per cent ofthe dlYy 
centre's power. 1 

But many buslneseea, wl® ! 
have lost sales worth anı es" 1 
ranted 860 millon, reli | 
tical a Blan ت‎ Wee : 
been doing that all along, f 
Doug McLaren, spokesman 
the Retail and Wholesale . : 
Merchants’ Associallon. 

It will take up to 10 week 
install a new emergency Po | 
cable to the city centre: : 


اص ا 
Heart of darkness, page ° ;‏ 


ranta do not go broke, 

But the hundreds of busi- 
nesses that have been without 
power since four major cables 
falled on February 20 have their 
own acheme to cut their loaaes. 
They plan to sue. 

An Australian law firm plans 
to file a class action for more 
than 400 busineases that have 


been withant rev4 ™— and CUS- 
wmers — since the unprece- 


dented breakdown. More than 
120 blocks have been without 
power or subject to power ration- 
Ing — coinciding with a heatwave, 
Last Sunday parishioners of St 
Patrick’s Cathedral offered pray- 
ers for help to rectify the crlais. 
Mercury Energy announced 


twa years to begin reversing the 
negative trend in ita economy. 
Meanwhile in Darwin, northern 
Australia, proindependence ac- 
tlvists from the disputed territory of 
East Timor burned an effigy of 
President Suharto outside Jakarta's 
consulate. Indonesla invaded the 


former Portuguese colony İn 1975 | Ghrlstopher Zinn In Sydney 


FTER an appeal to God to 

deliver them from darkness, 
the people of Auckland, hit by 
the collapse of the city’a power 
supply last month, have been 
advised by their electricity com- 
pany to take extra-long lunches, 

Mercury Energy wants office 

workers in New Zealand's 


largest city to turn out the Hales 
- ÎToan‘e ihvls wUrKpiace A1 


indulge themselves in two-and- 
a-half-hour lunch breaka. 
The beleaguered utility 


and annexed it a year later. 


Comment, page 12 


Pinochet to gain immunity 


nounced, wil henceforth be known 
as its honorary commander-ir-chief 


— an unprecedented title with no 
baala lı law, Lut uuatwlıfel 


erals have declared, means any at 
tack on Gen Pinochet is an offence 
to the army as an institution. 


“This is not oily iHegal, it lacks | appealed in full-page newspaper 


advertisements for 60,000 of- 
fice workers to return to the city 
centre so cafés, bars and restau- 


N A E O a a 


Radical policies derail Greens’ push for powê' 


in September and unğeais (e 
cellor Helmut Kohl . : 


ka Fisther, haş been 0 
possible foreign minister İf û “4, 
Green” coalition of 


` against peacekeeping mi e 


thè rug from undêr hjs eel Ti: 
be f 


3 


fence minislet, Volket Rliht, 
Iréens had been slowî t0. 
` sponsible foreign policy © 


special congress called for the price 
of petrol to be tıipled over 10 years 
and for further ecodlaxes, and opr 
posecl German military involvement 
„În ` international peacekeeping 
missions. ا‎ 

. The policles werê a slap in the 


face for the Greens’ pragmatic and 


anbitious leaders, and, will compli- 
cate thelr search for a dea] with the 
opposition Satial Democrats if the 
SPD emerges as the strohgest parly 


any moralily,” said Tomas Moulian, a 
political analyst. “It is a political act 
by the generals to silence all mention 
ofthe terrorist criınes that took place 
during the military dictatorship.” 
Gen Pinûchel is threatened with 
prosecution in several different cases 
currently before tlie courts, including 


one brought by relallves of nore TTEMPTS by the leaders of Eu- 


rope's strongest envi'onmental- 
ist movemenlL, the German Greens, 


to move Into the mainstream and 


prove themselves ût for govern’ 
ment were hampered last weekend 


than 1,000 disappeared prisoners, 

He is also being Lried in absentia 
in Spain for crimes including state 
terrorisnı and genocide. 

As a senator he will enjoy parlia- 


mentary immunlly for life, and his |, when the party arloptec radical paci- 


fist and taxatiou policies, writes Ian 
Traynor in Bona. ١ 


Mecting in lhe eastern city ûf: 


Maydeburg 1o aclopt a ntanifesto for 
‘he general electlon in September, a 


swearing-in has been brought for- 
ward to recluce to a ninimum the 
opportunity to bring hin to justice. 


4 INTERNATIONAL NEWS 
Indonesia’s élite 
spits defiance 


Jahn Agllonby and AP In Jakarta 


HOUSANDS of students 
chanting their rejection of 
President Suharlo deımon- 
stratecl ncross Indonesia on Monday 
as the financial markets gave a huge 
vote of no confidence in the world's 
fourth most populous country, at 
one point wiping 20 per cent off the 
value of the rupiah. 

A Jjnkarlabasedû international 
banker sald he was warning clients 
that the situation was teelering on 
the brink of economlc, political ancl 
social anarchy, 
nomic meltdown YF rétûrffs 
mandetl by the International 
Monetary Fund were rejected, Pres- 
ident Suharto and Indonesia's rut 
İng élite gave no indication that they 
were willing to meet the conditions 
for the (lisbursement of the fund's 
$40 billion rescue plan. 

Instead, Suharto had hinısell for- 
mally nominatel as the sole candi- 
date in this week's mockery of a 
presidential election. The ageink 
peasant-turnecl-presidenl personally 
appoinled nıost of {he 1,000 asseım- 
bly members who choose luclo- 
nesia's rew president. 

Al the same time, Lhe rhetoric 
emanating from the president's 
powerful family ancl other members 
of the élite became increasingly 
nationalistic, 

Meanwhile thousands of students 
from the University of Indonesia in 
Jakarta gathered outside the bulild- 
ing housing the country’s highest 
sovereign body, the People's Consult 

ative Assembly, demanding that’ det 
egates refuse to re-elect Mr Suharto 
for what would be his seventh five- 
year term aS a virtual dictator. 

They also demanded an end to 
the economic crials which has seen 
prices rise by as much as 400 per 
cent, left the ruplah worth leas than 
a quarter of its value of a year ago, 
‘caused 90 per cent of Indonesian 
companies to become technically 
bankrupt and teft tens of millions of 
people out of work. 

A student leader irı Jakarta, iden- 
tifled as Achmad, sald: “We not only 
reject President Suharto's account 


ENERAL Augusto Pinochet — 
the miliary _ diciater whe 
` ulusvd GOWI Chile's parliament, had 


thausands of political opponents tor- 
tured and murdered, and sent tens 
of thousands more into exile — was 
cxpected to be sworn in as senator- 
fordife this week under” the terms of 
a constitution he designed lıinself. 
His move faces growing opposl- 
iion in parliament, in the courts and 
on the streets of Santiago, but the 
arıny's top generals — including the 
R3-yearold Gen Pinochet's desig- 
nated successor as arımıy comınaln- 
der-inrchief — have sworn their 


eternal loyally lo hin1. 


Before bheconiing 4 senator, Gen 


Pinuchel was expeclecl to hand aver 
10 General Ricarclo lzuriela lhe com- 
manc that was entrustecl to him 25 
yers ago by the fhen president, Sal- 
vadur Alonct’, Alene was over- 
ılrewn by Gen Jînachet in a bloncly 
nilitary coup Ihree weeks later. 


Bt Gru Poche. fhe army a- 


"| OFFSHORE INVESTMENT. 


PROFESSIONALS’ VOTE? 


president. But from Starr's point of 
view, the deposition was a u 
opportunity to try to entrap Clin 
into inconsistencies that wee 
potentially material for pesjury | 


charges. 
No wonder Clinton was take 
aback. No wonder there were wiy 
the Post, presumably paraphrasig 
the leaker, called “moments o 
pique", No wonder also that when 
Clinton finally returned to ile 
White House that night, he imme 
diately closeted himself with side 
and advisers, calling hls secreliry, 
Betty Currie to get her to come h 
the White House the next mornhg | 
so that they could discuss thelr ver | ' 
sions of events. 
When people talk, as Hilary Clr 
ton did a few days later, of a vı 
rightwing conspiracy againsl hr) ` 
Clinton White House, they may or | 
may not be exaggerating. When a] . 
White House aide such as Sido | , 
Blumenthal alleges, as he did lat 
week, that Starr is engaged in “ore | 
of the most bizarre cases of prose 
cutorial abuse and miscondikt 
our natlon's history", he may feed 
the impression that the independent 
counsel is a politically driven guided |; 
missile. '" 
Both of these allegations may i | . 
the end turn out to be true, Or ty 
may not, But the Washington Posts 
version of the events of January lê 
17 casts little new light on these 
sweeping claims. On these matters 
as Jordan said as lhc emerged from 
his two days of evidence belot 
Starr's grand jury last week, e | i 
will see what time will tell us". 
What the Post's account does dh, 
however, is illuminate a series ol 
actions and collusions between bt 
lawyers and investigators in Starrs 
office and the Jones camp, wich 
constitute a much more 
plot. Whether it was rightwing cor 
spiracy or merely a legally, eth 
and politically nılsjudged series o 
actions will also emerge in û# 
course. But it was 8 none the le 
chilling for being so focused. 


WHO WINS THE 


eralisation of 0 and ak r 
regimes, 80 that providers ol € ' 
vices vill he able to work freely 
both the US and Europe. 

The key provisions of the sche 
envisage: 1 ۴ 
O Afree trade area İn services 
Û a coınmitment to end all talê (7! 
on goods by 2010; 1 
O further ern کل‎ 1 
free trade area, of govern 
curement, intellectual property 


1 af 6 ga 
dards and of consumer safeguard | lj 
The plan deliberately exe 
the a eotedllus „sees, 
transatlantic trade 
goods and audio-visual 


0 
ify the suspicious 1: 

Ded that this wg 4 o 
"Titanic projec Th claim e 
World Trade Orgpnlsatlan i, 
ر‎ effect, requll 0 
befrê, 
spel 


5 8 1: 1 


wellê up (hk may partly bi ‘resp of txetianke' ie Latlvatlons) aid yol may ASE get back the ainéunt hnvésted, Pas perfitinûnde 
: By jünisdietion' th which sûch offer is not authofited or ko aiiy person tû whom itis ulxwfil tù make! 


br solitiı pec 
ım themselve} of and conıply with ariy relevanr restfictiors. ' 


from the two economic systems 
which between them account for 


sions about a Trang-Allantlc Free 
Trade Area, the marketplace pro’ 


revealed the limitations of the Cline Î 
ton administration's early infatua- 


Certainly by the time that Clinton 
arrived in the office of his lawyer 
Bob Bennett for the deposition the 
following morning, the Jones team 


was thoroughly briefed about 
Lewinsky. The deposition began at 
10am, and when it broke for lunch 
two or three hours later, says the 
Post, the Jones team had still not 
asked a single question about their 
own client's case. All the questlon- 
ing had been about Lewinsky and 
about five other women who the 
Jones lawyers wanted to link sexu- 
ally to Clinton as part of their effort 
to entablish a pattern of harassment 
that would boost Jones's action. 
Post's account says that Clin- 
ton was surprised by the detail of 
the questioning to which he was 
subjected. Well he might have been. 
For he was the victim of a sting oOp- 
eration. From the Jones team's point 
of view the Lewinsky material was 
manna from heaven, helping to re- 
vive their flagging action against the 


another of the moat vexed issues, 
‘Turkey’a human rights record, 

“In regard to the situation con- 
cerning the rights of man and the 
democratisation the com- 
misslon finds that the programme 
of the Turkish government has so 
far had no discernible effect,” the 
report sald. 

Sir Leon's plan for a new transat- 
lantic marketplace would scrap all 
remaining tariffs on goods, agree 
common regulations and lberalise 
services between the US and the 
EU, and add $188 billion to US-Euro- 
pean trade. The proposal, which has 
recelved a prellminary welcome in 
Washington after long discuasiona 
with the Clinton administration and 
with both sides in the US Congress, 
is being sold by Sir Leon as a way 
“to enhance the broader.political re- 


lationship betweer: the US and the 


. European Union”. ., 

Although the scheme contains n0 
explicit refererice to the new single 
currency, if looks to a future dormir 
nated by the dollar and the euro, 


twethirds of world trade and more 
than half of the planets GDP. After 
several years of fruitless discus 


posal is belng launched now be- 
cause the Aslan financial crisis has 


tlon with the Pacific Rim. 


sel Kenneth Starr, whose role has 
been the object of such extravagant 
criticism as the crisis has eddied 
into a variety of side channels over 
recent days. 

The importance of this version of 
events is that İt would link the Starr 
investigation to the Jones case. 
What it says İs that Tripp, who twice 
in that week had secretly recorded 
conversations with Lewinsky in 
which, it is said, she led the former 
intern through the whole story of 
her relationship with Clinton and 
his friend Vernon Jordan, then met 
the Jones team on the night before 
the cruclal Clinton deposition. At 
that meeting, we may reasonably 
suppose that Tripp gave the Jones 
team a detailed version of what 
Lewingky had been saying. And it is 
hard to believe that the meeting at 
Tripp's house did not take place 
without the knowledge, and pre- 
nebl algo the encouragement, of 

tarr. 


Beware of the EU bearing gifts 


union funds, and while Athens and 
Ankara both play at brinkmarıship 
over Cyprus. 

“The EU is committed to the 
process of broadening and deepen- 
ing our relations with Turkey,” the 
EU's foreign affairs commissioner, 
Hans van den Broek, saidl last week. 
“We need to find solutions in the 
Council lof Ministers] to the prob- 
lem ofthe custonıs union funds, It is 
urgent that the Council adopts as 
soon as possible the financial regu- 
lation of the special action concern- 
ing Turkey,” ع‎ 


Under EU etiquette, the Commis- , 


slon cannot bring itself to call a 


spade a spade and name Greece as j 


the immediate problem. But lurking 
behind Greece's objections le other 


obstacles, There is Germany's re- | 


luctance to say tha an accession 
process is under way. that could 
eventually allow free movement of 
Turks into Germany, to join the 
2 mllllon already there. And there 
was the provocative remark by the 
Luxembourg prime minister, Jean- 
Claude Juncker, at the Luxembourg 
summit last December when he 
hosted the EU summit, that he did 
not care “to sit at the same Euro- 
table as Turkish torturers”. 

Aa well as the “new European 
strategy” for Turkey, the Commis- 
sion also approved last week the text 
of the second annual report to the 
European parliament onu relations 
with Turkey. A factual rather than a 


policy document, thls highlighted 


This, it is now becoming clear, was 
the 24 hours that began on Friday 
January 16 ~— when Linda Tripp, 
taped 4 conversation with Monica 
Lewinsky in the Ritz Carlton Hotel in 
Arlington, Virginia — and ended 
with the return to the White House 
the following day of a shocked Bill 
Clinton after his five-hour deposition 
hearing with Paula Jones's lawyers, 

‘The Washington Posts scoop 
gave an immensely detailed account 
of the Clinton deposition, revealing 
much that had previously only been 
rumoured about the questioning to 
which he was subjected, and about 
the answers that Clinton gave under 
oath. Note those words “under 
oath", because if the Post's account 
is correct — and the response of the 
White House and Clinton's lawyers 
made clear that it is — those an- 
swers now represent a series of 
fîxed points with which all Clinton's 
statements, past, present and future, 
must be reconciled. 

Amid so much rich material, how- 
ever, one particular claim caught 
the eye. Î quote it İn full, exactly as 
published in the Post’s account: 

“On Friday, January 16, the day 
before the deposition, Tripp lured 
Lewinsky to an Arlington hotel so 
that Starr's investigators could con 
front her, As the prosecutors ques- 
toned Lewinsky, Tripp left the hotel 
and went to her Maryland home, 
where she met that evening with a 
Jones lawyer". 

If this claim is true — and it is 
still only a clalm — it would not only 
provide a mlaslng link to much of 
what has been happening over the 
past frenzied weeks, but also tell us 
a great deal about the prosecution 
methods of the Independent coun- 


antic Marketplace” to the US with- 
out taking the elementary precau- 
tion of ensuring that the entire 
European Commission, let alone the 
member states in the Council of 
Ministers, was İn full support of it. 
Both French commissioners were 
opposed. 

At least the full Commission en- 
dorsed the offer to Turkey, hoping 
to avold a complete breakdown in 
relations with a thinly veiled appeal 
to the other member states to pres- 
sure Greece into lifting its blockade 
of the $430 million already promised 
to Turkey under the long-agreed 
customs union. 

But with the grim inevitability of 

a Greek tragedy, a serlous crisis is 

approaching, The EU is scheduled 

to open accession negotiations with 

Cyprus on March 31, a move that 

Turkey says will force It to respond 
by strel its own Hnke to 
Turkish-occupied northern Cyprus, 
This could mean permanent parti 
tion, and in practical termıs make it 
impossible for the EU to absorb a 
part or the whole of a divided island. 
Europe's carrot was the formal 
offer to Turkey of a status very 
close fo EU membership. It would 
include a strengthened customs 
union, with virtual free trade İn ser- 
vices and farm produce, a range of 
co-operative ventures in everything 
from industrial policy to telecommu- 
nications, and participation in EU 
programmes. But this rings hollow 
while Greece blocks the customs 
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Starr sets up Slick 
Willie for a sting 


phase in the Clinton-Lewinsky crisis. 


Ul 
ایا س ی‎ 


me 


Washington diary 
Martin Kettle 


ATCHING OUT for facts 

amıid the ceaseless torrent 

of words that continue to 
be published every day about the 
Clinton-Lewinsky affair is a bit like 
being a 49er panning for the glint of 
gold in a stream that is mostly full of 
dirtand slurry. 

After the initial excitement it has 
beconıe a painstaking, and even 
boring, daily chore to sift through 
the stream of words, but the task is 
far from hopeless, Just as the Gold 
Rush miners knew that there was 
gold in the hills if only they could 
find it, Bo we commentators know 
that there are facts in the articles 
and interviews İf one is alert enough 
to spot them. 

Last week, the Washington Post 
seemed to have struck a rich seam 
of new glitter when someone —~ and 
one would part wit serious money 
to know the identity of this leaker — 
passed them a detailed and appar- 
ently reliable account of what in- 
creasingly appears to be the pivotal 


Europe this week 
Martin Walker 


HEN THE president of the 

United States wanta to make a 
forceful point, aircraft carriers start 
to move, Wher the European Union 
wants to assert itself, it offers a 
trade deal. This may be a more 
civilised way of doing things, But 
the EU is going to have to learn that 
its diplomacy by trade pact is aub- 
ject to exactly the same rules as the 
aircraft carriers. They must be the 
expression of a coherent political 
will. 


The EU last week offered Iwo 
juicy trade deals, one to the US and 
the other to Turkey. Neither one is 
what it seems, because neither had 
the backing of all 15 member states, 
Sir Leon Brittan, the EU trade com- 
missioner, offered “A New Transat 


In Brief 


LMOST 2,000 images of 
child pornography have 
been removed from the Internet 
in the past year after complaints 
to the British industry watchdog. 


REVOR REES-JONES, the 
and sole survivor 
of the crash that killed Dianna, 
Princeas of Wales, apoke to the 
French judge handling the case 
about his improved recollection, 
but added little new information. 


RITISH troops in the Gulf 

have belatedly been offered 
vaccination against anthrax, the 
maln biological weapon Saddam 
Hussein is believed to have 
hidden from United Natlong 
weapons inspectors. 


NDREW ARMSTRONG, an 

alcobolic who killed three 
cyclists after belng seen at the 
wheel of his car clutching a bot- 
tle of vodka, has been jailed for 
seven years and bannecl from 
driving for 15 years. 


HE Seventh Day Adventists 

have become the firat minor 
Christian denomination to win 
state funding for a school when 
the Government snid it was sat- 
isfied with standards ut John 
Loughborough secondary in 
Haringey, north London, 


T LEAST one in eight L4- 

and 1 5-year-olds will have 
used anı illegal drug in the past 
month, but the aurvey by the 
Schools Health Educaton Unit 
also found that fewer children 
reported having experimented 
wilh druga than in previous years. 


T HE Goveruıment 1s to legis- 
late to atap men accused of 
rape crosS-cxamining alleged 
viclms in court after dispenaing 
with the services of lawyers, 


8° MANY people detained by 
police are under the İnflu- . 


ence.of alcohol or drugs that the ` 


use of detoxification centres 
should be considered, the Audit 
Commission reports. Flfty-four 
per cent of police surgeon call. 


outs relate to drugs and alcohol, 


ROSTITUTES working in 
E Glasgow are to be lşsued’ 
th peraonal attack alarms by 
police following the murder of . 
Margo Lafferty, the seventh . 
killing in the clty'a red light 
district in the past ajx yeara,. 


T NY.BLAIR has attended 1 
, E mass alone at Westminster . 
Cathedral aeveral times sincg. . . 
Christmas, prompting specula-, | 
tion about-the extent to which.he,, 
1a drawn fo the Roman Catholic, 


Cherle, and thelr three çhildféni 


loaded £1.bllfion of stude 


debt tû NatWest Bank, wî 
agreed to malntaln the exi 
repayment terma for bori 


including rates of integ 
ited to the rate of In 


‘faith practised by his wife, 


eyewitness, who said he saw her at 
a holiday home in Germany rented 
by the IRA active service unit, and 
that her fingerprints were found on 
a cellophane wrapping. 

Her supporters said the eyewit- 
ness had retracted his statement on 
German television. They suggested 
that the fingerprints could have 
been found elsewhere and trans- 
ferred to Germany. 

It is believed that Ms McAliskey’s 

mental condition: stemmed from her 
time in Castlereagh holding centre, 
Belfast, where she was first Inter- 
viewed, She was later sent to Lon- 
don and held in both Belmarsh and 
Holloway prison. 
@ The maverick Loyalist Volunteer 
Force, thought responsible for the 
killings in Poyntzpaas, Co Armagh, 
last week of Catholic Damien 
Trainor and his lifelong Protestant 
friend, Philip Allen, issued threats 
this week against Protestants who 
collude in the peace process. They 
included churchmen, politicians 
and the business community, 


Asylum-seekers system 
an ‘utter shambles’ 


slbilities they have in dealing with 
detainees," ,, . 
A United Nations High Commis- 
sloner for Refugees inspector who 
visited the centre sald; “Britain has 
more people.In detention .for longer 
periods of time than any other Eura- 
pean country,” ٠ 
About 70,000 asylum-seekers at 
any one time: are waiting ‘to, find 
whether they will be allowed , to 
remain İn the UK, of wlıom about 
800 are held in detentlon.. Labour : 
pledged before the last election to 
reform (he system,. . ’., .. 
` The Home Secretary, Jack Ştraw, 
announced a review of the. whole 
asylum system after ‘rioting at 


Campsfleld House last yegr, Sixteen... 
etalnees were: arrested, afteg..thex. 


oting, 13 were charged and nine.are, 
custody awaiting, trial... Charges 


۴ kralnat four potherg were dı 


| A Home Ofûiçe apokeswqman qall 
no date had been set forthe publica” 
flon of the thlef Inspector's report. 


he had raised Ms McAliskey’s situa- 
tion several times with the North- 
ern Ireland Secretary, Mo Mowlam. 

Ms McAliskey, aged 26, was 
arrested in Northern Ireland in 
November 1996 after the German 
authoritiea identified her as a sue 
pectin the attack on Osnabruck bar- 
racks in June 1996. She won ball 
after she was examined by peychia- 
trists, provided she stayed at the 
mother-and-baby unit at the Mauds- 
ley hospital in south London, 

Under the terms of the extrad} 
tion agreement, the British courts 
did not need to be satisfied that 
there was a case to be answered. 
Ms McAliskey’s lawyers had heavily 
criticised the identification evidence 
linking her to the June 1996 attack, 
in which there were no Injuries. 

The German government's arrest 
warrant sald the evidence against 
her relied upon the statement of an 


f 


Class actlon , . . Students on the march in Manchester last week. 
joined more than 2 million undergraduates across the country who 
walked out of lectures over the Government's plans to Introduce 
£1,000-a-year tuition feea (Me over toe, page 33) ۰. PHOTO: DON MePHEE 


Luoy Patton 
HE Chief Inspector of Prisons. 
has described Britaln's system 


for dealing with asylunrseekers as a 
. “complete and utter shambles” after 
‘vislting one of Britain's’ biggest 
detention centres. 


According to a leaked letter, Sir . 


The report sald the.centre — run 


by the Group 4 security firm —- was 
“a complete and utter shambles, not 
only as far as the immigration pollcy 
is concerned but.over all areas con 
nected with immigratiqn. detainees. 
Î and asylum-seekers", ; . 1 


lItqdded: “Group 4 haye. been, put 


David Ramsbotham condemned the 
system in a report after he made a 
surprise .visit ‘to Campsfleld House 
in Oxford, where inmates have com | 
plalned of raclem from staff, heavy-, 
handled security. insufficient food 
and prjson-style Incarceration. . 


in an impossible situation. They. do 
| not know what rights and, regpon- 
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Straw sets McAliskey free 


alon to Sinn Fein ahead of its critical 
meeting with the Prime Minister, 
Tony Blair, probably on Thursday. It 
will decide whether to return to the 
multi-party talks at Stormont after 
the Downing Street summit. 

lan Paisley Jr, justice spokesman 
for the Democratic Unioniat Party, 
said: “1 am totally disgusted, but not 
surprised at this sop to the republi- 
canı movement, 

Ulster Unionist MP Ken Maginnis 
sald: “No one will be surprised lf she 
now makes a miraculous recovery, 
The decision by the Home Secretary 
will, unfortunately, put doubt in the 
minds of the international commu- 
nity about the UK's commitment to 
extradition of terrorlst suspects.” 

The Irish government, under re- 
newed pressure from Sinn Fein to 
deliver nationalist demands at Stor- 
mont, was delighted. David Andrews, 
Irish foreign affairs minister, sald 


Body may be exhumed 
in Woodward appeal 


harcl surface on February 4, 1997. 
But the (lefence claim the injury 
was at least tlıree weeks old and 
coull have been an accident or 
caused by someone else. 

Woodward was found guilty of 
second degree murder by a jur'y last 
October. But in a surprise decision 
10 tlays later, judge Hiller Zobel 
released ler after reducing her 
conviction to one of involuntary 
manslaughter and altering her 15- 
year sentence to the 279 days she 
had already spent in custody. 

Butlh sides are appealing against 
his decision. The defence wants her 
conviction overturned. The prosecu- 
tion wants the original verdict and 
sentence relnstatecl ancl argues that 
the judge overreached hls powers, 

Mir Good said: “I's our contention 
that tlıis case ralses a questlon as to 
whether a legal judgment ln this 
particular case may flout conclusive, 
uncontested, sclentiflt eviclence,” 

Ms Singh said the nıedical evi- 
dence was a matter of conjecture and 
that the Jury had rejected tle de- 
fence's argument and that of medical 
experts, She argued that Judge Zobel 
had abused his power by reducing 
the conviction to manslaughter. 

‘The seven judges have 120 days 
to declde. They have five options: to 
reinstate the jury’ verdict and orlgi- 
nal sentence; to uphold Judge 
Zobel's decision; to call for a retrial; 
to quash the convictlon completely; 
to uphold Judge Zobel’s decislon 
but Impose a. heavier sentence, 
which could result in Woodward 
returning to jail. 


reckon about 600,000 babies 
dled last year after contracting 
the HIV virus from thelr mothers. 
` Glaxo’ initiative comes just 
thKline 


.İ a month after Smii 


Beecham said jt would {uvest . 
up to.$1 billion in drugs to end 
elephantiasia in the developing ' 
World, where about 120 million . 


by .Î people are affected. 


i Druga groups have been. 
e p8 


et, ea | 18X0 cuts Aids drug price 


ا 
owen Bowcott and John Mullin‏ 
س 


nationalist delight by halting 
te exlradition of Roisin McAliskey 
wanted in Germany over an IRA 
molar attack ,on a British army 
tase two years ago — on the 
rounds that she was suffering fron 
'Î Î poor mental health. .. 
ÎÎ The Home Secretary sald med- 
fal reports meant that extradition 
would be “unjust and oppressive”, 
Ms McAliskey, who gave birth to 
er daughter, Llonnir, while on bail, 
has been freed after 16 months in de- 
#nllon. Bul she is to, remaln in hosp 
hl for furlher medical treatment, sald 
ler mother, Bernadette McAliskey, 
dhe former MP for Mid-Ulster. 
jı | The liming sparked a row in 
HI! | Mrthern Ireland, with Unionists 
the move another conces- 


thought! A pigeon defecating on h' 
wig; now that might have been er 
barrassing. “Future generalions j 1 
agree, and will see this as a storm: | | na Coles 
a tencup," he vouchsafed. He cou" Boston, Massachusetts 


be right. Peter Mandelson has pre Î qy 2 
ably spent the last month in a sper LN ey Louise Woodward, 
bank, conducling a focus group’ | . munslughler laet tJ 0 
thre views of future genet, ~1. fy raised he possibilty of exhunr 
e went on, “I don't think that 1h - 
apologies ace due. I read the cv" | re, اسا‎ o1 alnemontiroll 
tes e a 0 0 | tence, J to prove her 
thal this work has been done: 1 
three cheers for the commillee  ; \wiwarl's defence team also 


I i ‘mirmed at a 55-mi 
۳ 1 minute appeal 
chose to make the decision! tring in Boston before a panel of 


Suddenly we had a picture ol 
nation rejoicing at the redecoral ie upreme court judges thal 
It was like VE Day, There would’ ; ,; 0 0 a new trial, 
school holidays to celebrate ıl said cruclal mecl- 


ER 
pasting ofthe last roll on the wall : Nuho 
The trouble is that even thou , 

the Lord Chancellor HB 
pompous than it is possi 1 
İne, he nıay be right. When Pug 
did the interior decorations of 
Palace he insisted on stan 


cost nearly £4 million 4 Je "We ۰ 8 
maintain today, Either you keep could have ended this case 


fore it started hı 
i hipbonrd a ' fed had we had the 
Pr or EP, OT PEN ye Cure, Mr Good sald Ee 
are not talking about some eory, wh rey O Support that 


5 h 
down at the DIY store". 1 youre e been, 


e judges inted questions 


|| held tê prosecution had 
Bill O'Neil, aclence researeh® | ingh replied: "ier, o, hich Me 


viser id there "It's unclear." 

at the BMA, sald th The age 

signs thal the industry, which Vallhevy’ of the injury to 
1 thes 1 3 skull is crucial to the unr 


chosen for years to ignore inland 1 
tacks on IL had decided to bec uuseeyj( E lite case becauge the 


: Liew weeks J od always insisted that 
Ptfey are ere. o, ll the pulbhejiy A Klled Matthew in a fit of 
ity coming this week and they slamming hia head on a 
trying to react to it," he said. 1 
industry had also been disa, 


ing 43 cases of Pe, : 
O e tobacce companies? Gio elcome 1s slashing 


1 price ofits Aid 
ing towards the courlt e 
Pere Pfoclor: head of see AZT, for pregnant women . 
BAT, claimed .that the 
showed the riak-of lung ا‎ 
the environment was $0 sm 1 us 
be unquantable, 1 stu اھ‎ 
not find any sta! 
you have' to ask hele there! 
bı risk at all; 
° Bordon MêVle,: director ge 
of the Cancer Research 
said BAT's interpretatlon | Rue 
report was "highly misteadinf fl gin 
: TI 8 r0 


. Washingtén Post, 


AND WHEN DÎD YOU LAST 
SEE YOUR FLOOR BOARPS? 


Big spending in ‘a noble cause’ 


The Lord Chancellor does not so 
much answer questions as unroll a 
speech, like valuable lıand-blockecl 
wallpaper. Nothing is ever true, but 
insteadl “is the case, across the 
board, as it were, for all manner of 
reasons”, He never does anytlıiing 
so plebeian as agree with some- 
thing, but examines hinıself and dle- 
clares that “I find myself lıospitable 
to the idea”. 

He treated the committee like a 
headmaster Inspecting the debating 
society. “This is a speech, not a qlıes- 
tion," he announced to one imperti- 
nent young MP. He instructed them 
to pause for his answers. When he 
was a QC, mere judges probably 
quailed before his admonitions. 

The more he was attacked, the 
more selfless he appeared, in his 
own eyes at least. Andrew Tyrie 
(Conservative, Chichester) won- 
dered if he regretted the long letter 
he had written to Black Rod, ex- 
plaining what connoisseurs he and 
Lady Irvine were, and low perfectly 
Justified it was for fine works of art 
to be shipped immediately to deco- 
rate their quarters. Had the leak of 
this letter proved embarrassing? 

Enbarrassed? Perish the 


Hstce, Herber!‏ اس > ن ی 
‘Foul play’ over passive smoking report eri, ie Sd‏ 
ihhel‏ 


the tobacco industry's interpretation 
of the WHO study was wrong. For 
the past 10 years studies had clearly 
shown that those who live with 
smokers had a 25 per cent increased 
risk of developing cancer. The Euro- 
pean study was no different, 

“The authors’ own concluslon is 
that thelr study is totally consistent 
with previous work,” he sald. 

The new study, by Rodolfo 
Saracci, had not beerı held up by tlıe 
WHO, he said. It had been submıit- 
ted to the Journal of the National 
Cancer Institute in the US. Any 
delay was caused by’ the lengthy 
process of peer review, 

The tobacco industry ' had 
claimed the WHO study was the 
largest of its type arid that it .had 
found not only that passive smoking 


does not kill, but that.it may even . 


have a protective effect 

Doctors from the British Medical 
Association retorted that the study 
of 650 lung cancer patients and 
1,542, healthy people was dwarfed 


..by the ,4,600 çases, that. DE Law 


:Medical, Journal last ,October,. said .| reviewed laşt October... .. 


8 UK NEWS 


The Week In Britaln James Lewis 


Blair’s friends in the 
north stick to socialism 


LD-FASHIONED soclalist fer- 
vour, largely purged from the 
New Labour parly, sil flourishes 
north of the border, as the Prime 
Minister cliscovered to his discoınfi- 
ture when he went to lecture his 
troops at the annual conference of 
the Scottish Labour party in Perth, 
Tony Blair warned delegates that 
they would need to keep their nerve 
In the months alıead because keep- 
ing within a prudent financial path 
wns going to be difficult, Hitting out 
at the spending demancls of leftwing 
critics, he said that tough actions 
and hard choices had to be made 
"because we are In the real world". 
‘The conference listened politely, 
then passedl a number of resolutions 
critlcal of Government policy, and 
another to scrap the Trident missile 
systent, thereby releasing £15 bil- 
lion for housing and educatlon. Del- 
egates were clearly asking why 
Trident should be protected from 


Jakob disease), from which around 
20 people have died. 

The inquiry had been expected to 
report by the end of the year. But 
even as it opened, its chalrman, 
Lord Justice Phillips, asked for an 
exira sîx months, saying he did not 
want a report which was superficial 
because it had been rushed. 

There are hopes that the world- 
wide ban on British beef could be 
eased tlıis month following a vote by 
ınost European states to let North- 
ern Ireland resume exporls fron 
lıerds certified free of BSE. North- 
ern Ireland is the only region thal 
meets the European Union's strin- 
gent conditions because it has for 
more than eight years used A Come 
puterised system for tracking its 
cattle from birth. 


RANADA television publicly 
apologised to the Marks and 


the tough questioning being applied Î Spencer retail group, and agreed to 
to other areas of public spending, pay an estimated £50,000 damages PARLIAMENTARY SKETCH 
Mr Blair first clashed with his jÎ and more than £600,000 cosls, over | Slmon Hoggart 


comrades north of the border over 
his insistence that Scottish selfrule 
should be subject to a referendum. 
More recently, the Scots have been 
angered by the intenlon of the Lord 
Chancellor, Lord Irvine, to veto 
plans to legally enslırine “gender bal- 
ance" in the Edinburgh parliament. 
Nor are they pleased by Mr Blair's 
reported scheme to exclude trouble- 
some leftwingers when candidates 
for that parliament are selected. 

In England, Labour's policies are 
fashloned by the need to beat the 
Conservatives at the next general 
election, In Scotland, where Tories 
are almost an extinct species, the 
main threat comes from leftieaning 
natlonalists, which explains party 
members’ attachment to pre-Blairite 


a programme alleging that the 
company exploited child labour in a 
Moroccan factory. 

The settlement was reached 
three days Into what could have 
been a six-week libel trial when the 
judge, Mr Justice Popplewell, de- 
cided to turn the action İnto a “sud- 
den death" trigl, inviting the jury to 
view the programme and decide 
what İt meant, without hearing any 
evidence from witneases — & 
caurse that cauld pave the way for 
swift settlements in future actions. 

The jury decided that the pro- 
gramme did give viewers the im- 
pression that M&S had deliberately 
misled customers by selling gar- 
ments labelled “Made in the UK” 
{hat it knew were made abroad, 


the Conımons public adnıinis- 

trallon committee, might have 
adopted tlıe approach humorous, 
with a lew self-deprecating jokes 
about the £650,000 redecoration of 
his apartments at Westminster, 

He. could have turned up before 
the pübllic administratiorj conımittee 
wearing white overalls, with paint- 
spattered shoes, and a beat-up radio 
smeared with putty. They wauld 
have loved hinı. (Nancy Reagan, 
faced with similar charges of over- 
gpending on interior decor and 
crockery, came to a dinner for White 
House correspondents in ragged 
clothes and an old straw hat, singing 
Second Hand Rose. The issue was 


[3 IRVINE, appearing before 


socialist policy relics. Granada could supply no evidence | (lead and buried overnight.) 
that M&S had such knowledge. Instead, he took the approach 
pompous. He was not merely right 
REEMASONS decided against a when he requested his refurbish- 


conlirontation with MPs, and 
egcaped a charge of contempt of 
Parliament, by reluctantly handing 
over the names of 16 members who 
may have been involved in contro- 
versial police investigations. 

The Commons Home Affairs 
Select Committee, Inquiring Into 
freemasonry in the police and the 
judiciary, asked the Masons last 
summer to identify their members 
from a list of 160 officers Involved in 
investigations such as the Blrming- 
han pub bonıbings. When the re- 
quest was refused, the committee 
issued a formal order, lo be 
conıplied wilh within 14 days, 

The Unlted Grand Lodge of 
Engtand waitedl until the last possible 
moment before handing over the 
nantes, Tlıe laclgç’s Grantl Secretary, 
Commander Michıacl Higham, said 
lls board wns “exlremely uncoınfort- 
able” about being compelled to 
comply, and he would bc wriling to 
the Prime Minister to express 
concern about the erosion of “long- 
csiablishel riighis ofl mwiul’ 
association". 


HE PUBLISHERS Harper 
Collins, owned by the media 
tycoon, Rupert Murdoch, nade an 
abject, “unreserved” apology to 
Chris Patten, the last governor of 
Hong Kong, for suggesting that his 
forthcoming book, East And West, 
was "too boring" to publish. 
HarperCollins's rejection of the 
manuscript was seen as evidence of 
Mr Murdoch's media empire kow- 
towing to Beljing In order to protect 
his business interests In East Asia. 
The firm will pay Mr Patten the resi 
of his advance of £125,000, His 
book, strongly critical of China, will 
be published by Macmillan. 


: THATS O0 1 
, «(CHINA'S MISSIN i 


ments: he was working “in a noble 
cause” — like extending the (ran- 
chise or defeating Hitler. 

*Future generations will be grate- 
ful," he insisted, often, 


Sarah Boseley 


HE tobacco industry was ac- 
cused by doclors of foul play 
last week for clalming that an un- 
publishecl European sludy cleared 
passive smoking of causing cancer, 
There waa angry reaction to 
British American Tobacco's allega- 
1ion that publication of the siudy 
, was being held up by the World 
Health Organisation, which had 
commisslonecl lt, because ils con- 
cluslons would set back the anti- 
smoking crusade. 

BAT was accuse of deliberately 
drawing wrong conclusions from 
the European ‘study in the hope of 
laying a false trail ahead of what 
may be a damaging report frorn the 
Department of Health, A Govern- 
ment revlew of the evidence, due to 
be published this week, is likely to 
conclude passive smoking is a killér. 

Malcolm Law, one of the authors 
of a definitive analysis of the re- 
search to date inlo passive snıoking, 

, which was published in. the British 


ME THAN 300 ministers, 
former tnlnisters and civil 
servants are expected to give evi 
dence to a public inquiry into the 
causes of BSE (mad cow disease), 


ment,.and tlıg.link between f and a 
«Mew variant of CJD {Creytzfeldt- | 


..| he way it was handled by gqvern- 
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armchair geopoliticians — national 
interest, vital economic interests, 
spheres of influence — are all lifted 
from US policyspeak. 

‘That makes lt no easier for diplo- 
mats trying to keep any one of the 
many points of tension with Russia 
from leading to the first serious 
breakdown in relations since the col 
lapse of the Soviet Union. Satisfac- 
tion at Mir Primakov’s endorsement 
of limited Nato expansion and the 
cooling of the [Iraqi crisis is already 
fading as Kosova and the Baltic 
states’ desire to join Nato loom. 

Moscow remains heavily depen- 
dent on Western loans to fund its ar- 
duous slog towards a functioning 
market economy. lf the West ever 
got to the point of threatening to cut 
that money off, İt would mean the 
postcold-war consensus had al. 
ready broken down. 


's eastern view of the world 


The row, last week prompted the 
kind of solidarity Moscow showed 
in respect of Iraq. Gone are the days 
when a pro-Western foreign min- 
istry and presidency ignored Rus- 
sia's nationalist parliament. 

.„. Western Europe and the US look 
like facing the same Russian una- 
nimity on the latest Yugoslav crisis, 
The chance of keeping Moscow be- 
hind sanctions, let alone military 
action, is slim, 

As with Iraq, Russia's interest In 
having Yugoslavia left alone is more 
commercial than sentimental or 
anti-Western, 

Russia's emergent foreign policy 
is a kind of crooked homage to the 
US. The buzz words of Moscow's 


sensus is a question of when, not lf. 

Hours after a Russian foreign 
ministry official denounced Western 
threats to renew sanctions against 
Belgrade as unacceptable, President 
Boris Yeltsin's senior foreign policy 
adviser, Sergei Yastrzhembsky, said 
Moscow was considering the un- 
precedented step of unilateral sanc- 
tions against Latvia. 

While there is sympathy in the 
West for Moscow's complaint that 
the many ethnic Russians İn Latvia 
are denied civil rights, the threat of 
sanctions will disconcert Europe and 
the United States. No injured were 
reported in the Riga clemonstration, 
which was a protest at high utility 
bills, not racial discrimination. 


0 


up t 


the world barely noticed: the break- 
ing up by Latvian police of a protest 
meeting of about 2,000 elderly ethnic 
Russlans in the capital, Riga. 
Relations were further strained 
by a complaint from Moscow that 
vandals had desecrated the tomb of 
Sovlet soldiers — mostly Russians, 
presumably — who had died .ln 
Latvia in the second world war fight- 
ing the Nazis, The foreign ministry 
said the incident had the “obvlous" 
sanctlon of the Latvian government. 
These were further signs of what 
became clear during the latest Iraqi 
crisis: the world-views of Moscow 
and Washington are on increasingly 
divergent paths and the breakdown 
of the fragile post-1991 security con- 
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ntertin Sands of Jews had dled 
0 Ê has taken heavy pressure 
from Israel, اا‎ and Jewish 
5 persuade Lithuania ڼ‎ 
sa iinet Mr Es and other ` 
in i an a year ago prosecutors 


HE use of force wag revolt- 
Ing. said the Russian foreign 
minister, Yevgeny Primakov, 
There had been a “glaring violation 
ofelementary human rights”, 
The prime nuinister, 
Chemomyrdin, was also outraged. 
"Our people shuddered at what 
happened. It's impermissible that 
human rights should be violated like 
this atthe end of the 20th century." 
The death of dozens of people in 
Kosovo was far from their thoughts, 
The corllict that s0 perturbed Rus- 
sis ruling élite was one the rest of 


Lithuania 


confronts its 
Nazi past 
| 


James Meek in Moscow 


Me Ihan half a century after 
the Nazis swept through tht 
ghellos of Lithuania, murdering all 
bul 11,000 of the courdry’s 220,000 
Jews, a court mel last week lo set a 
mal date for a former police chief 
acused of being one of the most 
willing bureaucrats of lhe slaughter. 
Aleksandras Lileikis, aged 91, 
: headed the puppet security police of 
1 Vilnius, the capital of Nazioccuplecl 
' Llhuania, during the second world 
war. He allegedly signecl the death 
| îarrants of thousands of Jews, Mr 
, ` | Lileikis denies any involvement. 
The trial, expected to begin In the 
ext few weeks, will be the first of 
an alleged war criminal in any for- 
mer Sovlet country, It comes İn re- 
0 accusations by [srael and 
a el Lithuania has 
lanl to face upp to ils past. 
Mr Lileikis emigraled to the US 
ler the war but returned to Lithua- 
Ta in 1996 after a court, whlch had 
Ea Nazî documents relating to his 
0 role, stripped him of his US 
jP. The court was slıown 
e ا‎ by Mr üileikis, 
¢ ews tO execution in 
ihe village of Panerlal, near Vilnlus. 


One was for ã six-year-old 
moll year-old girl and 


ln his defence, Mr Lilelkis told 
the US judge, Richard Stearns; that 
he had been "a disembodied issuer 


tan e Dut the' judge found that 


F 


E u 
85 
he a, despite warnlûgs fom 
1f | waned oC House that if Lithuania 

tons io join Western organisa- 
face CT aS Nato ft would have to 


ree 


1 
1 


politics : 


Prince Ranariddh's military com 
mandler, Generul Nhek Bunche. 
These connections pul hint in a 
gruup thal has been lınder seriou: 
threat since Hun Sen overlhres 
Prince Ravavicldh last July. 
Forty-one nnembet's of the group 
were capluredl ind summarily vir 
cuted during the coup. Persislenl 
reporls of di massacre af rayalel 
soldiers south uf Phnom Pel 
sltggexl Lhal many more (ied. 
Investigators are looking in 
anather 50 nuurders, suspiGol» 
deaths and clisappearances in le 
past six months, All but oue cas 
involved officials and supporters û 
Prince Ranariddh's parity, FunCidpe: 
“The killers] are continuing 


General's death stains Cambodian 


of his last five years in power, we 
also reject his candidacy for presi 
dent for the next five years." 

Student demonstrations were also 
held in the cities of Bandung, 
Surabaya and Semarang on Java, and 
Ujungpandang on Sulawesi, where 
3,000 marched through the city to 
the provincial legislature demanding 
political reform and an adequate sup 
ply of essentials. 

Most demonstrations ended 
pencefully, but police made several 
arresis after they broke up a protest 
by about 20 people against rising 
prices outside a shopping centre in 
CEDIA, TAbarta f lAlS weld not 

Tour of President Suharto's six 
children, cll of whom have amassed 
huge personal fortunes during his 
presidency, defended their father’s 
decision to backtrack on the re- 
forms he agreecl earlier with the 
IMF. 

His second daughter, Siti Hediati 
Prabowo, said: "We do neecl the 
IMT’, yes, but not If we are conlinu- 
ally being repressed with this-and- 
that condlitlons." Her brother, 
Bambang Trihntmodjo, askecl: “Why 
should we keep being dictated to by 
foreign parlies?" 

Anthony Davies, the presldent 
and cdlirector of PT Merrill Lynch 
Indonesia, sald it was now apparent 
the country’s depression, was much 
deeper thauı the gûvernment admit- 
ted. He predicted the economy 
would contract by 7 per cent this 
year Instead of remaining at stand- 


دیسا 


E TR RE RR e 


the olivegreen police uniforms 
worn by the killers, And a govern- 
ment spokesman has dismissed the 
idea as “nonsense”, Hun Sen was 
too busy tending his sick mother to 
have the time or interest for such 
acts, he explained. 

Bul it will lake more than this 
lame riposte to shake the suspicion 
that Hun Sen's men have lakeıı an- 
other eneımy scalp. The killing will 
deepen the concern of European 
and other governments thinking of 
spending millions of dollars on an 
election that Hun Sen may be 
determined to win with bullets if nol 
ballots. ; : 

“You get a very uneasy feeling," a 
senior European diplomat admitted, 


Nick Cumming-Bruce 
In Phnom Penh 


HACH Kim Sang's assassins 

waited for lim in a café last 
week, patiently sipping pre-paid 
drinks, one watching a video, the 
other the street outside. As their 
target edgecl his blue pick-up from a 
side road into the early morning 
traffic, they saunlered outside, 

One cocked his automatic rifle, 
the other started up a motorcycle. 
They caught up with him near the 
top of the street, fired several shots 
that killed him instantly, and ımo- 
tored away. : 

Just one more murder in a boun- 
try all too familiar with politically 


still as President Suharto predicted Î motivated killlngs perhaps, but Cambodian and forelgn analysts | work they started in July," a human 

in hig January budget. those shots seem likely to to rever- | believe circumstantial evidence | rights watcher said. “They have 4 
“Thirty years of development | berate beyond Cambodia's borders. | points to Hun Sen's security appa- | list of senior Funcinpec officials 

have been wiped out in six months Kim Sang’s loyalty to Cambodia's | ratus. the military, police or admulnisi* 

of chaos,” he sald. It would take | deposed first prime minister, Prince General Kim Sang was not | tion and they are going after the. 

Indonesia between six months and | Norodom Raneriddh, does not | merely a Ranariddh {ayglist. He had | one after the other.” 

two years to begin reversing the | prove he was murdered on the or- |j a long hletory in the royalist reals- *The killings are not only contin i 

negative trend in ita economy. ders of the second prime minister, | tance to Hun Sen's former Commu- | ing. They are increasing,” an analy 
Meanwhlle in Darwin, northern | Hun Sen, or his henchmen. Nor do | nist government and was close to | in Phnom Penh said. 

Australia, pro-independence ac ا‎ 

tivists from the disputed territory of 


East Timor burned an ef 


atte dea, | Auckland asked to turn out the lights 


their “win-win” long-lunch stra 
egy because 40 high-rise ofl 
blocks in the business 
use 70 per cent ofthe clY . 
centre's power. . 
But many businesses, whieh 
have lost ales worth an est 
mated $60 milllon, remain 
n heram 
Sway BAVA POW. “WEY 
been doing that all along, or 
Doug McLaren, spokesman 
the Retail and Wholesale 
Merchants’ Association. 
It will take up to 1Û 
install a new emergency Po 
cable to the city centre’ , 


م ت ن 


Heart of darkness, page 1° 


consulate. Indonesia invaded the 


former Portuguese colony in 1975 rants do not go broke. 
and annexed İta year later, Shrlatopher Zinn in Sydney __ But the hundreds of busi- 
FTER anı appeal to God to nesses that have been without 
Comment, page 12 deliver them from darkness, | power since four major cables 
the people of Auckland, hit by falled on February 20 have their 
the collapse of the city’s power own scheme to cut thelr losses, 
supply last month, have been They plan to sue. 
advised by their electricity coma- An Australian law firm plans 
pany to take extra-long lunches. to file a class action for more 
nounced, will henceforth be known Mercury Energy wants office than 400 businesses that 
as its honorary commander-in-chief | workers in New Zealand's been without r= —— and CUS 
— an unprecedented title with no | largest clty to turn out the toh, | wmers — since the unprece- 
baals bıı law, but uıtwdılahyêha gan, |- 1oare ta. lı worKplace and dented breakdown. More than 
erals have declared, means any at- | indulge themselves in two-and- 120 blocks have been without 
tack on Gen Pinochet is an offence | a-half-hour lunch breaks. power or subject to power ratior- 
to the arnıy as an institution, The beleaguered utility ing — coinciding with a heatwave, 
“This is not ondy illegal, it lacks | appealed in full-page newspaper | Last Sunday parishioners of St 
any moralily,” said Tomas Moulian, a j advertisements for 60,000 of- Patrick’a Cathedral offered pray- 
political analyst. “It is a political act | fice workers to return to the city | era for help to rectify the crisis. 
by the generals to silence all mention Î centre so cafés, bars and restau- Mercury Energy announced 


of the terrûrist crimes that took place 

during the military dictatorship.” 
Gen Pinachet is threalened with 

prosecution in several different cases 
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Indonesia’s élite 
spits defiance 


Pinochet to gain immunity 


John Agllonby and AP in Jakarta 


HOUSANDS of students 

chanting their rejection of 

President Suharto demon- 
sirated across Indonesia on Monday 
asthe financial ınarkets gave a huge 
vote of no confiklence {nı the world's 
fourth most populous country, at 
one point wiping 20 per cent off the 
value of the rupiah. 

A Jakarla-based international 
banker said he was warning clients 
that the situation was teetering on 
1he brink of economic, political and 
social anarchy. 
nomic meltdown Tf ‘rétorffs “GR 
ımanded by the International 
Monetary Fund were rejected, Pres- 
ident Suharto nnd Indonesia’s rut 
ing êlite gave no indication that they 
were willing to meet the conditions 
for the disbursement of the fund's 
$40 billion rescue plan. 

Instead, Suharto had himself for- 
mally nominalecl as the sole cauıdi- 
dale in this week's mockery of a 
presidential cleuion. The ageing 
peasant-turned-presiden(t personally 
appoinlecl mos of Ie 1,000 asseın- 
bly members who choose Indo- 
nesia's new president. 

At tlıe same time, the rhetoric 
emanaling from the president's 
powerful family and other members 
of the élite became increasingly 
nationalistic, 

Meanwhile thousands of students 
from the University of Indonesia in 
Jakarta gathered outside the bulld- 
ing housing the country's highest 
sovereign body, the People's Consult- 
ative Assembly, demanding that del- 
egates refuse to re-elect Mir Suharto 

for what would be his seventh five- 
year term ag a virtual dictator, 
` They also demanded an end to 
the economle crisls which has seen 
prices rise by as much as 400 per 
cent, left the ruplah worth leas than 
a quarter of lia value of a year ago, 
caused 90 per cent of Jndoneslan 
companies to become technically 
bankrupt and left tens of millions of 
people out of work. 

A student leader In Jakarta, iden- 
tlfled as Achmad, sald: "We not arly 

reject Presldent Suharto's account 


Phil QGunaon 


ENERAL Augusto Pinochet — 
the mllitary__dictater who 
uluset GOW Chile’s parliament, had 
thousands of political opponents tor- 
tured and murdered, and sent tens 
of thousancls more into exile ~— was 
expected to be sworn in AS senator 
for-llte this week under the terıns of 
a constitution he designed himself. 
His move faces growing opposi- 
tion in parliament, in the courts aııd 
on the streets ûf Santiago, but (he 


Radical policies derail Greens’ push for pow! 


| Decent, ines squarely. But last 
special congress called for the price | in September and unseals # 


army's top generals — including the 
f2-yearoll Gen Pinochet's desig- 


currently before the courts, including : 1 


fram Anslol & West Intefnatlonsl, . 
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enship in 1996; 


` şpöofıéible forelgiı pûllêy 


Le Monde, page 13 the general election in September, a ! SPD emerges asthe strongegt party 
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OFFSHORE INVESTMENT. 


| WHO WINS THE 
PROFESSIONALS’ VOTE? 


No wonder Clinton was ۹ | 


er, called “moments o 


When people talk, as Hillary Cl أ‎ 


Both of these allegations may ù 


17 casts little new light on these 


will see what time will tell us". 
What the Post's account does û, 
however, is illuminate a series o 
actions and collusions between het 
lawyers and investigators in Starrs 
office and the Jones camp, whi 
constitute a much more 
plot. Whether it was rightwing cor 
spiracy or merely a legally, ethical | j 
and politically misjudged series o 
actions will also emerge lo d# 
course. But it was a none 
chilling for being so focused. 


eralisation of visa and work perm 
regimes, 80 that providers of # 
vices wili to work freely 2 
both the US and Europe. 
‘The key provisions of the schen¢ 
envisage: 
O Afree trade area in services: 
O a commitment to end all 
ds by 2010; 
ETC Saten sot) 
i 


free trade area, of governrmenl 
curement, intellectual properly 


nition of technical and | 

dards and of consumer 

` The plan libat ay 

the most contentious 19ele 
ا‎ 


a 
ough 
French, 
5# 0 
“Titanic projet’. 1 clgiii 
Warld ade ,0 gpnleatlon, 
would, in effect, require EU j 
offer the same free gcces | 
other WTO' members, with. ® 
chance of no 0 ei? 
mental of competition UES. 
"ir Leon may squeeze th ر‎ 


past the Commission this, WF 


1 ‘it dango dı P۴ 
it may, be jist a8 carê ment does not éorstirute an offer br ‘solicitation by anyont'lh ay lon in which 


8 1 lichi‘ofifer is.not authorised or to ‘any person 
Persons into whose posicision thls advertiérhent'may come are required by the Minager to: 


êrmance, This adverts to wliom ik ls uilawfl to make such qfler or soleitatlon. : 


with any relevant restHitions. 


rlforh thenisglves of and çol 


president. But from Starr's 
view, the deposition was a une 
opportunity to try to entrap Cllnkn | : 
into inconsistencles that were 
potentially material for perjury | 
charges, 


E No wonder 2 werê what 
je Post, presunıably parap 

the leak چیا‎ 
pique". No wonder also that when 
Clinton finally returned to the) ! 
White House that night, he imme | ' 
diately closeted himself with aides | : 
and advisers, calling his secrelary | ' 
Betty Currie to get her to come lı 
the White House the next morning 
so that they could discuss their ver 
sions of events. 


ton did a few days later, of a at) 
rightwing conspiracy against lhe 
Clinton White House, they may or 
may not be exaggerating. When a 
White House aide such as Sidney 
Blumenthal alleges, as he did lat 
week, that Starr is engaged in “om 
of the most bizarre cases of prose 
cutorial abuse and misconducl i 
our natlon's history”, he may (eed 
the inıpression tlıat the independent 
counsel is a politically driven guided 
missile. 


the end turn out to be true. Or they 
may not. But the Washington Poss 
version of the events of January lê 


sweeping claims. On these nıaliers, 
as Jordan said au ıe emerged fom 
his two days of evidence befure 
Starr's grand jury last week, We 


Certainly by the time that Clinton 
arrived in the office of his lawyer 
Bob Bennett for the deposition the 
following morning, the Jones team 
was thoroughly briefed about 


Lewinsky. The deposition began at 
10am, and when it broke for lunch 
two or three hours later, says the 
Post, the Jones team had still nol 
asked a single question about their 
own client's case, All the question- 
ing had been about Lewinsky and 
about five other women who the 
Jones lawyers wanted to link sexu- 
ally to Clinton as part of their effort 
to establish a pattern of harassment 
that would boost Jones's action. 

The Post's account says that Clin- 
ton was surprised by the detail of 
the questioning to which he was 
subjected. Well he might have been. 
For he was the victim of a sting op- 
eration. From the Jones team's point 
of view the Lewinsky material was 
manna from heaven, helping to re- 
vive their flagging action against the 


another of the most vexed issues, 
Turkey's human rights record. 

“In regard to the situation con- 
cerning the rights of man and the 
democratisation process, the com- 
mission finds that the programme 
of the Turkish government has so 
far had no discernible effect,” the 
report said. 

Sir Leon's plan for a new transat- 
lantic marketplace would scrap all 
remaining tariffs on goods, agree 
common regulations and liberallse 
services between the US and the 
EU, and add $198 billion to US-Euro- 
pean trade. The proposal, which has 
received a preliminary welcome in 
Washington after long discussions 
with the. Clinton administration and 
with both sides in the US Congress, 
is being sold by Sir Leon as a way 
“to enhance the broader political re- 
lationship between the US and the 
European Union”, 

Although the scheme contains no 
explicit refererice to the new single 
currency, it looks to a future domi- 
nated by the dollar and the euro, 
from the two economic systems 
which between them account for 
two-thirds qf world trade and more 
than half of the planet's GDP. After 
several years of fruitless discus 
sions about a Trane-Atlantic Free 
Trade Area, the marketplace pro- 
posal is being launched now be- 


cause the Asian financial crisis has | the Council ا‎ 1 

revealed the limitations of the Clin- | It would be unwise, there لا‎ : 

ton administration's early infatua- | :sume that , çither il 1 3 E 3 ۳ 

tion with the Pacific Rim. 8 grandiost rate el e ETE: 2 EE : إ4‎ 
The plan is highly ambltlous, with | pasa. With poley af Ho dawin Îaa well a5 up this fay partly bë a resûlt'of exctiangé tae Hiciiatiors) aid you k thé amount iavested. Pase perforinance is nit necessarily a guide to 


the EU recognising that freedom of | a8 this, 
services will also require some lib. '| (EU commands 


sel Kenneth Starr, whose role has 
been the object of such extravagant 
criticism as the crisis has eddied 
into a variety of side channels over 
recent days. 

The importance of this version of 
events is that it would link the Starr 
investigation to the Jones cage, 
What it says is that Tripp, who twice 
in that week had secretly recorded 
conversations with Lewinsky in 
which, it is said, she led the former 
intern through the whole story of 
her relationship with Clinton and 
hig friend Vernon Jordan, then met 
the Jones team orı the night before 
the crucial Clinton deposition. At 
that meeting, we may reasonably 
suppose that Tripp gave the Jones 
team a detailed version of what 
Lewinsky had been saying. And it is 
hard to believe that the meeting at 
Tripp's house did not take place 
without the knowledge, and pre- 
a also the encouragement, of 

tarr. 


Beware of the EU bearing gifts 


union funds, and while Athens and 
both play at brinkmanship 
over Cyprus. 

“The EU is committed to the 
process of broadening and deepen- 
Ing our relations with Turkey,” the 
EU's foreign affairs commissioner, 
Hans van den Broek, said last week. 
“We need to find solutions in the 
Council [of Ministers] to the prob- 
lea of the customs union funds. It is 
urgent that the Council adopts as 
soon as possible the financial regu- 
lation of the special action concern- 


ing . 
Under EU etiquette, the Commis- 
sion cannot bring itself to call a 
spade a apade and name Greece as 
the immediate problem. But furking 
behind Greece's objections lie other 
obstacles. There is Germany's re- 
luctance to say tha an accession 


process is under way that could 


eventually allow free movement of 
Turks into Germany, to join the 
2 million already there. And there 
was the provocative remark by the 
Luxembourg prime minister, Jearr 
Claude Juncker, at the Luxenıbourg 
summit last December when he 
hosted the EU summit, that he did 
not care “to sit at the same Euro- 
table as Turkish torturers”, 

As well as the “new European 
strategy” for Turkey, the Commis- 
sion also approved last week the text 
of the second annual report to the 
European parliament on relations 
with Turkey. A. factual rather than a 
policy document, this highlighted 


‘This, it is now becoming clear, was 
the 24 hours that began on Friday 
January 16 — when Linda Tripp 
taped a conversation with Monica 
Lewinsky in the Ritz Carlton Hotel in 
Arlington, Virginia — and ended 
with the return to the White House 
the following day of a shocked Bill 
Clinton after his five-hour deposition 
hearing with Paula Jones’s lawyers, 

The Washington Post's scoop 
gave anı İinmensely detailed account 
of the Clinton deposition, revealing 
much that had previously only been 
rumoured about the questioning to 
which he was subjected, and about 
the answers that Clinton gave under 
oath. Note those words “under 
aath", because if the Post's account 
is correct — and the response of the 
White House and Clinton's lawyers 
made clear that it is — those an- 
swers now represent a series of 
fixed points with which all Clinton's 
statements, past, present arid future, 
must be reconciled. 

Amid so much rich material, how- 
ever, one particular claim caught 
the eye. Î quote it in full, exactly as 
published in the Post's account: 

“On Friday, January 16, the day 
before the deposition, Tripp lured 
Lewinsky to an Arlington hotel so 
that Starr’s investigators could con 
front her. As the prosecutors ques- 
toned Lewinsky, ‘Tripp left the hotel 
and went to her Maryland home, 
where she met that evening with a 
Janes lawyer”. 

if this claim is true — and it is 
still only a claim — it would not only 
provide a missing link to much of 
what has been happening over the 
past frenzied weeks, but also tell us 
a great deal about the prosecution 
methods of the independent coun- 


lantic Marketplace" to the US with- 
out taking the elementary precau- 
tion of ensuring that the entire 
European Commission, let alone the 
member states in the Council of 
Ministers, was in full support of it. 
Both French commissloners were 
opposed. 

At least the full Commission en- 
dorsed the offer to Turkey, hoping 
to avold a complete breakdown in 
relations with a thinly veiled appeal 
to the other member states to pres 
sure Greece into lifting its blockade 
of the $430 million already promised 
to Turkey under the long-agreed 
customs union, 

But with the grim inevitability of 
a Greek tragedy, a serious crisis is 
approaching. The EU is scheduled 
to open accession negotiations with 
Cyprus on March 31, a move that 
Turkey says will force it to respond 
by strengthening its own links to 
Turkish-occupied northern Cyprus. 

This could mean permanent parti 
tion, and in practical terms make it 
impossible for the EU to absorb a 
part or the whole of a divided island. 
Europe's carrot was the formal 
offer to Turkey of a status very 
close to EU membership. It would 
include a strengthened. customs 
union, with virtual free trade in ser- 
vices and farm produce, a range of 
co-operative ventures İn ing 
from industrial policy to teletommu- 
nications, and participation in EU 
program mes. But this rings hollow 
while Greece blocks the customs 


Starr sets up Slick 
Willie for a sting 


phase in the Clinton-Lewinsky crisis. i. 


Europe this week 
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Washington diary 
Martin Kettle 


ATCHING OUT for facts 

amid the ceaseless torrent 

of words that continue to 
be published every day about the 
Clinton-Lewinsky affair is a bit ike 
being a 49er panning for the glint of 
gold in a stream that is mosHy full of 
dirt aod slurry, 

After the initial excitement it has 
become a painstaking, and even 
boring, daily chore to sift through 
the stream of words, but the task is 
far Irom hopeless, Just as the Gold 
Rush miners knew that there was 
gold in the hills if only they could 
find it, go we commentators know 
that there are facts in the articles 
andinterviews lf one is alert enough 
to spot them. 

Last week, the Washington Post 
seemed to have struck a rich seam 
of new glitter when someone —~ and 
one would part with serious maney 
to know the identity of this leaker — 
passed them a detailed and appar- 
ently reliable account of what in- 
creasingly appears to be the pivotal 


Martin Walker 


HEN THE president of the 

United States wants to make a 
forceful point, aircraft carriers start 
to move. When the European Union 
wants to assert itself, it offers a 
trade deal. This may be a more 
civilised way of doing things. But 
the EU is going to have to learn that 
its diplomacy by trade pact is sub- 
ject to exactly the same rules as the 
aircraft carriers, They must be the 
reagan of a coherent political 
wi 


The EU last week offered two 
juicy trade deals, one to the US and 
the other to Turkey. Neither one is 
what it seems, because neither had 
the backing of all 15 member states. 
Sir Leon Brittan, the EU trade com- 
missioner, offered “A New Transat- 
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in Brlef 


LMOST 2,000 images of 
child pornography have 
been removed from the mternet 
in the past year after complaints 
to the British industry watchdog, 


REVOR REES-J ONES, the 

bodyguard and sole survivor 
af the craah that killed Diana, 
Princess of Wales, spoke to the 
French judge handling the case 
about his improved recollection, 
but added little new information. 


RITISH troops in the Gulf 

have belatediy been offered 
vaccination againat anthrax, the 
main biological weapon Saddam 
Hussein la believed to have 
hidden from United Nationa 
weapons inspectors. 


NDREW ARMSTRONG, an 

alcoholic who killed three 
cyclists after being scen at the 
wheel of his car clutching a bot- 
tle of vodka, has been jailed for 
geven years and banned from 
driving for 15 years. 


HE Seventh Day Adventisis 

have become the first minor 
Christian denomination to win 
state funding for a school when 
the Government sald lt was snt- 
lefîied with standards at John 
Loughborough secondary in 
Haringey, north London. 


T LEAST one in cight 14- 

and 15-year-ulds will have 
used anı illegai drug in the past 
month, but the survey by the 
Schoola Health Educaton Urıit 
also found that fewer children 
reportecdl having experimented 
with drugs than in previous years. 


HE Government is to legis- 

late to atop men accused of 
rape cross-exnmining alleged 
victims in court after dispensing 
with the aervices of lawyers, 


S O MANY people detained by 
police are under the influ- 
ence.of alcohol or drugs that the 
u8e of detoxification centres 
should be considered, the Audit 
Commisaion reports. Fifty-four . 
per cent of police surgeon call- 
ت‎ al to drugs and er 


ROSTITUTES working in 

Ginsgow are to be isgued 
with personal attack alarma by 
police following the ııurder of 
Margo Lafferty, the seventh 

killing in the clty’gs red llght 
district in the paşt six years, . 


ONYBLAIR has attended. , 

mass alone at Westminster : 
Cathedral several timea alnce 
Chrlatmas, prompting specula- 
Hlon,about the extent to which he, 
is drawn to the Roman Catholic , 
falih practised by hie wife, 8 
Chena; andth thelr three re 


HE Govertiment! han. off 
loaded £1 þilion, of student -; 
debt to NatWest Baok, whlch 
to maintain the existing 
t terms for borrowers, 


| n rates pf interest im- . 


ted to the rate of inflation. 


eyewitness, who sald he saw her at 
a hollday home in Germany rented 
by the IRA active service unit, and 
that her fingerprints were found on 
a cellophane wrapping. 

Her supporters sald the eyewit- 
ness had retracted his staternent on 
German television. They suggested 
that the fingerprints could have 
been found elsewhere and trans- 
ferred to Germany. 

Itis believed that Ms McAliskey’s 

mental condition stemrned from her 
time in Castlereagh holding centre, 
Belfast, where she was first inter- 
viewed. She was later sent to Lon- 
don and held in both Belmarsh and 
Holloway prison. 
@ The maverick Loyalist Volunteer 
Force, thought responsible for the 
killings in Poyntzpass, Co Armagh, 
last week of Catholic Damien 
Trainor and his lifelong Protestant 
friend, Phillp Allen, issued threats 
this week against Protestants who 
collude in the peace process. They 
included churchmer, politiciana 
and the business community, 


hıe had raised Mis MicAliskey’s situa- 
tion several times with the North- 
ern Ireland Secretary, Mo Mowlam. 

Ms McAliskey, aged 26, was 
arrested in Northern Ireland in 
November 1996 after the German 
authoritles identified her as a sus- 
pect in the attack on Osnabruck bar- 
racks in June 1996. She won bail 
after she was examined by psychia- 
trists, provided she stayed at the 
mother-andk-baby unit at the Mauds- 
ley hospital in south London. 

Under the terms of the extradi- 
tion agreement, the British courts 
did not need to be satisfied that 
there was a case to be answered. 
Ma McAliskey’s lawyers had heavily 
criticised the identification evidence 
linking her to the June 1996 attack, 
in which there were no injuries. 

The German government's arrest 
warrant sald the evidence against 
her relied upon the statement of an 


Class actlon . . , Studenta on the march in Mancheater last week 
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sibilities they have ln dealing with 
detainees, 


A United Natlons High Conaniis- 
sioner for. Refugees inspector who 
visited the centre sald: “Britain, has 
more people.in detention for longer; 
periods of ime than any other Eùro- 
pean country," 

* About 70,000 asylum-şeekera at 
any one time are walting to. find 
whether they , will ‘be allowed to 
femain in the: UK, of. whom about 
800 are held in detention. Labour 
pledged before ihe last election .م‎ 
feform the system. . 

The Home Secretary, Jack Shaw, 
announced a review. of, the. whole 
asylum system.. after, riotin 2: 
Campsfjeld House last year, Six{et 
detainçes were. arrested. after,i the 
Hoting, 13 were charged and ning are. . 
in custofly awaiting, tial... Charges 
against four others were dropped. 


joined more than 2 millon undergraduates across the country who 
walked out of lectures over the Governmenta plans to introduce 
£1,000-a-year tuition fees (Me over we, page 28) 


Asylum-seekers system 
an ‘utter shambles’ 


‘Luoy Patton. 


HE Chief Inspector of Prisons 

has described Britain's aystem 
for dealing with asylumr-seekers aş a 
“complete and utter shambles” after 
visiting one of Britain's biggest 
detention centres. 

. According to a leaked letter, Sir 
David Ramshbotham condermned the 
system İn a report after he made a 
surprise viait to Campsfield House 
in Oxford, where inmates have com 
plained of racism from staff, heavy-, 
handed security,. insufficient fool 
and prisonrstyle incarceration. 

The report said the centre — run 


.| by the Group 4 security firın ~~ was 


"a complete and utter shambles, not. 


3 only as far as the immigration policy 
iş concerned but over all areas cou: 


nected with immigration detainees 
and asylumseekers”, ., 

‘It added: *Group 4 have been: put 
İn an impossible situation, They do 


.Î not know what rights and respon. 


slon to Sinn Fein ahead of ita critical 
meeting with the Prime Minister, 
Tony Blair, probably on Thursday. It 
will decide whether to return to the 
multiparty talks at Stormont after 
the Downing Street summit, 

Ian Paisley Jr, justice spokesman 
for the Democratic Unionist Party, 
said: “I am totally disgusted, but not 
surprised at this sop to the republi- 
can movement.” 

Ulster Unionist MP Ken Maginnis 
said: “No one will be surprised if she 
now makes a miraculous recovery, 
The decision by the Home Secretary 
will, unfortunately, put doubt in the 
minds of the international commu- 
nity about the UKs commitment to 
extradition of terrorist suspects.” 

The Irish government, under re- 
newed pressure from Sinn Fein to 
deliver nationalist demands at Stor- 
mont, was delighted. David Andrews, 

ish foreign affairs minister, said 


Body may be exhumed 
in Woodward appeal 


hard surface on February 4, 1997. 
Bul the defence claiın the injury 
was at least three weeks old and 
cuull have been an accident or 
caused by someone else. 

Woodward was found guilty of 
second degree murder by a jury last 
October, But in a surprise (lecision 
10 days later, Judge Hiller Zobel 
released her after reduting her 
conviction to one of involuntary 
manslauglıter and altering her 15- 
year sentence to the 279 days she 
lıad already spent in custody. 

Both sides are appealing against 
his decision. The defence wants her 
conviction overturned, Tle prosecu- 
tion wants the original verdict and 
sentence reinstated and argıtes that 
the judge overreached his powers. 

Mr Good sald: “It's our contention 
that this case raises a queslion as to 
whether a legal judgment in this 
parllcular case may flout conclusive, 
uncontested, scientific evideııce.” 

Ms Singh said the medical evi- 
dence was a matter of conjecture and 
that the jury had rejected the de- 
fence's argument and that of medical 
experts, She argued that Judge Zobel 
had abused his power by reducing 
the conviction to manslaughter. 
` The seven judges have 120 days 
to declde. They have five options: to 
reinstate the jury’s verdict and origl- 
nal sentence; to : uphold Judge 
Zobel's decision; to call for a retrlal; 
to quash the conviction completely; 
to upklold Judge Zobel's decision 
but impose a heavier sentence, 


which could .result in Woodward | 


returning to jail, 


ao cuts Aids drug price 


` reckon about. 600,000 babies 
died last year after contracting 
the HIV virus from thelr mothers. 
.„ Glaxo's initlative comes just 

a month after Şmith Kline . 
Beecham said jt would invest 

up to §1 billlon in drugs to end 
elephantiasis in the developing. 
world, where about 120 milion 
people are affected. 

: Druga groups have been: 
Accused of making gestures to 
poorer countries only when 
their costly drugs come out of - . 
patent and.their earnings value . 
declines dramatically, butA2T..:: 
stl has years to run. : 


AND WHEN DID OU LAST 
SEE YOUR FLOOR BOARDS? 


Jakob disease), from which around 
20 people have died. 

The inquiry had been expected to 
report by the end of {he year. But 
even as it opened, its chairman, 
Lord Justice Phillipa, asked for an 
extra six nonths, saying he did not 
want a report which was superficial 
because it had been rushed. 

‘There are hopes that the world- 
wide ban on British beef could be 
eased this montlı following a vote by 
mosl European stales to let North- 
ern Ireland resume exports fron 
herds certified free of BSE, North- 
ern Ireland is the only region thal 
meels the Luropean Union's strin- 
gent conditions because it has for 
more than eight years used a com- 
puterised system lor tracking its 
cattle from birth. 


tentlon. But she is to,remain in hospi 
|| alfor further medical treatment, saidl 
(cAliskey, 


Big spending in ‘a noble cause’ 


The Lord Chancellor does not so 
much answer questions as unroll a 
speech, like valuable hand-blockerl 


RANADA television publicly 
apologised to the Marks and 
Spencer retail group, and agreed to 
pay an estinıated £50,000 damages 
and more than £600,000 costs, over 


thoughtl A pigeon defecaing n | 
wig; now that night have been‘, 
barrassing. "Future gencralionsT 


PARLIAMENTARY SKETCH 
Simon Hoggart 


e Joanna Coles‏ ت 

a programme alleging that the wallpaper. Nothing is ever (rue, but | agree, and will see this as a stom 

company exploited child labour lı a ORD IRVINE, appearing before | instead “is the case, across Ihe | a teacup," he vouchsafed. He - InBoston, Massachusetts 

Moroccan factory. the Commons public adminis- | board, as it were, for all manner of | be right. Peter Mandelson has: | AWYERS for Louise Woodward, 
The setilement was reached tration comniittee, nıight have | reasons". He never does anything | ably spent the last month in ar 


he British au pair convicted ol 


three days into whal could have minslaughter last autumn, on Mon 


bank, conducting a focus grow: 
been a six-week libel trlal when the 


the views of future generations. 


adopted the approach humorous, 


so plebeian as agree with sonme- 
with a few selfdeprecating jokes 


thing, but examines himself and de- 


1 
judge, Mr Justice Popplewell, de- | about the £650,000 redecoration of | clares that “I find myself hospitable He went on, "I don't think tht: IEE 
cided to turn the action into a "sud- İ his apartments at Westminster. to the idea". apologies are due. I read lhe ahe Eappen to try to prove her 
den death" trlal, inviting the jury to He. could have turned up before He treated the committee like a j mentators who say, "Three de n 


view the programme and decide 
what if meant, without hearing any 
evidence from witnesses — a 
course that could pave the way for 
swift settlements in future actions. 
The jury decided that the pro- 
gramme did give viewers the im- 
pression that M&S had deliberately 
misled customers by selling gar- 
ments labelled “Made in the UK” 
that it knew were made abroad. 
Granada could supply no evidence 
that M&S had such knowledge. 


headmaster inspecting the debating 
society. “This is a speech, hot a UES 
tion,” he announced to one imperti- 
nent young MP, He instructed then 
to pause for his answers. When he 
was a QC, mere judges probably 
quailed before his admonitions. 

The more he was attacked, tle 
more selfless he appeared, in lıis 
own eyes at least. Andrew Tyrie 
(Conservative, Chichester) won- 
dered if he regretted the long letter 
he had written to Black Rocl, ex- 
plaining what connoisseurs he and 
Lady frvine were, and how perfectly 
justified it was for [ine works of art 
to be shipped immediately to deco- 


the püblit administratioj committee 
weering white overalls, with paint- 
spattered shoes, and a beat-up radio 
smeared with putty. They would 
have loved lıim. (Nancy Reagan, 
faced with similar charges of over- 
spending on interior decor and 
crockery, came to a dinner for White 
House correspondents in ragged 
clothes and an old straw hat, singing 
Second Hand Rose. The issue was 
dead and buried overnight.) 

Instead, he took the approach 
pompous. He was not merely right 
when he requested his refurbish- 
ments: he was working “In a noble 
cause” ~— like extending the fran- 
chise or defeating Hitler. 


that this work has been dont | 

three cheers for the comniitleel el ê a اه‎ 

chose to make the decision!” „,| ning in Boston before a a 
Suddenly we had a picture %'ı en mg 

nation rejoicing at the redecorei? tey 1 a 

Ii was like VE Day. There roll: |. Andre Good ald coal med 

school holidays to celebrate * ٣ ا‎ evidence, inclu ding a of 
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The trouble is that even a hry هة‎ i 0 

lhe Lord Chancellor İS FÎ he defence could تاا‎ 

pompous than lt is possible 0 autopsy, He said ا‎ a 

ine, he may be right. i ence hat pointed e al 

did the İnterlor decorations 3 4S not a matter of ry 

Palace he insisted 1 ن‎ Meofsclence". conjectui 

cost nearly £4 ion € could have. 

maintain today. Elther you ke a ft started ae e st 


up, or go in for chip’ ull fracl 
Formica. As Lord Irvine pul 1 Mr Good said. “Tf the 


HE PUBLISHERS Harper- 
Collins, owned by the media 
tycoon, Rupert Murdoch, made an 


rate their quarters. Had the leak of er lear 
abject, “unreserved” apology to | “Future generations will be grate- | this letter proved embarrassing? are not talking about to support that 
Chris Patten, the last governor of Î ful,” he insisted, often. Embarrassed? Perish tle | down atthe DIY store". 


Hong Kong, for suggesting that his ام‎ e erte 


forthcoming book, East And West, ole «e e et 
‘Foul play’ over passive smoking rep 


was “too boring" to publisl?. 
Bill O'Neill, sclence reser! e to which Ms 


HarperCollins's rejection of the 
manuscript was seen as evidence of 
viser at the BMA, ssid hee“ The age of 
signs that the industry: 


Mr Murdoch's media empire kow- 

towing to Beljing in order to protect 

his business interests in East Asla. 

The firm will pay Mr Patten the rest chosen for years to Ignore 
tacks on it, had اق‎ tob 

pro-active in tle past few we 

are aware of 4 0 


the tobacco İindustry’s interpretation 
of the WHO study was wrong. For 
the past 10 years studies had clearly 
shown that those who live with 
smokers had a 25 per cent increased 
risk of developing cancer. The Euro- 
pean study was no different. 

“The authors’ own conclusion is 
that their study is totally consistent 
with previous work,” he said. 

The new study, by Rodokfo 
Saracci, had not been held up by the 
WHO, he said. It had been. submit- 
ted to the Journal of the National 
Cancer Institute in the US, Any 
delay was caused by the lengthy 
process of peer review. 

The tobacco industry had ' 
claimed the WHO study was the 
largestof lts type and that: lt had 
found not only that passive amoking 
does not kill, but that it may even 
have a protective effect. a, director 

Doctors from. thie British Medical |’ 0 
Association retorted that the study’ | of the Cancer Rese tation 
of 650 lung ‘cancer patients and Fele 8 
"1,542. 2. henlly. people was, dwarfed "hig 

the 4,600. caşes that, Dr e 
|` reviewed last. Qetobkr. , 


Sarah Boseley 


HE tobacco industry was ac- 

cused by doctors of foul play 
last week for claiming that an un- 
publislıed European study cleared 
passive smoking of causing cancer. 
There was angry reaction to 
British American Tobacco’s allega- 
tion that publication of the study 
was being held up by the World 
Health Organisation, which had 
commissioned it, because its Con- 
clusions would set back the anti- 
sınoking crusade, 

BAT was accused of deliberately 
drawing wrong conclusions from 
the European sludly in tlıe fıope’ of 
laying a false trall ahead of what 

ay be a damaging report from the 
Department of Health, A Govern- 
ment review of the evidence, due to 
be published this week, is likely to 
conclude passive smoking İs a killer. 

Malcolm Law, one of the authors 
of a definitive analysis of the re- 
„| search to date into passive smoking, 

. which was published in the British 

Medical Journal last October, said. 


of his advance of £125,000. His 
book, strongly critical of China, will 
be published by Macmillan. 
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Bilair’s friends in the 
north stick to socialism 


LD-FASHIONED socialist fer- 

vour, largely purged from the 
New Labour parity, still Mourishes 
north of the border, as the Prime 
Minister discovered to his discormfi- 
ture when he went to lecture his 
troops al the annual conference of 
the Scottish Labour parly in Perth, 

‘Tony Blair warned delegates that 
they would need to keep their nerve 
in the months ahead because keep- 
ing within a prudent financial path 
was going to be difficult. Hilting out 
al the speıuding demands of leftwing 
crilics, he sald thal tough actions 
and hard choices hal to be made 
“because we are in the real world”, 

‘The conference listened politely, 
then passed a number of resolutions 
crillcal of Government policy, and 
another to scrap tlıe Trident missile 
system, thereby releasing £1.5 bil 
lion for housing and education. Del- 
eganles were clearly asking why 
‘Trident should be prolected from 
the tough questioning being applied 
to other areas of public spending, 

Mr Blair first clashed with his 
comrades north of the border over 
his insistence that Scottish self-rule 
should be subject to a referendum. 
More recenly, the Scots have been 
angerecl by the intention of the Lord 
Chancellor, Lord Irvine, to veto 
plans to legally enshrine “gender bal 
ance” in the Edinburgh parliament. 
Nor are they pleased by Mr Blair's 
reported scheme to exclude trouble. 
some lefiwingers when candidates 
for that parliament are selected, 

In England, Labour’s policies are 
fashioned by the need to beat the 
Conservatives at the next general 
electlon. In Scotland, where Tories 
are almost an extincl species, the 
main threat comes from left-leaning 
nationalists, which explains party 
members’ altachnıent to pre-Blairite 
socialist pollcy relics. 


REEMASONS decided against a 

confrontatlon with MPs, and 
escaped a charge of contempt of 
Parliament, by reluctantly handing 
over the names of 16 members who 
nay have been involved in contro- 
versial police investigations. 

The Commons Home Affairs 
Select Committee, inquiring into 
freemasonry İn the police and the 
judiciary, asked the Masons last 
summer to ilentify their members 
from a list of 160 officers Involved in 
investigations such as the Birming- 
han pub bombings. When the re- 
quest was refused, the committee 
issued A formal order, to be 
complied with within 14 days. 


The United Grand Lodge of 


England waited until the last possible 
moment before handing over the 
names. The lodge's Grand Secretary, 
Commander Michael Higham, said 
his board was "extremely uncomfort- 
able” about belng compelled to 
comply, and he would be writing to 
the Prime Minister to express 
concern about the erosion of "long- 
established rights of lawful 
association", 


ORE THAN 300 ministers, 
former miuisters and ' civil 
servants ‘are expected to give evi 
dence to a public inquiry into the 
causes of BSE(mad cow disease), 
he way. İt wna handled by. gqvern- 
: ment, the Honky bewegen if.and a. 

i vatiant' of CJD (Creutzfeldlt- 
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Call to reney) (Hereditary peers to i | Cornwall's last 


tin mine shuts 


Geoffrey Glbbs 


HOUSANDS of years of 

Cornish history drew to an 
emotional close last week when 
mirıers emerged into the day’ 
light after completing the last 
drilllng and blasting shift at 
Britain's only remaining tin mine. 

An they left the gates of South 
Crofty for an uncertain future in 
one of the most economically 
disadvantaged parts of Britaln, 
the grim-faced dinners were 
greeted by a vigil of hundreds 
of men and women, come to 
mourn the passing of an indus- 
try that once formed the hed- 
rock of the local economy. 

“Itia not just the jobs that are 
going, it's a whole way of Hfe that 
is being deatroyed," said Mark 
Kaczmarek, a skilled under- 
ground worker at Crofty for more 
than 17 years. 

The South Crofty mine at Pool 
has becn liviug under the thrent 
of closure since last Auuust, 
when the minıe's Canaditın own- 
ers dlecided to vense priduvtit 
in the fnce of heavy lasscs 
caused by the sirengih of sirr 
ling and falling world tin prices, 

Closure of the ınino marks thi’ 
demise uf an industry that dates 

back more han 2,000 years to 
the recovery of alluvial tin frm 
the region's moors and streums. 
But the cisvovery ùf cheaper over- 
seas deposits forced (thousands 


Bulger killers ruling may change law 


FUNDAMENTAL change in 
way the English legal sys- 
tem deals with child killers was in 
prospect last week after the two 
boys who murdered toddler James 
Bulger were given the go-ahcad to 
challenge the Governınent in the 
European Court of Human Rights, 


cleared the way for a claim by 
Robert Thompson and Jon Venables 
that the systeın, in trying them like 
adülts, amid massive publicity, had 
been unfair. 

After a private hearing, the com- 
misslon ruled there was a prima 
facle case that both their trial and 
sentencing violated the European 
Convention on Human Rights. 


One of the 200 minên wafting to start his last shift before the 
Cornish tin mine at South Crofty finally closed rHOT?. SAM ora! moanE Î of Cornish miners to emigrate. 


they were subjected lo “inhuman 
and degrading treatment" in tlhe 
way they were tried, detained and 
seritenced. If the challenge suc- 
ceeds, the Home Secretary could 
lose the' right to decide the mini- 
mum periocl youngsters guilty of 
serious çrimes spend İn custody. 

٤ The European Commission of 
Lawyers for the boys argued that 


go in Lords reform 


Lords. The Conservatives retain a 
massive majority in the Lords and 
can easily delay the bill, 

If the bill goes through, the Lords 
will temporarily be made up only of 
life peers. Labour is likely In the end 
to opt for a second chamber that is 
partly elected and partly appointed, 

The Conservatives had been 
seeking a compronıise İn which 
some of their most active hereditary 
peers could be made into life peers. 
The Government will use that as a 
bargaining counter to try to get its 
bill through next year. 

TH the Conservative peers fight 
the bill all the way, seriously delay- 
ing its passage, Labour can resort to 
the tactics used by the Liberal gov- 
ernment in 1911, threatening to 
swamp the Lords by appointing 
Labour peers to give itself an overall 
majority. 

Until the Tory leak last week tle 
cabinet committee hal been in 
deadlock over tactics. Ministers 
such as Mr Straw andl the Leader’ of 
the Commons, Ann Taylor, liad 
favourecl abolition of the hereditary 
peers as 1 firs sfage, but Lord 
Irvine and Lord Richard wanlerl 1o 
explure the possibilily of a big bang. 
® Peers examining the scientific 
argumenis over the medical and 
recreational use of cannabis have 
made a pact not to admit publicly 
whether they have ever taken the 
drug themselves. 

The newly convened House uf 
Lords subcommittee will hear fron 
doctors, drugs advice agencies, gov- 
ernment departments and cannabis 
users during its eight-month inquiry. 

The committee's report is not €x- 
pected to make any recommenda- 
tion on decrinıinalisation. 

Members have confined their 
remit to the scientific aspects of the 


` drug's use, They will seek to estab- 


lish the ‘strength of scientific evi- 
dence in favour of permitting the 
medical use of cannabis and of 
maintaining prohibitlor for recrer 
ational use. . 


Ewen MacAsklll 


HE Government is to end 


months of hesitation over 
Lords reform by pressing 
ahead with the abolition of herédi- 
tary peers later this year. 
The decision of senior Labour fig- 


be included in the Queen's Speech 
in the autumn, and the ground- 
breaking constitutional bil is ex- 


In January a cabinet committee 
was set up to look at alternatives for 
the Lords. Labour had been willing 
1o seek a compromise with the To- 
ries on Lords reform in the belief 
that this زا‎ be the easiest way to 
bring it about. 

The Lord Chancellor, Lord 
Irvine; the Leader of the Lorcis, 
Lor Richarcl; the Hame Secretaı'y, 
Jk Straw; and other cabinet minis 
lera had been debating the besl wiy 
lo meet the Conservative objeetinn 
that lhe Government's position was 
irrational: planning to abolish 
hereditary peers without saying 
what to put in their place. 

In the face of this criticism, 
Labour had considered a "big bang” 
j approach, combining abolition ûf 
le hereditary peers with the intro 
duction of anı elected chamber. But 
relations between Labour and Tory 
peers were soured last week when 
the Conservatives set out to enbar- 
tass the Government by leaking the 
uews of joint consultations, 

Labour has now decided to drop 
ihe big bang approach. “We are 
going ahead without having mapped 
il out In every detail, We will worry 
dbout what to put in place of the 

ies the following year,” the 
source sald. 

The scene is set for a confronta- 
tion between the Comntons and de 


Palace. to limit: 
royal titles 


pension link 
to earnings 


week launched a renewed asx 
on the Government over pension 
claiming National Insurance cufiin 
were “swimming in cash” that cu’: 
be used to restore the link betwee) 
pensions and earnings. 

Lady Castle, at 87 atill a form 
ble campaigner on the issue, war: 
that unless the link she forged i 


the current basic state pense: 
“wither on the vine”. 

Publishing evidence from te 
canıpaign group, Security in Ri 
ment for Everyone, she said pari; 
mentary answers had show 
almost £1 billion in Treasury gre 
to the National Insurance Fund r: 
mainedl unused in the currenl fin 
cial year. 

Pete Townsend, emerilus pi: 
sor of social policy at Bristol Un’ 
sity and co-author of ile evideiv 
pamphlet, Fair Slıares for Peni 
ers, said (ying pensions ami 
rather than prices Was “pale: 
affordable", though it youd + 
mately mean increased Nile. 
Insurance contributions. 1 

The Depariment for Social ¥ j 
rity argues that the Treas) | 
is a maximum sum, made a 
to supplement the National le 
ance fund to ensure thal a۴ 
sions and benefits are paid. 


Lady Castle's group الح‎ o + 


Government to fulfil its manic 
pledge tlıat the basic stale pet 
will remain the foundation o 
sions policy. It also outlines CO: 
over the State Earnings 
Pension Scheme (Serps). bse; 
“ınoving implacably to dome 
Serys” the Government ا‎ 
people the choice between 2% 
pay-as-you-go scheme, أ ا‎ 
guaranteecl pension, ar 
tery of playing the ر‎ | 
® Welfare groupa last ا‎ 
clared they would flght on 1 
turn curbs on ‘war pensions 
deafness, dfter the: i 
held the یو‎ oii he | 


down amendnıents lo block it, It has 
no chance.” 

The official Downing Street line 
continued to be neutral, insisting Mr 
Foster's was a private member's bill, 
and therefore not its responsibility. 

During much of the debate, Con- 
servative MPs talked among them- 
selves, with Labour MPs sitting in 
silence, anxious not to waste any 
more time than necessary. As part 
of the time-wasting, Tory MPs de- 
bated the definition of “a dog”, with 
one insisting that if tte bill went 
through, “dogs” would be banned 
from fox-hunting but not bitches. 

One of the few Labour MPs to 
speak, Kate Hoey, who leads an all- 
party band of MPs calling them- 
selves the Middle Way, condemned 
the bill as "draconian". 


ing the bill were the former deputy 
grime minister, Michael Heseltine, 
former agricultıre minister Dou- 
glas Hogg, and former defence min- 
Ister Nicholas Soames. 

Mr Hogg sald: "1 think it is a mon- 
strous infringement of civil rights 
and I oppose it on that basis," 
` The Commons debated the Wild 
Mammals (Hunting With Doga) Bill 
for fîve hours but only succeeded in 
completing voting on one of 13 
groups of amendments tabled as 
wrecking tactics by the Tories. 
When time ran out at 2.30pm, MPs 
were still debating the second 
group of amendments. 

One of the Government's bust 
ness managers said: “Even if we 
gave it time every Friday, the Con- 
servatives would just keep putting 


Tories talk out anti-hunting bill 


: But antifox-hunting MPs and 
ministers predicted that though 
they have lost this battle, such 1s the 
strength of feeling that the Govern- 
ment will have to bring in its own 
legislation, at least before the end of 
the Parliament. 

Sympathetic nmilnisters insisted 
the Government will not be able to 
ignore the scale of the support in the 
party and in the country for a ban. 

A move will be made to tack an 
anti-fox-hundng amendment to a 
crime bill later this year, though the 
Home Secretaty, Jack Straw, will 
oppose iL The Government does 
not want the legislative timetable 
clogged up and is more likely to 
bring İn a bill of its own in another 
session. 

Among Conservative MPs oppos- 


Ewen MacAsklIll 


HE anti-fox-bhunting bill was 
doomed last week after Con- 

servative MPs deployed a 
د‎ of time-wasting devices to 
block it. 

Labour MP Mike Foster's bill was 
expected to be given one last airing 
this week — on Friday — but its 
supporters privately conceded that 
it now has tio chance of progress, 

` Conservatives used a serles of 
arcane parllamentary devices to 
wreck it, In colourful but aggravat- 
ing scenes, they filibustered, threw 
top hats around the chamber, made 
numer'ous points of order, and were 
even warnetl against using up time 
by walking slowly through the 
voting lobbies. 


Prescott may claw back 
profits from rail sell-off 


aire rail director, and he's done that.” 

Mr O'Brien ls restricted on what 
he can demand because lıe is acting 
under legislation introduced by the 
Tories in their hurry to force 
through rail privatisation, 

Within hours of the deal being 
announced, GWT was fined £30,000 
by the Environment Agency for pol- 
luting a Plymouth stream, It cov- 
ered a pond with thick, black oil in 
an area with a diverse aquatic life. 

Meanwhile Railtrack was last 
week facing a furious row witlı the 
rail regulator for imposing a 25 per 
cent cut on its track ınaintenance 
bill wiıen parts of its 11,000 mile net- 
work have been declared unsafe, 

Less than 48 hours after revela- 
tions that the Health and Safety 
Executive could start prosecutions 
against the company for poor main- 
tenance, Railtrack confirmed that it 
has warned conıpanies bidding for 
work that it wants to save £80 mil- 
lion onı its annual repairs bill. 

The revelation that passenger 
safety i8 at risk because parts of the 
railway are badly maintained comes 
at a politically sensitive tine for the 
Government, Mr Prescott, is in the 
middle of negotiations with Rail 
track about a rescue bid for the 68- 
mile Channel Tunnel rail link. 


Kelth Harper 


OUGHER rules forcing rail 
companies to share ııp to 25 per 
cent of profits wilh the Government 
are being considered by the Deputy 
Prime Minister, John Prescott, in an 
atlemıpt to close loopholes in the re- 
sale of large parts of the industry. 
Mr Prescott said last week he had 
no power to prevent the takeûver of 
Great Western Trains and North 
West Trains by the bus and train 
operator’ FirstGroup for £140 million 
in a move that has made ınillion- 
aires of several former Britislı Rail 
staff. 

Buılt Whitehall sources nmacle clear 
that the Government would act to 
protect the interests of the taxpayer. 
This would require legislation lo en- 
sure that the Government would be 
able to claw back some of the profits 
in any re-sale, The downside is that 
if could take up to two years, by 
which time other companies could 
be sold on for large profits. 

Mr Prescott put a brave face on 
the deal approved by the rail fran- 
chise director John O' Brien, but 
agreed he was not “totally happy". 

“All I could do was to insist that 


Mr O'Brien negotiate something for 


the passenger, rather than a million- 


of hearing ex 
Although - bot ا‎ 


Private Bankin 


tables showing 14iyear‘olds” pêrfor- 
mance In maths; These put: England’ 
24th out of 40 countries; lagging-far 
behind Singapofê; Korea, Japar dnd 


Hong Kong. 


for more competition with the tiger 


economies of the Pacific rim. ' 


But the Institute of Public Policy 
Research said there was no evi- 
dence that boosting national attain- 


In a statemenıt read by her 


solicitor, Ms Fleming sald: “The 
past two-and-a-half years have 
been sheer hell for me and my 
family." 
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tribunal ruled lust month, 
Colleugues were accused 
of trying to diacredit her and 


mnking her life impossible 
because she had dared to 


Ally accuses 
Pinochet in 
murder case 


Eduardo Ollvares In Santiago 


UST as he is about to retire 

from the Chilean army, which 
he headed for 25 years, General 
Augusto Pinochet hans heen 
accused of having a hand in the 
murder of Orlando Leteller, wio 
was killed with his secretary in ı 
1976 bomb attack in Washing- 
ton. Leteller had been foreign 
minister in the government of 
President Salvador Allende, 
which was overthrown by 
Pinochet in 1973. 

The charge is no ordinary’ 
one: it has come from General 
Manuel Contreras, who hended 
the secret ser vice during the 
military dictatorship and was 
therefore under the direct 
orders of Pinochet, 

Following the bomh atlaek, 
investigators in (he I nited States , 
pointed lhe finger 14 
at the Chilean militıry regime's 
secret polite, ihe Dina. 

In 1005, by which time 
Chile was nı democracy agin, 
Contreras was gflven a seven-yuun' 
prison sentence. He is now ap- 
pealing against that sentence. 

From jul, Contreras saicl that 
he had always “urted in aveor- 
dance with the instructions he 
received from the president", iı 
other words Pinochet. “Pinochet 
alone, as the Dina's senior au- 
thority, could order the missions 
that were carried out. I always 
strictly obeyed orders,” 

Contreras made this claim in 
the course of belng questioned 
during investigatlons leading up 
to his trial, His statement, which 
had never been made public, las 
just been revealed by' the Madıricl 
daily El Pals, It has been passed 
on to the Spanish magistrate, 
Manuel Garcia-Castellon, who la 
examining a complaint lodged 
against Pinochet In Madrid for 
genocide and terrorism, 

Laat week, the authenticity of 
Contreras’g remarka waa con- 

' firmed both by his son, Manuel, 

` and by his lawyer. The develop- 
ment could prove highly embar- 

. ragsing, as the Dina also stands 
accused of having organised the . 
1974 murder in Argentina of 
General Carlos Prata, Pinochets 
predecéagor as army chlef, who 

: ha remained loyal to Alende’s 
elected government, . 

Manuel. Contreras Junior sald 
` that his father, Ee had been 


regime and who now pretend nf 
`w khor him’. 
What could turn out tq be a 7 
of acores betweenı former |' 


posed before handing over power |' 
"h190, , Îa dpe to becomé a life, j' 
roh Marth 1J1. | 


gripe ao dek ier eel 

: Bey intend lo oppose the arrival, 

1e sénate of “the man whogêè 

first act aa dictator was to close 

opm parllamènt” 1 
;. (March 1-2) 


Ukrtelecom, and Ukraine National 
Airlines. 

The most powerful political and 
financial groups, which are divided 
among themselves, are based in the 
eastern region of Dnepropetrovsk, 
where Kuchma, his prime minister 
Valery Pustovoitenko, and Laza- 
renko were born. 

If is also a Russlanapeaking in- 
dustrial region whose economy is 
particularly well integrated with that 
of neighbouring Russia, and which 
stands to gain most fron the im- 
proved tracle relations with Moscow 
providecl for in the agreeınent just 
signed. 

Following, like Yeltsin, the old 
"divide and rule" precept, Kuchma 
blows hot and cold with his en- 
tourage and government. But unlike 
his Russian counterpart, he cannot 
constitutionally govern by (levrev 
without running into serious ol- 
strutclion front parliament. 

This separation of powers (makes 
some analysts argue rlhiat Ukraine is 
more deımucralic than Russia, Utli- 
ers point out thal if Lhe opposition 
were lo win al the polls, Kuchma 
might be lempted to tlissolve r iat 
meul and give the Kiev regimı' 
mur'e teeth, 

His rapprochentent with Muscuw 
ımay alienate hose who vote [or tlc 
nationalist parly Ruklı (Movement), 


which, aecording tu polls, should 
get {he second highes1 number of 
votes, after the comnguuists, at the 
May 29 general election. 

But relations between Kuchma's 
National Denıocratic party and the 
Rukh's leader, Viacheslav Chornovil, 
have greatly improved since Rukh 
came to power in two Ukrainian 
regions, 

As for the communists, Kuchma 
cannot realistically expect to win 
votes by casting them İn the role of 
bogeymen Thèê communists are 
divided over the merits of "golng 
back” to a Sovlet-style regime, ancl 
many of them want Ukraine to 
remain independent. 


E a stresged , the ک‎ 


The Ukrainlan president, Leonid Kuchma, at a reall laying 
ceremony during his viait to Moscow last month PHOTO: YURIKADOBNOV 


of all activity. Direct inward invest- 
ment is low: it has totalled about 
$2 billion since 1991. 

“The government has lost control 
of spending," says a Western eco- 
nomist, “chiefly because regions 
and cities are becoming Increns- 
ingly autonomous." 


Kiev. “But in return he’s asked 
Chernomyrdin to rein in Laza- 
renko's presidential ambitions." 
The county is still ln the middle 
of a serious economic crisis, even 
though the decline in GDP has 
slowed (from -10 per cent in 1996 to 
-3 per cent in 1997). Ukraine has, 


! The Idea wis pe by onê ûf | ا‎ 


Natalle Nougayrède in Klev 
HE Ukrainian president, 
Leonid Kuchma, hopes that 


in Moscow on February 27 will bol- 
sler his chances of securing a sec- 
onl term at the presidlential election 


lween leaders of the various political 
and financial factions in Kiev, 
In January Yeltsin stated publicly 


ol a Soviet rocket factory, was 
cketed president on a pro-Russian 
plalform. But he subsequently dis- 
tanced himself from Moscow. 

The Ukrainian opposition, though 
fr from unified, is beginning to 
organise itself. Leading the leftwing 
forces is Alexander Moroz, presi 
denli of the parlioment, which is 
laminated conımunists, svcial- 
sls and agrarians. Another faction 

| is centred on the Unified Social 
emocratic parly, led by a former 
KGB boss, Yevhen Marchuk, ancl 
now silpported by a former presi- 
ا‎ E nationalist Lconid 


The small centrist anti-Knchma 
gehen, nied 

0 — a powerful 
j FS baron who was sackecl fronı the 
|p of prime minister — has been 


Lazarenko works hand in hand 
mith the Russian gas giant Gazprom, 


from Russiarr gas being 
Ukraine are put at 


been criticised for ils voluminous Observers expect the baltle be- Butin Kiev, as in Moscow, with po- 
been fl Lazarenko have j red tape, which has hindered re- tween the various Ukrainian fac | litical and business groups coluding 
1 ring off accusations af cor- Î form and privatisation. The budget | tions to affect government plans to | with each other, ideological debate 
e Û E Co | E e | a 
چو‎ e . The black economy report: y @ power company Don- economic influence. 
Jans,” says a Western observer İn edly accounts for about 50 per cent | bass Energo, the telecom company ` (March 1-2) 0 
ت‎ u E ؟ س‎ Si i N ECER 1 
. ad humanitarlan side of peace-keepin, 
France trains African peace-keeping force | rer arde saremeatoe aE. | 
ج‎ UN High Commission for Refugees, Î 
Thomas Sotinal in Baket Guinea-Bissau and Cape Verde, and | the rare recent ‘gucceases of | sald he would lke the UNHÇR and 
TNTHE Foi a English-speaking Ghana and Garr |. France's Central Africa policy — its | Recamp troops to harmonise. the 
T2 region of Bakel, a town | bia, each of whlch sent a platoon. support for the Bangui Accords’ | way they registered refugees, 
tania ng egalê border with Mauri- Î The unit, called Recamp {(Rein- | Monitoring Mission, (Misab), an It remains to be seen whether 
Mall, the "Guidimakha 98" | forcement of African Peacekeeping |: inter-African force that has kept the | France, which has just contributed 
: a og reg ~— aimed at devel Capabilities); was supported mainly |' peace in the Central African Repub- | $5.75 million to the operation, will be’ 
A 0 ı6 concept of peace-keeping İn by French logistics with nominal |’ lic (CAR) since the pring of 1997, able to afford to bear most of the cost 
phase. Fi ,۾„‎ Were entering thelr final | participation by Britaln and the Made up, of contingeats from | of actual interventions, whose. palit Û : 
and alr Tench Stateoftheart radar | United Statès. ” Guidimakha 98 | Chad, Senegal, Burkina Faso, Mali | cal purpose way not always squate’ 
absurdly systems contrasted | mobilised 3,700 meh, 30 aircraft ahd and Gabon, Misab is under African | with French aims in Afrîca. 
rato the air- | 700 vehicles, commgnd, but It is financed by | The French defence . minister, 
Maurin Clee air force. The scenario was an intervention, | France to "the tyne of $1.6 millon a | Alain Richard, who visited Bakel on 
were building military engineers |: within the, framework of a United | month, and benefits froro thie jogis- , Febriary 28, said he hoped other |‘ 
10 lake a metal raft designed | Nationé mandate and with the con- | tics of French troops still , statloned |’ Western countries would have “the 
vehicle ‘OOPS and ght armoured |. sent ‘of the belligerents, of an |. onthe continent, will and. the’ guts” bq risk their sol- 
ofcer fone o e 1 river. An ; African multinational force in a Misab has, “However, shown’ its |' diers’ ves on African soll, as ance. 
African co a DOr! 4 g& |; country where governmeat forcêd ! liritations, The’ behaviour. of, ts |’ had done. .. , 
٠ scepllcal TE an observer, was |: had cated with rebels, ; ttéops has not been beyqnd te |, ‘This Frénch ‘involvement, . a, |i 
-| he Aicans Frencli say they want Once. the ekercise is over; j proach. Their intervention n. the |: though often frownèd on in’ fion- 
keeping to take charge of peace- |! equipment that was heeded to: efu | CARs capital, Bingul, in June i997 | Frenchapeaking / ÎCA, does help tê 
Dg oun j jO veR, : but heré noth- ; Recamp wlll reriairi ' in tie. Sene. | left gome 100 civllans dead. Misab' |. prevent an ,Africari regional po’ 
Gtimak withgut the Fterich." |i „Dakar, with ã French ll was backed up by French lozletes hoi dominating ita neighbours. a lila 
f very much 98 was nevertheless marine 1 ght infantry battalion Bj’ and “operational assistance" troops, ı well’ kiowg, for example, that the 
| Maurilanla aq 1Can affair, Senegal, ; toned there. It will be Hiandéd öı ‘which had ‘already twice crushed |' West-Africairi forcé' Ecomûg, which 
2and Mall formed a multi. |; to any futuirê fûter.Aftican forfcê on : reels raele yg o o to. oust the president, |ı has intérvenéd iri Liberia and Sierra. 
çping battalion with |. that has rêcejved a ÛN niandateé . Leone, ا ا ا‎ 1 


أ 
GUARDIAN‏ 
Nerina‏ 


Weighed down by an 


Information overload 


2. 


that blurring of the public and pri 
vate that makes people feel that the 
private lives and messages, of olk 
ers are their property as entertair 
ment, Kierkegaard defined the 
phenomenon succinctly when 
wrote that “this gallery . . . iş on le 
look-out for distraction and sou 
abandons itself to the idea tht 
everything that anyone does ia done 
in order to give it, the public, some 
thing to gossip about". 

The novel characteristics of the 
information revolution are said to be 
the merging of different forms ol 

message-sending through the unio 
i the computer, telephone and tele 
vision, the sheer volume of mes 
sages zooming about, and her 
extreme differentigtion, Bill Gates 5 
a less popular figure than he used lo | ty 
be because Microsoft has been cav 
lier with its competitors, wilh gor 
ernment and courts trying to ensue 
fair competition, But it may also be 
that Gates is suffering from the rex: 
tions of a public beginning to weary , 
of the sheer number of messages; | 
and of their mind-battering diversi. ı | 
One figure quoted is of 1,600 inages : i 
per minute per channel on Amerikan . | 
television in the late eighties, and 0 
this you can add radio at 100 wordsa أ‎ 
minute, newspapers at 150,000 word i 
a day, and advertising messages 
1,600 a day, as well as the growing | 
nuntber of personal messages. 
web has the potential for adding bur . | 
dreds of thousands nore. 

Early thinkers on the mass meda 
warned that governments or Cop? 
rations would dominate public opir 
ion directly, which of course ey + 
do, and it is an idea that still shapés. | 
attitudes to men like Gates 
Murdoclı. But the new really hs 
also turned out to be a Tulip 
of very different messages 
and rejected by a multiplicity olin) | 
viduals, It is a kind of endless |. 
stormy weather of messsEe | 
swirling unpredictably this way 
that, into which ordinary pepe | ' 
shout their own little tales. I 
is a dominant “message of m# ' 
sages” İt is of the unavoidably Fa 
mentary, fractured, and 
nature of communication. 


ORE may not nece! 

EET 
mean more. The اا‎ 

messages squeezes the 

able for those messages on & 

past that come from reading, 8 


deliver messages fC 
against the time in which the 


int of adimohishing a e 
Pequualntance who he felt hr اسا‎ 
understood a work of art. 1 


near to bursting oul ad of 


ing there was no hurry and 
say it just as well some 
over the telephgher he O ig 
like ther media, ا‎ 
the reality of other Heo 

it is of Some : 
as ete Oy nde E 

a innninlty from: 

Fiunched in the façe. . 


Martin Woollacott 


Metro is to be wired so that pas- 

sengers can use their portable 
phones, Soon it will not be possible 
to shelter from the blizzard of public 
and private messages even if you 
are in a hole in the ground. 

There is something obsessive 
about the effort to ensure that there 
should be no place where modern 
communications are at a disadvan- 
tage, nowhere any longer remote or 
isolated. Being “cut-off” is heresy in 
the age of instantaneity. The beep- 
ing and the babble are the sounds of 
our times. 

What happens wher the portable 
phone enters the scene is that the 
difference between the public and 
private is blurred in several ways. 
People hooked up up to their own 
private connections are no longer 
walking in the street, wandering in 
the park, or driving along the road 
in the way that others are. The 
speaker is not with us, nor we with 
him. The nıomentary community of 
those in the same place or situation 
is shattered by these connections, 
which place sone persons in {wo 
places at once and no two individu- 
als in the same two places. Above 
all, the area in space and time in 
which there is a respite from the 
continual sending and receiving of 
messages, already under siege, 
shrinks even further, 

How different a scene this is from 
the anxious drinkers around the 
radio in a second world war pub, or 
the squashed group of family and 
friends on the sofa in front of early 
television soccer, or the crackly 
phone call, once a year, fronı Britain 
to Australia. Then we were in a 
world of far fewer messages, most 
of them communally rather than in- 
dividually experienced, Yet there is 
a contradictory effect: we rnay be 
irritated by being forced to listen to 
private messages, but the experi- 
ence adds to the notion that we have 
a right to: listen to any private mes- 
sage when it is sufficiently interest- 
ing or dramatic. Andy Warhol said 
that the telephone was “the most 
intimate and exclusive of all media", 
but that was before the portable, 

Tife, then, is indeed a passing 
show, When a dying climber phones 
his wife from the top of Mount Ever- 
est, or a prince talks to his mistress, 
people expect to learn about at least 
certain portions of the conversation. 
‘When the Mir space station threat- 
ens to spin out of control, people 
think they should be able to watch 
and listen, live for preference. 

The newness of the message- 
dominated society, can, it is true, be 
overdone. Contemporaries tussled 
with the changes brought about by 
the penny post, the illustrated press, 
and the telephone, just as they did 
later with radio, film and television, 
and just as we are doling with our 
“information revolution", Sir Edward 
Grey, British foreign secretary 
when the first world war broke out, 
believed that the “Penny Post had 
already begun to make a change 
adverse to reading by consuming a 
Yast amount of time in correspon 
dence that was unnecessary, trivial, 
or irksome", But he kept his 
strongest ire for the telephone: 
“The telephone is a deadly dis- 
advantage; it minces time Into frêg- 
ments, and e the ا‎ As for 


| TIS surely ominous that the Paris 


governments put strategic and economic relations 
with China ahead of human rights. Bill Clinton will 
be visiflng Beijing as readily as Tony Blair. The 
only difference is that US public and congressional 
opinion demands more lip service paid to moral 
iasues, It ia not a question of isolating China, but 
of striking the right halance: the real danger in 
recent limes has been appeasement. 

The British Foreign Secretary, Robin Cook, 
believes that dialogue — or “engagement” — js 
beginning to pay off, But it only produces tiny 
dividends such as the news, garnered thia week by 
the Austrian vice-president in Lhasa, that the boy 
Panchen Lama -— recogniged by the Dalai Lama 
and denounced by Beljing — is living in a remote 
‘Tibetan village. The release of the dissident Wei 
Jingsheng last November was a bigger step. Mr 
Cook was expected to meet him this week, tactfully 
after rather than before the Foreign Secretary's 
recent visit to Beijing. But the real human rights 
1saues concern thousands of Chinese, unknown 
except to the human rights group Amnesty 
International, whose voices are stifled. 

Mr Zhu has clean hands from the past — unlike 
othera still in the leadership. Otber younger, more 
open-minded, Chinese officials, managers and 
intellectuals are waiting their turn who may eventu- 
ally take China further forward. But easing the 
pressure helps the party diehards, not them. 
There is nothing wrong with dialogue — but it must 
not muffle criticlam. 


Asia’s crisis 
is a warning 


HE DUST may be settling on the Aslan fnan- 

cial collapse, but the instabilities in world 
financial markets .— which gave rine to the crisis — 
are still lying in wait for thelr next victlm. The 
question is whether anything can be done about it 
or whether globalisation's huge financial flows 
have escaped forever from the survelilance of sov- 
erelgn states. There are now encouraging 8 
that at the very least the Asian crisis has ‘per- 
suaded world leaders that something muat be 
done, even if they can't agree what that something 
18. Last week Alan Greenspan, chairman of the 
United States Federal Reserve, said that the world 
financial system needed to be altered “to fit the 
needa of the new global environment”. This week 
Robert Rubin, the US treasury secretary, said that 
an Intensive effort was under way to overhaul “the 
architecture of the global financial system” to bring 
inattutlons such as the International Monetary 
Fund and the World Bank up to date. 

What can be done? The Asian crisis was precipi- 
tated by a tidal wave of short-term money leaving 
the area on a acale unjustlfied by the — manage- 
able — economic problems of the region. It was a 
classic example of market overreactlon, This time 
it was contained by a fire brigade action by the 
IMF. But what about next time, and the time after 
that? George Soros, the fnancier-philanthropiat 
who knows more about global markets than moat, 
haa frequently warned of the danger of a world fi- 
nancial meltdown. He urges the establishment of a 
aister body to the IMF which would set mits on 
loans anıd guarantee them up to that Hmit, There is 
already an underused function of the World Bank 
which could do just that. The British Chancellor, 
Gordon Brown, who is te current chairman of the 
Group of Seven, wants mote transparency in flnan- 
cial matters. He believes that if more countries 
follow his recent lead in revealing true foreign 
exchange positions, it would inject an air of reality 
into international affairs. If this could evolve into 
something like a global Maastricht code, in which 
the leading countrles agreed on core disciplines of 
fiscal and monetary policy robustly policed by the 
IME, then a macro-economic convergence might 
take place. 

The problem ia so potentially explosive that the 
G7 ought at least to discuas more radical solu- 
tlona, such as the imposition of a small tax orı 
every international currency transaction. We all 
know the difficulties, not leaat that it needa only 
one country not to sign up to it for it to fail. But the 

difficulty of implementation shouldn't prevent 
countries from at least trying to find a workable so- 
ution. The same applies to co-ordinated currency 
intervention when the major players pool thelr re- 
sources to intervene in the markets in order to 
correct currencies that have got hopelessly out of 
1ine. The emergence of a new monetary bloc in 
Europe, with its own currency, ought to make it 


easier to bulld a yen-dollar-euro zone of stability. 


12 COMMENT 


Kosovo needs 
autonomy 


HSS set alight and civillana shot dead by 
Serbian şecurlty forces make a horribly famil- 
iar picture: is thia the start of the next round of 
etlnlc warfare in former Yugoslavia? If so, it is not 
for lack of warning. The suggestion that the next 
flashpoint could come in Kosovo, where the 
Albanian people has suffered oppression for years, 
has beer. made repeatedly since the Dayton agree- 
ment brought peace of a sort to Bosnia. The only 
aurprise ia how long the patience of the majority 
population in Kosovo has endured. 

The violence İn and around the capltal of Pristina 
has blunted the diplomatic thrust of Britiah Foretgn 
Secretary Robin Cook's mission to Sarajevo, Banja 
Luka and Belgrade on bebalf of the European 
Union. This was intended to strike a cautloualy 
hopeful nate, giving encouragement to the new and 
relatively more moderate leadership of the Bosnian 
Serbs, But in Belgrade Mr Cook was unable to 
deliver any houqueta to President Slobodan Milo- 
aevic, Instead his meeting was absorbed by the 
Kosovo question, and what was called a tough mes- 
sage that Britain “will not stand idly by” — what- 

ever that may mean. The United States has also 
Joined in the international pressure with a similarly 
coded warning from ita Bosnia envoy, Robert 
Gelbard, that Washington will use “every appropri- 
ate tool” to deal with Serbia if Kosovo igultes. 

Will such warnings have much or indeed any 
effect? The root problem so far has been the 
assumption that what happens in Baania can be 
geparated from what happens in Serbia — of which 
Kasovo is an unhappy part, Mr Milosevic has been 
appeased in the bellef that he helped in some mea. 
sure to improve matters in Bosnia. Perhaps he 
did, But only after too many months and years dur- 
ing which the internatlonal community gave him 
the benefit of the doubt. Similar procrastinratlon 
aver Kosovo will be just as damaging and probably 
more ao. A Kosovo conflagration will very soon 
destabilise Macedonia, where relations between 
the government and ita Albanian minority are al- 
ready very edgy. Bulgaria and Greece both have 
potential stakes in the outcome. It will also place 
the Albanian government, however reluctant to be- 
come involved — and facing ita own problema of 
unrest —~ under huge internal pressure. 

The six-nation Contact Group which met in 
London this week to discuas Kosovo must send an 
unambiguous message to Mr Milosevic and take 
clear and decisive ateps. It should press for the inı- 
definite renewal of mandate for the United Nations 
forces on the Macedonian border with Serbia. Any 
improvement of relationa with Mr Milosevic must 
be tied unambiguously to progress in negotlationa 
with the majority people of Kosovo, for which the 
Contact Group should offer its good offices. A real 
measure of autonomy remains the only solution, 
but as more Albanians take to arma in anger and 
despair, it will not be available for much longer. 


Boss Zhu 
takes over 


HERE !S China heading? The National 
People's Congress (NPC) in Beijing focuses 
attention on the world's biggest queaton — and 
the hardest one to anawer. The new prime minia- 
ter, Zhu Rongji, will offer an economic New Deal in 
the face of an unemployment threat aa serious as 
that of the pre-war depression. Mr Zhu has solved 
one crisis — the inflationary surge of 1993. He 
takea over with the reputation of being a real Boss 
who can make fhe bureaucracy budge. If he gets it 
right, the outside world will heave a sigh of relief — 
except for those who believe that “getting it right” 
should include real improvements in China’s 
human rights. But the resuit of getting it wrong, 
everyone agrees, could dwarf all current difficul- 
ties in Asia and even past Soviet upheavala. 

China’a economic problems — and possibilities 
~~ have long provided a tatlonale for playing down 
human rights. The agenda is beginning to shift: on 
Monday, a China Daily comma did not deny 
the rigiıt of forelgı countries to express their 
concernt It argued instead that thia should be 
achieved by dialogue — aa the Britlah-led 
European Union la proposing to do — rather than 

by “confrontation”, as İt accuses the United States 
of doing. This is an illusory difference because all 


Puerto Rico: 
First Step to 
Statehood 


Guy Qugliotta 


N A cliffhanger vote, the House 

overcame oppusition from the 
left and right to approve historic 
legislation that could put Puerto 
Rico on the road to becoming tlhe 
S1st state. 

By a vote of 209 to 208, law- 
nıakers approved the United States- 
Puerto Rico Political Status Act after 
11 hours of often contentious dle- 
bate. When the gavel sounded end- 
ing the seesaw vote count, 
prorstatehood Puerto Ricans seated 
in the gallery overlooking the 
House floor rose to their feet iti a 
roar of triumph. 

President Clinton strongly sup 
ports the House measure anıl lıailecl 
the vote as “a victory for clenıocravy 
and against exclusion.” Bul lhe nir 
raw Hause viclory coud din 
chances hat Ihe Sonate will lake it 
up. Rep. Gcrall B.H. Smonon. R- 
New York, onv of the chief upp 
nenls of the bil, said Ihe bill “is 
(lead in the Senate.” 

Regarcless of the ultimate out- 
com€, however, ihe legiskution 
marked the first time im histury 
Cungress has approvccl a mevhit- 
nisnı to clarify the status of Puerto 

Rico, a Caribbean island of 3.8 mil 
lion pcople ceded to the United 
States a century ago as spoils of the 
Spanisl-Aınerican War. 

If the legislation becomes law, 
Puerto Rico would be required to 
hold a plebiscite by the encl of the 
year to decide whether it wishes to 
become a state or an independent 
country, or remain an internally 
self-governing “conmonwealth." 

If commonwealth wins, uotlıing 
would happen until another 
plebiscite is held within 10 years. 
Should statehood or independence 
prevail however, the president 
would be required to submit a 
10-year transition plan by the middle 
of next year. 

The bill provoked strong opposi: 
tion from commonwealth advocates, 
mostly liberal Democrats, who 
charged that the legislation was 
skewed in favor of statehood: "By 
votlog on this legislation, we are in 
posing statehood on Puerto Rica," 
said Puerto Rico-born Rep. Nydia 
M. Velazquez, D-New York. "This is 
not about selfdetermination/” 

But large numbers of conserva- 
tiveş also opposed the bill, charging 
ıi people were ill 
prepared.10 deal with the possibility 


| of making Puerto Ricè a state, Only 
‘43 'of the House's 226 Republicans 


yoted for the bill. All but 31 Demo- 
crats Yofed for it 


` that the America 


tion, starting with education, of 
Serbian-Albanian differences. 
But Serbia cannot expect es- 
cape from ita isolation, nor the 
Albanians from their neglect, if 
others see elther as responaibile 
for an escalating war, Any political 
changea must be made at a table. 
The sanctions against Serbia 
can’t be made much tougher. 
But NATO military options need 
to be reviewed, Bil! Clinton has 
reiterated George Bush's un- 
specific but resonant 1992 
“Christmas warning” agalnst 
Serbian aggression — a warning 
Milosevic cannot possibly find 
advantage in testing. 


Washington does not embrace 
separatist movements and 
agrees with Belgrade that the 
Kosovo Liberation Army is a 
terrorist group. 

Milosevic, architect of the old 
Yugoslavia's disintegration, re- 
cently has sought to win Serbia's 
way back to international favor 
by helping the United States seat 
a new moderate Bosnian Serb 
government. 

Washington rewarded him 
with air landing rights and some 
other forward-looking steps. The 
State Department was also 
supporting Belgrade's crimped 
plan for issue-by-issue negotia- 
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Weizman Wins Re-Election 


T3, was air force commander during 
Israel's victory in the Six-Day War 


, of 1967. He is a charter member of 


Israel's Labor Party elite, and his 
uncle, Chaim Welzman, was the 
first president. He has made a point 
of visiting the family of nearly every 


. Israell killed elther while serving in 


the armed forces or in terrorist 
attacks in his time in office. 
Weizman has at different times 
crossed swords with both Netan- 
yahu and Leah Rabin, widow of the 
slain prime minister Yitzhak Rabin, 


` He infuriated Netanyahi by sug- 


gesting to . Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright, tht she “knock 
heads together" — ‘including . the 
prime minişter's —— to kick-start the 
Middle East process. Rabin was 
blic, rec- 
ommendation . that the’ peace 
procéss be pit On hold after. a num 
ber of terrorist attacks, Ww: ٠ 
aginst Israelis. 


, annoyed st Weizman's 


Lee Hockstader In Jerusalem 


ZER WEIZMANN, the cantauıker- 

ous Israeli president whose 
qıuicklraw quips and outspoken 
politics have charmed most Israelis 
and alienated some, was reelected 
to a second five-year term as head 
of state last week. 

Despite the public opposition of 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netan- 
yahu, Weizman received an outright 
majority of votes in the 120-member 
parliament, He defeated a lackluster 
. challenger, Shaul Amor of Netan- 
yahu's rightwing Likud party, by 63 
votes to 49. . 

Althoügh the post of president in 
Israel is largely ceremonial, it pro- 
vides a bully pulpit to uence pb 
lic opinion. Few Israeli presidents 
haye used that i 80 fre 
quently, and with such apparent suc- 
cess, as thé popular Weizman. 

A former fighter pilot, Welzmani, 


Judge Throws Out Miami Mayoral Results 


aignatures, Theré waa no êvl- 
dence Siarez knêw about or, 
participated.in thé faûd. 
‘Suarez, 48, haa had a tamul- 
tuaua four, months in office, 
largely because of antics that 
earned him the nicknamea 
“Mayor Loco” and “Hurricane 


. Suarez." These included telling 


{he Miami Herald that he would 

. cancel municipal advertising un- 
lesa reportera tresfedi him more 
favorably. 


‘otes of laning a pluralit 
November 4 regular ele 
But he lost the runoff when 
‘Suarez capbured two- of, ! 
the absentee ballots. : 
‘The judge said in his ruliig 


i hê 
ON... 


| that “witness after witness” tepti, 
balloting. that . Hfted Xavier, 1 : 
„Suarez to victory in a runoff last 


fied to a catalag of abuses that 
ingluded ballots east by j persons, 
who did not ask for an abaèntee 
ballot, who didl not live in the city 
ar who did not know the person 
who supposedly wltnessed thelr . 


Donald P. BakerIn Miami... 


JUDGE bas throwh out the 
results of Miami's bitterly 
اا‎ mayoral race saying 
hé found “clearly demonstrated 
fraud and abuse” in ahsentee 


::November agalnat ‘incumhent 
Joe Carollo. There will be’ a 
. erin mitin 60 daye. 

Carollo, 42, came within 155 


with the Serbian leader, 
Slobodan Milosevic, and a simi 

larly nationalistic “Greater 
Albania” could e in princi- 
pals and region alii 

The current was trig- 
gered by the kllling of some 
a policemen by the armed 
wing of the Albanlan nationalist 
movement. The Serbian govern- 
ment responded with indiscrimi- 
nate force and agalnat innocents. 
"he U.S. State Department 
criticized this response as 
“excessive,” notwithatanding that 


Tobacco Firms Must 
Open Secret Files 


pronouncements denying the health 
risks and addictiveness of smuking 
or the one hand and internal cloctı- 
ments showing clear acknowledge- 
ment of both. One tlocument, for 
instance, bears {le litle “Cigarette 
Smoking Terıned Lethal Habit with 
Some Addiction Involved," Gehan 
also lists numerous documents that 
appear to detail methods used by 
the conıpanies to nıanipulate nico- 
tine over the decades, 

Minnesota and its partner in the 
$1.77 billion consumer fraud case, 
Minnesota insurer Blue Cross and 
Blue Shield, had originally fought 
for the release of 250,000 docu- 
ments protected by attorney-client 
privilege. The conıpanies fought 
thal, and ntore than 210,000 docu- 
ınents remain closed, 

Internal inclustry documeııts 
have been the linchpin of the Min- 
nesota case built by leadl attorney 
Michael V, Ciresi, wlıose team has 
collected more than 30 million 
pages of documenils and laid hun- 
dreds before jurors during six 
weeks of testimony. 

Minnesota and Blue Cross filed 
the suit against the industry in 1994 
to recoup tobacco-related medical 
costs and to force the industry to 
change ite business practices. I is 
one of 41 states suing the industry. 
Cases brought by Mississippi, 
Florida and Texas have been settled 
for some $30 billion. 

In a proposed national tobacco 
settlement being considered by 
Congress, the industry has offered 


to spend hundreds of billions of dol- 


„lars and geverely restrict marketing 


and advertising practices in return 
for protection from group lawsuits 
and punitive damages. . 

, Humphrey predicted that the ıı 
documents would weaken. .the 
industrys hand in Washington: 
“When Congress and the. American 
public see the pervasiveness of the 
fraud and conspiracy, they , will 
demand actiçn to truly protect kids 
without | giving this outlaw, industry 
the special . inmunity and protec- 
tions it so desperately seeks." 

Scott Williams, a spokesrman for 


responded: “Mr. Humphrey contin- 


1 ues tO repeat the kind of confronta- 


tion that has achieved pothing İn the 
past. There are many people, includ 
ing the president, who are commit- 
ted to finding a comprehensive . 
solution to ttiege longatanding is 
sues, We invite Mr. Humpbrey to 
join in this effort to achieve real and 
immediate progress,” 


Kosovo Convulsions 


"any young smokers belleve that | 
become addicted, only |. 
, the industry on settlement issues, 


EDITORIAL 
HE LONG-FEARED “second 


“Greater Serbla” Idea identified 


John Schwartz 


HE TOBACCO industry 

must turn over more (han 

39,000 highly sensitive inter- 

nal documents to Minnesola be- 

cause they show a pattern of fraud 

and deception by cigareite compa- 
nies, a judge has ruled. 

One document cited by Ramsey 

County District Judge Kenneth Fitz- 

refers to studies of smoking 

sin children as young as 5. 
The ruling in Minnesota's lawsuit 


— the ki of information 
ely pratected by attorney4lient 


court finds that the attorneys were 
involved in a crime or {raul 


İn a statement, Humphrey 
called the ruling “one of the most 
monumental public health decisions 
American history" and called the 

ts "the tobacco, industry's 
deepest, darkest secrets, 
„ Fitzpatrick ruled that the compa- 
of latantly abused" the process 
Putting documents into cate- 
r court review, He cited 
one 1 had been çatego- 
report for a Cang- 
EY of British-American 


aa 


HI 
e 2 
i 


38 well as the starting be- 
i chliren aa young as five 
." The studies, the docu 


2 
5 eyare" discover, to their regret, that 


that Ge 


portrays a stark 
ast between the iwfustiy's public 


إِ 


They showed real nudity and had | that aesthetic ecumenism isn 
nothing in common with the more than an elegant diagulse fo 
aleek nudes of the beloved great | the mast plodding conformism. . 
masters. They suggested desire, It was Manet who sald, as 
sexual appetite, the game of se- though declaring war: “It haa 1 
duction, and the commerce of always been my ition not ! 
prostitution. remain my old self, nat to e ! 

But wlıat about an innocent the following day what 1 did 6 
painting Jike Le Chemin de Fer, | previous day, to be constany 
which has ıo salacious over- apired by a new angle, Sk 
tones? Could it have been its ex- | to sound a new note.” 1 
actnesa that made it unbearable? The exhibition contains n | 
No, it was merely that Manet did | other cruel example of how 


| 
: 
| 
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Paintings that provoked 
the contempt of the Salon 


HEN Manet’s Le Chemin 

de Ferwas shown at the 
1874 Salon, it was greeted with 
sarcasm, and cartoonists 
satiriaed its composition, toritea 
Philippe Dagen. They turned 


There was a further scandal in 
1877. Manet wanted the Salon 
to exhibit hia Nana, the portralt 
of a demi-mondalne iu fronlof 
her mirror. “Monsieur”, dressed 
in black and carrying a cane, 


the bars of the railings into those | sits waiting for hia belle to finish 
ofa prison or an asylum, and powdering her face. 
hatped on the theme of madness The jury found the painting 
that had so often been used to offensive and turned it down, 
deride Manet. Manet displayed the work in a 
In the Journal Amusant, be- fashion designer's window on 
neath a sketch of the painting, the Boulevard des Capucines. 
the captlon reads: “Two mad- According to Joris-Karl Huys- 
women, suffering from incurable | mans, it prompted “indignant 
monomanetla, watch the car- cries and laughter” from people 
rlages go by through the bare of | in the street. They could nat pos 
thelr nut-house,” sibly imagine that such paintings 


In his Revue Comique, Cham | would end up in museums, or 


captioned his sketch of the two that they would become, reto- | 
figures: “In prison because they | spectively, irrefutable represen 
have neglected the respect they tations of the period that refused 
owe the public. (It 1s only right.)” (| them. 
Lack of respect? The painting's It ia all the more İnıportanl to 
tille and what it showed were recall such episodes today be- 
thought to be incompatible; the cause a recent theory would , 
picture was sloppily painted, its | have us believe that Manet waq : 
composition incoherent, and its | a revolutionary only inı spite ofl ' 
subject of no interest. himself, and that he would have 
The caricatures are grouped in | liked nothing more than to be" 
one showcase of the Musée tong to the Institute — if that 
d'Orsay exhibition. Not only do had been possible. It han even 
they not make ua laugh today, been claimed that his painting 


but they leave a nasty taste in the | und that of pompier artists be 


mouth precisely because they long to the same historical cate 
are incomprehensible — as in- gory. Nothing could be morê 
comprehensible as the hatred erroneous. 
the critics and the Salon jury In our era of theoretical quick 
directed at Manet. sands and wishy-washy post 
One can understand, at a modernism, it needs to be 
pinch, that paintings like repeated that there are irre 
Déjeuner sur "Herbe or Olympia | ducible differences and incom: 


could have been found offensive, | patibilities between artists, and 


the public could be. In Mone? 


not conform to tlıe artistlc norms Ei e 2 Crhan, here a ê palit 


of the time, as taught at the 


Beaux-Arta and championed by | ing called La Gare Saint’ Lazare | 
the Academy and the Salon jury. | les Signaux. It is remarkable 
As well as analysing the notion | the stark simplicity ofits e 
of modernity, the exhibition fo- aition. There is a grey dise أ‎ 
cuses on a more sombre chapter | middle, and others to the O | 
— refusal, and hatred of moder- | Apart from these discs 1 
nity. The 1874 Salon accepted Le all that canı be seen are İn ا‎ 
Chemin Fer, but a a eri ا ا‎ oe, Above 
another key Manet painting, an . 
Masqué ã Opéra. In 1876, he | scene, Monet painted a n 
entered LArtlste and Le Linge, aky of stupendous beatfy, 
both of which were turned down. | pink, blue ر‎ white ل‎ 
This had a number of conse- ا‎ great power أ‎ 
quences. Manet decided to ex- imposes itself on e pertalî E 
hibit the paintinga at his audio | It now belongs to Celeba 
in the Rue de Saint-Pétersbourg. | Museum. In 1878, “ince 
Alot waa written about the show | bought it from. Taka ket 
in the press, and crowds kept , agaln detonated per | 
coming for two weeks. : eye he had, , Ê later Or 
Then the poet Stéphane of the bequest whic! 33 | 
Mallarmé puhfiabed his booklet,. | death in 1894, he. أ ا‎ 
Les Impressionlstes et Edouard | French nation. In 18%6 
Manet, In it, he described Le ` museum auithorities ا‎ 
Linge, in which “everywhere , ng o on he gn E) 


Caillebotte used the same tech- 
nique in Sur le Pont de "Europe and 
Rue de Paris; Temps de Pluie, He 
painted the pictures in his studio 
from drawings and sketches. They 
do not have the liglıtness of touch 
or artificial spontaneity of the 
Manet paintings, 

The other approach was Monet's 
acrobatic, strenuous technique of 
painting from nature, which in- 
volved working at great speed and 
in difficult conditions, In 1877 he 
chose his spot — the Gare St-Lazare 
of course. He went from platform to 
platform, changing his viewpoint 
and moving closer to or farther 
from his subject as required. Of the 
11 or 12 pictures Monet painted on 
the subject, he executed some on 
the spol; others he completed in the 
studlo after having made a sketch 
directly on thê canvas. 


OMEONE who saw him at 

work said: “He painted the de- 

parture of the locomotives 
with furious energy . . . hindered by 
thelr marioeuvres, he stood there, 
with his brush poised, like a hunter, 
looking out for the moment when 
he could dab the canvas.” 

The exhibition has brought to- 
gether in one room almost the whole 
Monet series — which should be 
enough to ensure its success. We fol- 
low the movements of the painter as 
he tried to find the right viewpoint 
and to render the swirling steam, the 
light filtering through the glass roof, 
and the crowds of travellers, 

Sometimes there is blazing sun, 
sometimes rain, sometimes mist — 
Monet varied the time of day as 
much as he did his compositions. 
He paiuted what Emile Zola de- 
scribed later, in La Bête Humaine 

(1889): “In the confused blur of car- 


riages and locomotives that clut- j’ 


tered the rallway linea, a large red 
signal stood out like a stain against 
the wan daylight.” 


What was needed to describe |: 


those confused movements, the 
glint of steel and the clouds of steam 
was a style that eschewed not only 


continuous lines (lines are blurred’ 


by movement and steam) but also 
the conventional model of thlaro- 


scuro. That style was Impresslonism. 


(February 13) 
“Manêt, Monet, La Gare St-1 Lazare", 


' Musée d'Orsay, Paris. Closed ' 


Monday, Until May 17 


14 fe Monde / ARTS 


painted that street several limes — 
decked out with July 14 flags, being 
paved by navvies, cluttered with car- 
riages and passers-by on a rainy day. 
In other words, he set himself up in 
premises from which he could most 
conveniently observe the customs of 
the modern metropolis. 

His approach was deliberate, llke 
that of Caillebotte, who lived 
nearby, They were painters of mod- 
ern life, in the Baudelairean sense, 
and did not feel at home in the old 
quarters of central Paris, 

It was all perfectly logical. The 
aim was to implement an ex- 
ploratory method that combined 
pictorial experimentation with the 
discovery of new subjects. The Im- 
pressionism of Monet, Caillebotte, 
Morisot and Camille Pissarro was 
one of the end products of the 
method, which Manet was the first 
to put into practice. 

‘They each arrived at their ends in 
different ways. The exhibition fo- 
cuaes on the little-discussed subject 
of how they went about their paint- 
ing. In the case of Le Chemin de 
Fer, Manet first looked out of the 
window of a studio occupled by an 
artist friend, Alphonse Hirsch, on 
the other side of the tracks. From 
Hirsch’'s studlo, Manet could see 
the front door and one of the win- 
dows of his own studio, visible be- 
hind the young woman. Yet he 
painted the picture in his own stu- 
clio, not Hirsch's. 

The strangely alluring Victorine 
Meurent, who had posed for him in 
the nude for Le Déjeuner şur 
THerbe and for Chanteuse de Rues 
(1862), and then for Jeune Dame en 
1866, is the seated young woman in 
Le Chemin de Fer. The painting 
would therefore seem to be a syn- 
thesis of two ways of looking at the 
model: from nature and in the stu- 
dio. Manet did not work on it in the 
open air, and the smoke and light ef 
fects were reconstructed from mene 
ory with admirable accuracy and 
akill 


Manet was an old hand at such 
tricks. One evening in 1862, he saw 
a woman come out of a louche café 
with ber skirt hitched up and a gul 
tar undler her arm. He immedistely 
asked her if she would poge for him 
in' the game clothea and posture. 
She laughed and refused. Manet got 
Meurent to dress up like the urr 

knowri woman, gave her a guitar 
and painted La Chanteuse des Rues. 


Manet's Le 
Chemin de Fer 
(1873), 
palnted next to 
the Gare 
St-Lazare in 
Paris, ia today 
considered to 
be one of his 2 
masterpieces. ا‎ 
When it was 
firat shown, in 
1874, it was 
ridiculed 


Past master of modernity 


Phillippe Dagen 


HE woman has a puppy and 

an open book on her lap. 

She is staring back at some- 
one who is staring at her, or per- 
haps she is just gazing into space, 
having left off reading for a mo- 
ment. Seated on a wall with her 
back to some railings, she is wear- 
ing a blue dress with large white 
buttons and a black hat adorned 
with flowers. A black ribbon empha- 
aises the roundness of her neck. 

Next to her, with her back to us, is 
a little girl in a blue and white dress 
who is looking through the railings 
at something we cannot see because 
it is hidden by white smoke. The 
smoke and the track that can be seen 
through the railings suggest we ate 
near a railway station. În the back- 
ground there is a façade with two 
doors and a window. Placed on the 
wall next to the girl is a bunch of 
white grapes. No event is about to 
happen; no allegory can be detected, 

The painting, Le Chemin de Fer 

(1873), is one of Edouard Manet's 

masterpieces. The property of the 

National Gallery in Washington, it is 

the centrepiece of an exemplary ex- 

hibition at the Musée d'Orsay in 

Paris that manages to be at once 

edifying, intriguing, attractive and 

moving. It commemorates nO an- 
niversary and obeys none of the 
constraints of fast cultural food. 

Its aim is to egplain how Manet 
worked, why he painted Le Chemin 
de Fer next to the Gare St-Lazare in 
Paris, and why Claude Monet, 
Berthe Morisot, Gustave Calllebotte 
ard other Jesserknown artists 
treated the same subject in the 1870s, 

It is easy to guess what attracted 

them: the fast-expsnding station and 
adjacent Place de Europe, its bridge 
of intersecting girders, the blocks of 
flats on either side of the railway cut- 
ting, and the nearby streets named 
after capital cities (Rue de StPéters- 
bourg, Rue de Londres, Rue de 
Berlin) all helped to give the district 
arı eminently ırtodern aura. 

Manet moved to a flat as close as 
possible to the bridge in 1872. At his 
huge premises on the ground floor 
of 4 Rue de St-Pétersbourg, he 
worked, received visitors . and 
showed paintings of his that had 
been furned down by the Salon jury. 

From hls windows he could see 
the bridge, the rallway lines arıd Rue 
Mosnier (now Rue de Berne). He 


dent unıtil last year, when Ter-Pel- 
rosslan named him prime minister. 
He is running for president despite 
a rule that candidetes must have 
resided in Armenia 10 years. 

Emotions over Nagorno-Karabakh 
seem to be a legacy of Armenia's 
tragic 20th century history. The 1915 
massacre of a million Armenians at 
the hands of Turks forms the pay- 
chological landscape of Armenian 
identity, Violence against Armenians 
in parts of Azerbaijan in the 1980s re- 
vived old fears. Having triumphed on 
the battlefield, some Armenians are 
reluctant to surrender now. 

“This war gave us self-esteem,” 
said Harulyunyan, the sociologisl. 
“fhe 40th cenlury starled off will 
tumilion; now we've won a war, 
Maybe it's emotional ... but this is a 
feeling thal anyone whu Compt 
mises will have to cleal with." 


Our rigorous pursult of risk 
reductlon has produceci results 
which are both Impressive and 
consistent. Sterllng portfolios In 
the Asset Management Service, 
for example, have achlevecdl a 

. return of over 12% per annum ' 
compound for 15 years. 


For more cletalls on how Ashburton 
can achleve low-risk results contact’ 
Elaîne Sutcliffe. 


Opponents of compromise see in 
such conıments the outlines of a 
sellout. They argue that the sacri- 
fices already made prechıde rather 
than iuvite a change of heart. 
Nagorno-Karabakh officials reject 
the step-by-step approach. They say 
that a solution must cone as a pack- 
age deal, including an agreement 
about the final slatuıs of {he enclave. 

Acting President Robert Kochar- 
ian, the lavorite lo win next week's 
election, says he prefers a packaye 
deal, Kocharian embocdlics the tan- 
gled files nf Armenia and Nagorno- 
Karabakh. He is a naive of the 
ol new capitalism livens the streets. | Nagorno-Karabakh been clearer,” | breakaway region, and was ils presi- 


INTERNATIONAL abe {Vasbington Post 1 7 
Armenians Disappointed by Freedom 


said Vartan Oskanian, the foreign 


Building facades are unpainted, 
youths idle, services lacking. 

The scene is an improvement 
over 1993 and 1994, when electricity 
was cut off and residents burned 
furniture and books for heat, but 
there is a feeling the country is 
going nowhere, 

Meanwhile, Armenia is losing out 
in the regional oil sweepstakes. It 
would have beer a natural route for 
a pipeline from Azerbaijan. The 
pipeline, and revenue froın it, are 
now likely lo go to Georgia. The 
border wilh Turkey, regarded as 4 
natural Lradiug parlıcr, is closed iri 
solidarity with Azerbaijan. 

"Never have the stakes in 


shift toward 


Careful investment, 
consistent results 


We at Ashburton keep a close eye 
on the assets entrusted to our care 
so that our cllents aren't troubled 

by any unwelcome surprises. We 

know they want a good return on 
thelr Investment, but we also know 
they want a protective arm around 
thelr money. Our philosophy ensures 


we do everything In our power to . 
minimise risk and volatlllty and our . 


Investment managers take a long- 


term approach andi operate within 


| a highly disciplined framework. : 


. The.Investment Managers 
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tance of a step-by-step approach to 
resolving the Nagorno-Karabakh 
conflict. Under a formula proposed 
by the “Minsk group” of negotiators, 
in which the United States plays a 
lead role, Armenia would surrender 
some buffer zones to Azerbaijan and 
allow refugees to go home, while in- 
ternational peacekeepers would be 
deployed in Nagorno-Karabakh, 
Talks on the final status of Nagornc- 
Karabakh would be put ofl. 
Ter-Petrossian's 
comprontise grew oul of persistent 
hardship in Armenia. Yerevan, the 
capital, slows the signs of economic 
depressiun. Few businesses are 
opêning, and none of the fresh glitler 
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Danlel Willams In Yerevan‏ 
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ITH THE collapse of the 

Soviet Union, this little 

corner of 0 
won longsought in lence. 
Everyone dreamed of democracy. 
The country had friends in Wash- 
ington. Could prosperity be far be- 
hind? Armenia even won a little war 
along ihe way to puff up its pride. 

Bı almost all has turned sour. lıı- 
ıleqendence brought not the marclı 
af democracy but a stumble toward 
autveracy. The last presidential elec- 
tiuns were widely regarded as û'audl- 
ulenl and, in any case, the winner 
«a» recenly deposed in what Arme- 
niaııs refer to as a Veİvet COLD. 

Victory in the war with neiglbor- 
ing Azerbaijan looks impermanenl. 
Thal is particularly alarming be- 
uause the cost of lhe conflicl was 
cwunted nol only in lives but als in 
a cippled ecunonıy. Eveu when 
vumpared to other harcl-pressed e 
| publics ùf the fDrmer Soviet Union, 
1 


Amıenia stands oul is û luser, 
; Wik new presiletial elections 
ı whetluled for nexl week, Lhe cour 
| try ib fast tppronchilg a Cruspruatln. 

We hal an illusiut uf grvalnrss and 
! ow we are climbing ıluwn frun Lhe 
| Ûream,” xaıid suciolugist Lyudnilli 
i Harulyuuyan. “Now everyone sets 
+ hal there must be cba antl 
| wr measuıre of realisnı." 
1 „ Thecentral issue uf the cauyaign 
i thê fate of Nagurnu-Karabakl, 
| he small, mountainous, etlınic Ar- 
| menian enclave tlıat Armenia won 
| lonı Azerbaijan iı a six-year war. 


1 possession of Nagortuo- 
Karabakh stands in the way of 


Russlan-suppled ars and a su- 
perior officer corps gave Armenia 


n nr‏ س 


thevictory there. In an elaborate fic- 
ln, Nagorno-Karabakh declarecî 
ilself an independeut republic. A 
‘tasefire was arranged in 1994. 
Azerbaijan refuses to accept the 
dukcorne, and time seems to be on 
Its side. Armenia Is weakening. Its 


borders with Ti 
5 urkey and Azerbaijan 


alow birth rate, 


|: | qûz teljan, on the other hand, is 


lush with oil. Lobbyists in Washing- 
8 Promote its cause in Congress. 
we ê Point, the combination of 
a influence may undo the 
kir result, some Armenians 


: Prominent 
jİ | as Levon 
E: 


' Amenians are now debating 
' shether 


Hard Truths | 
About My , 
Lai Emerge | 


Beta montgomey_| 


HIRTY years ago, HughC, 

Thompson Jr, and Lawreme 1 
Colburn received medals for أ‎ 
heroism under enemy fire ata 
Httle hamlet in Vietnam called |: 
My Lai. Last weekend, the Amy ! . 
corrected an oversight. For . 
there was no enemy that March | 
morning in My Lai. Or rather, : 
the enemy was us. 

During a ceremony at the 
Vietnam Veterans Memorialin :' 
Washington the two comrades , 
were awarded the Army's hig 
est Inedal for bravery not İnvok: 
ing conflict with an enemy. 

The ınedals were accompa- 


١ 
nied by brutally frank citations 


Abuut what really happened at 
My Lai on March 16, 1968 | 
about “the unlawful massacre : 
of noncombatants by American 
forces” and ubout "fleeing Viet 
naımese civiliana and pursuing 
#lınerican ground troops” who 
were bent on “murcler," 
Several hundred civilians — 
moslly women, children and old 
men — were killed by Li. 
William L. Calley Jr. and hls 
troopa. Eventually the atrocll! 
was exposed, Calley was con’ 
victed of murder, and the Arm 
began a painful self-exanıinatu 
to deternıine how its soldiers 
could go ao wrong. 0 
The story the Army never 
formally acknowledged until la 
weekend is how Thompson, 


Colburn and a third man, Glen Armenia's overall well-being, 


U. Andreotta, who was later 
killed in action, stopped the 
My Lai massacre before morê 
people died. 

On that morning in Quang 
Ngai Province, Thompson 
was the 24-year-old pilot ofa 
combat helicopter. Colburn 
was his gunner, Andreotta hs 
crew chief, Thelr migalon ¥49 
to draw enemy fire ip support , 
of troops maneuvering on {hê : 
ground. 

Instead they found U.S. 
soldlers firing on civilians: 
Thompson spotted some women 
and children cowering int 4 
bunker. He put the choppef 
dawn between them arıd omê | 
advancing American soldier. | 

“Can you get [the civilans] 
out?” Thompson recalls sayin 
to one of the soldiers. 

“With a hand grenade," ê 
replied. 

Thompson called in another 
helicopter to evacuate thé 
10 civilians. It took two trips" 
Thompson, an u 
Andreotta provided cover, 
case their fellow Americans 


atarted shooting. Then Thor’ : 


end 
son and hls crew led off | 


come out for more than aye ' 


Array officers intially trled  . 
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Colombian Military Called 
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returns predicted a landslide victory for President Samper’s Liberul party in 


PHOTO PEDRS I.N.aRTE 


temporarily losing the confrurıtalitnn,” 

The niililary's perforntınce last 
week prtmpled many Colonibiilns 
to call for’ a complete reevaluation wf 
ınilitary stralegy, as well as rexigtna- 
lions uf tap officials, 

"The mosl vommon quality cf mil 
ilary people is incompetence," snid 
Arm:ndo Montenegro, president of 
the Natiunal Association of Finan 
cial Institutions. “Šo whal you 
should do is remove the irresponsi- 
ble ones and put in new ones.” 

Some Colombians said the defeat 
also underscores the severity of 
Colombia's fragile political situation. 
Samper and other governmeııl 
officlals have been accused of ac- 
cepting millions from drug lraffick- 
ers in exchange for polltical favors, 
and the allegations — which have 
been denied uniformly — have lefl 
the government hobbled by internal 
divislons. 

“It's anather syınplom of the 
Colombian crisis," Montenegro 
said. “There's no polilical order, 
there's no leadership in the counlry. 
We cannot rule out a very serious 
problem like institutional collapse iı 
a few years İf this thing gets worse." 


conflict," Rangel said, “They are 
demonstrating a growing military 
capacity, while the army slows a 
weakness and vulnerability that is 
every day more serious.” 

In addition to the rebels, the 
army ımust contend with rightwing 
paramilitary groups, many of which 
initially fourished through coopera- 
tion with the army. These groups 
have been accused of violating 
human rights and assislng drug 
traffickers, 

Although the army is firmly in 
control of Bogota, Medellin and 
other urban areas, it is unable to 
cover much of the countryside ef- 
fectively, leaving remote, rural 
towns caught in often bloody con- 
flict between rebels and the para- 
militaries, according to analysts. 
With rebels present in as many as 
50 percent of Colombia's villages, 
they have achieved a major political 
victory agaiust the government in 
the last two years, analysts said, 

“The rebels are advancing and 
obtaining their objective and are 
partially winning the confrontation,” 
said Rangel. “The army İs unable to 
contain the guerrillas and is 


Colombia's congressional elections last Sunday, which were marked by a low turnout 


which iş used to make cocaine, near 
an area which is helieved to serve as 
the rebels' central comnıand base, 
analysts salcl. The southern states of 
Guaviare and Caqueta are the prin- 
cipal base of operations for (he 
rebels, wha earn millions from drug 
traffickers by protecting their crops 
from anti-drug police, 

The FARC and other Insurgent 
groups have been fighting the 
Colombian government for more 
than three decades, with little hope 
of toppling it. But in recent months 
the rebels have shown an ability to 
inflict casualties in greater numbera 
than ever before on an army that 
critics say is demoralized, lacks 
equipment and is structurally un- 
prepared to fight a guerrilla war. 

In December, rebels ambushed 
soldiers manning a mountaintop 
army post in, Patascoy, killing 
10 men and kidnapping 18 others. In 
August 1996, FARC combatants at- 
tacked an army jungle outpost in 
Las Delicias, in southern Colombia, 
killing 28 troops and abducting 
60 others, who were released 
10 months later. 

“The rebels want to intensify the 


Laura Brooke In Bogota 


TUNG by ita worst defeat by 

leftist rebels in decades, the 

Colonıbian military has come 
under harsh attack by critics who 
say the army is demoralized, Il 
equipped and unable to defend 
much of Colombia's countryside 
from the guerrillas. 

“This is without a doubt the 
biggest defeat in the 35-year history 
of confrontation against the insur- 
gency," sald Alfredo Rangel, a secu- 
rity analyst who has worked for 
President Ernesto Samper. "Publlc 
opinion is exiremely upset, and 
demoralized by what happened.” 

The stunning setback occurred in 
a days-long battle that began on 
March 2 when rebels of the Revo- 
lutionary Armed Forces of Colona- 
bia, known by Its Spanish initials 
FARC, ambushed an elite army unit 
near the remote village of El Billar 
on the Caguan River, in Caqueta, a 
southern stale known for its vast 
coca plantatlons, The rebels said 
they killed 80, wounded 30 and {ook 
43 prisoners in a fight llıat lasled 24 
hours. The government las nol 
released casually figures but has 
disputed the rebels' count. 

The rebelş also sald they seized 
8H Galil automıalic assault rifles, six 
mortars, elght multiple rocket- 
Jropelled grenade launchers and 
nine heavy machine guns, the 
Reuters news service reported. 

Colombian alr force planes re- 
sponded with a bombing campaign 
that may have left civilians dead. 
And President Samper ordered war- 
weary troops to take the offensive 
against the rebels to avenge what he 
called a “hard blow.” 

Analysts said the defeat was sig- 
nificant not only because of the 
number of soldiers killed, but 
because the rebels overwhelmed a 
counterinsurgency unit known As 
the Mobile Brigade 3. “This is 
Colombia's elite fighting force," said 
Sergio Uribe, a political scientist at 
the University of the Andes in 
Bogota. “These are not conscripts; 
they are professional soldlers. They 
were oulwitted and they were out- 
inteligenced.” 

The troops were conducting 
operations in one of Colombia's pri- 
mary regions for growing coca, 


lation introduced last year by a 
“dream team" of pro-choice and pro- 
life Republican and Democratic 
sponsors. The Equity in Prescription 
Inaurance and Contraceptive Cover- 
age Act — an EPICC moniker — 
may get a hearing this election year. 
Meanwhile, Virginia has become 
the first state to pass legislation. 
California is in the wings and Alaska 
and Connecticut are likely to follow. 

This movement has given family 
planning advocates a nicê political 
jolt. As Gloria Feldt, president of 
Planned Parenthood, says, *A public 
that is very tired of arguing about 
abortion is more than ready to help 
prevent the need for it through 
family planing.” 1 

Its also flushed out the anti-birth- 
control opposition. The American 
Ufe League is fighting the idea be- 
cause İt “Ignores the tragic physical, 
‘emotional and spiritual side effects 
ofall contraceptives." 

As for the insurance companies? 
Half of all the pregnancies in Geor- 
gia are unintended, . Insurers may 
‘hate mandates, but why not volun- 
teer? The pill costs about ‘$300 a 


' year; one birth costs about $4,000, 


You do the math. 


A Prescription to Pay for The Pill 


They have only gradually begun to 
cover such things as annual exams 
and Pap smears. They cover what ia 
“medically necessary” and in com- 
panles where sisterhood is not yet 
powerful, many believe that birth 
control isn't necessary, 

In fact, some insurers will pay for 
oral contraceptives to “treat a dis- 
ease” but not to plan a family. This 
reminds me of the yesteryears 
when Catholic friends were allowed 
to take the pill to “regulate thelr pe- 
riods." In the early '60s, this pro- 
duced an epidemic of erratic periods. 

But today the subject is bread 
and butter, as well as birth control. 
Women of reproductive age are pay- 
ing 68 percent more than nıen in 
out-of-pocket expenses for health 
‘care. A big chunk goes to birth con- 
trol. The pill alone can cost $24 a 
month. By comparison, its esti- 
mated that birth control coverage 
would raise premiums $16 a yeat. 

Some women are ınaking hard 
choices between paying their bills 
and buying pills, says Sen. Olynıpia 

Snowe, She is pushing federal legis- 


I's become a realty check for 
women combing through the fine 
print of their health policies. And lis 
become a sincerity check for politi- 
cians wha like to “talk” about pre- 
venting unwanted pregnancies. 

Right now 97 percent of all large 
group plans pay for prescription 
drugs, but only a third cover oral 
contraceptives. Meanwhile, 85 per- 
cent of insurance plans pay for ster- 
ilizations, but only half pay for any 
contraceptives at all. 

Historically, women have had a 
hard time getting reproductive 
health care into (he medical maln- 
stream. Margaret Sanger, after all, 
had to smuggle diaphragms Into 
this country in brandy bottles, 
Planned Parenthood began opening 

clinics because doctors wouldn't 
provide birth control, 

Insurance companies have also 
treated reproductive health, shall 


we say, differently, It took an act of 
Cangress a generation ago just to 
get all of them to cover pregnancy. 


More to the historic point, Insur- 


ers favor treatment over prevention. 


OPINION 
Ellon Goodman 


OW FOR a brief conversation 


about the pill. Yes, that one, the 


oral contraceptive that was dropped 
into ndcentury Aınerican mores 
with such an impact that İt was for- 
ever after knowı sinıply as The Pill. 
These days we have discovered a 
new irony on the prescription pad: 
The only pill your insurance may not 
pay for is the one we call "The" Pill. 
This is the crux of the new con- 
versation about women's health ancl 
wealth. How did we get to a place 
where we treat birth control differ- 
ently from all other health care? 

‘The Georgia Legislature recently 

took uy a bill that would make insur- 
ance conıpanies pay for contracep- 
dives if they pay for other 
prescription drugs. At the hearing, 
insurance lobbyists outweighed 
wonten's health advocates 3-to-1 ancl 
the bill was slıuttled back to sub- 
conumittee, But this is an issue crop- 
ping up fhroughout Ihe U.S. 


FINANCE 19 


UK rushes to 
close offshore 
tax loopholes 


Ewen MacAskill 
and Roger Cowe 


ORDON Brown, the UK 
Chancellor, Inunched a 
surprise attack on offshore tax 
avoidance last week after evl- 
dence of hundreds of millions of 
dollars being squirrelled away to 
beat anı expected Budget clamp- 
down. The pre-emptive strike 
amounted to confirmation that 
Mr Brown will use next week's 
Budget to close a hoat of tax 
loopholes. 

The Treasury rushed out 
the announcement despite 
knowing it would reignite the 
controversy overt the involvement 
in a $16 milliort offshore trust of 
the Treasury minister, Geoffrey 
Robinson. The shadow chief 
secretary to the Treaaury, David 
Heathcoat-Amory, demandecl to 
know whether Mr Robinson, the 
Paymaster General, was affected 
hy the maye and nccused the 
Government of “hypocrisy on 
a graud scale". 

A treasury source said Mr 
Brown had been forced to acl 
after belng informed by the 
Inland Revenue that several 
individuals, apeculating (hat 
there will be measurea in the 
Budget to curb offshore tax 
havens, had been shifting their 
funds to avoid tax. 

‘The Financial Sccretury to the 
‘Treasury, Dawn Primarolo, said: 
“This government is determined 
to stem tax leakage by detecting, 
deterring and countering tax 
avoidance. We will, therefore, 
take action, to be included in the 
next Finance Bill, to prevent 
avoidance of tax by those who 
diapose of an interest in, or orig- 
inating from, a truat which has 
ever been an offshore trust.” 

The measure took effect im- 
mediately. Holders of offshore 
truats canı no longer escape pay- 
ing capital gains tax by bringing 
trusts ou shore and then dispos- 
ing af them. 

An Inland Revenue spokes- 
woman sald there had been a 
serious threat to the §1.8 billion 
take fram capital galing tax. 

In the kind of scheme 
affected, tax is avoided by 


interest to a bank or rich indi- 
Maulana, 1 
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Offer, will be given the runaround 
—~ and, anyway, il docs not huve the 
power ûr mandate to invesligalc 
closely how Uıc asscts are managed 
and run; ils job is to sel prices, Hs 
feebleness is one of lhe reasons US 
utililies ar'e prepared to pay so much 
for British electricity companies. 
The British doctrine is that the 
decision over whether to sell and at 
what price should solely be at the 
discreion of the Energy Group 
board serving the interests of the 
shareholders — and that the inter- 
ests of any new shareholders in 
Oregon or Dallas can oniy coincide 
with electricity consumers in 
Britain. We know that cannot be 
true. If there were a body of corpo- 
rate law built around stakeholder 
principles, Energy and companies 
like it would have to take into ac- 


Two Mexican sailors count their change by candleliglıt as Auckland's blackout continu 


But il is unecononiic: in elfect, il is 
an expensive insurance policy. 

Mercury only had four cables (lis- 
tributing power in Auckland. Wlıat 
the firm should not have done was 
go on the takeover trail; it should 
have invested in the distribution 
system even if it did imply addi- 
tional overheads. So when freak 
conditiuns put all four cables out of 
conımission, Mercury had no back- 
up. The system crashed and Aııck- 
land is without power. 

Auckland's lessons should not be 
lost on the British, especially the 
3 million electricity consumers in 
East Anglla and North London. The 
ownership and control of Energy 
Corporation, a distribution company 
which owns the old Eastern Elec- 
tricity, is being fought over by two 
United States utilities —~ Oregon- 


Darkness at the heart of privatisation 


public assets, especially utilities, 
will simultaneously raise efficiency 
and boost the public-sector balance 
sheet. Privatisation is win/win. 

But Auckland has cliscovered this 
is baloney. Mercury Energy, supplier 
of the city's electricity, has been 
privatised around a similar struc- 
ture to that in Britain. It is a distribu- 
tion company buying electricity 
from two power generators who, so 
far, remain in public ownership, to 
distribute in central Auckland. How- 
ever, Mercury's commercial objec- 
tive has not been to distribute 
electricity. İt has been to raise 
financial returns from its assets, lift 
its cash flow and so finance its 
ambition to take over its rivals. 

Inflating profits is easy to do. You 
reduce the workforce; you scale 
back the surplus capacity to make 
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Weathering 
The Storm 


COMMENT 
John Keene WI Hutton 
TEMPEST RISING UCKLAND is the first city 
By Diane McKinney-Whatstons A= it has happened, but 
Morrow. 280 pp. $24 it cannot be long before the 
experience is اا ا‎ 
TANE McKinney-Wheisug, | | For the past three weeks the central 
Dim novel. Tumbling. ama | | dslrict of a city of 1 milion people 
in 1996 to much praise! More j, | | has been totally without power. 
one reviewer noted the aril gd, | | Apartment blocks have been evacu- 
aled. Business has ground to a lıalt, 


skillful storyteller. A moving, ney 
drawn, socially grounded wu, 
Tumbling was a bestseller z4 
marked McKinney-Whetstone as 


Bankruptcies and unemployment 
are growing. Normal life has been 
suspended. It could be nıore than a 


writer to follow. Her new novel, Ta; | | month before power is restored. 

pest Rising, set in West Philadeplii Its thls kind of reality that rams 
in the early 1960s, is anather sok | (| ome lo ordinary people what other- 
considerable achievement, wih | | sc xists only as a theory. Electric- 
cast of characters and a sory lı | | Y'sota commodity like a designer 
linger in the mind well afleroneg | | “e8 where an interruption of sup- 


ply poses no wider consequences; it 
isa precondition for successful mod- 
ern life, If the owner of the power 
and distribution systenı fails to nain- 
tain supply, this is not just an issue 
for the shareholders of the enter- 
prise. ILİs an issue for everyonc. 

This means electricity companies 
— like water, gas and rail compa- 
nics — cannot be run on the same 
commercial terms as firms in mar- 
kets where there are ınany suppli- 
ers and the consequences of poor 


the book down. 

Tempest Rising centers ë: 
Clarise and Finch ancî their ther 
daughters. Shern, Victoria dnl 
Bliss. Fate has dealt thea a bip 
hand. Despite huınble beginning 
Finch has became a super: 
cook aud has pulled his fanuily it: 
the upper midlle class. This is: 
Civil Rights era, a period of trem” 
dous social tumult ancl transfor: 
tion in which Clarise and fm” 
participate. Instead of remain = 


segregated inner Philadelphia, t.: | dedsiormaking are restricted to 
have relocated to the inlegrrr | | Be firms themselves. They have to 
near-suburbs, but this same yr? | ll eek investmenl ancl capacity 
ing freetlon of movemenl F1 | iy necesaary on strict commer- 
choice is killing Finch's cates grounds; must have higher 
business. He sets out earl ¢ | EY margins; and operate with a 


morning to go crabbing 2; | EP standard of propriety. Because 
drowns. It is not simply his de Û they are monopolies, the best way 


that causes the uuraveling of h~ | meet these criteria is for the con- 
characters’ lives, however, but x: E owned by the con- 
lifestyles leading up lo it. Cli l | Mersin other words, they should 


1 ked si +" | ûe structured as non-profitmaking 
overmeclicated aud wracked ¥ ' n-prol 
grief, ends up nearly severing Î e or mutuals, or even have 
lıancls and is committed to a0 I . û shares owned by government, 
tuliun, Her Aunts andl uncles fre 0 the past 15 years all 
to play by the rules and camo’ ب‎ 0 ownership have 
custody of her daughiers. TY! | f ed as bureaucratc and 
consequently slılpped off to Mas, n The international con- 
1 foster-carc; and everything dti| | among finance ministries 


2 and international economic institu- | the operation lean; and yoy defer in- | based PaciflcCorp and Dallasbaged | count other interests than those of 
E ios grom daugilê) | ns such as the Organisation for vestment that does not meet normal j Texas Utilities, When the auction | shareholders. Regulation could be 
does not appear until the se i ion and Devel | commercialcriterla.  ; began, Energy was around $10.40 a Î beefed up — and utilities put on no- 

ti il she is the novels | | Pent and the International Mone- | In other large cities in New | share: now Texas is offering $13.40 | tice that they will be taken back into 
tl figire the glue holding eî lary Fund is that the private sector | Zealand the engineers that up until | a share. It is prepared to pay $7.2 | publlc ownership in the event of sus- 
hing together. In mex) | ® R0 lacentive other than to be | iow ran the electricity distribution | billion for assets that produce prof. | talned power failure 
Mek n "Whetslone crestes 1| | eient and mistake-free because | system 28 a public interest have İn- | its of $640 million and which have | New Labour, we know, won't go 
e Sh is so vivid, beles) | %8 overriding need to make high | sisted that there are up to 10 major | little scope tO grOW. „| that far. But it is considering tough- 
d ing that the reader anê) | Profits. power ‘cables delivering power. It is absurd. Once the deal is | ening up regulation next year in its 
os o her. ao he „ Only the public sector has Incen- | Some öf the cables are never used: | done, the pressure will be to run, | Utlitles Bil Events iq Auckland 
through each scene. In the mdb les to make mistakes and be ineffi- | they act as standbys to avoid total | Energy in exactly the same way as | shold redouble ita determination, 
throug! ah jj | Cent. Thus the privatisation of | power loss.if the main cables fail. | Mertury. Britain's tiny regulator, | — Tie Observer 
tempests weep eer e bt ت‎ 2 
and place them ol i ogg FE , . . dinde made It clear that he plans to 
Ee eangcaly Sern Tê Reader’s Digest fails to deliver. CIRÊ e a a 
toria, whonı she is forced اط‎ Mark BE EE | Jigest 1 
1 3 York rdid tales in the histor! Although it accaunta for only 29 | pany’s fortunes will improve as Mr 
a ا‎ a ا‎ e tear per cent of revenue, Reader's Digest | Grune takes it back to basics. He 
i brings RSolurery old-fashioned, Reader's Digest is a strange crea Î provides the braid name on which | has ditched an expensive Internet 
the ا‎ rhaps the most start filed with upbeat stories, | ture, and a public company in name | to hang a host of other ventures '—~ | search engine and returned to the 
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Brands outlines with suitable 
vigor the most important aspects of 
TR.'s presidential yearg — his at 
tempts to bring Japan into the com- 
pany of the other world powers, his 
broadening of the Monroe Doctrine 
to embrace Central and South 
America, the acquisition of the 
rights to build the Panama Canal, 
the creation of the U.S. Forest Ser- 
vice and the expansion of the Na- 
tional Forest System, regulation of 
the meatpacking industry and the 
railroads, antitrust efforts, and 
ather elements of Roosevelt's 
"Square Deal.” But space in an al- 
ready long book constrains the au- 
thor, and for a more comprehensive 
modern iaterpretation of T.R.'s pres- 
idency we probably will have to 
await the second volume of Edmund 
Morris's ongoing biography. The 
same can be said for T.R.'s post- 
presidential career, including the 
noisy attempt at a third-party elec- 
tion In 1912, 

Sill what Brands gives us of 
these years is as compellingly told 
as the rest, and it seems likely that 
TR. will stand for some time as the 
standard one-volume life, a life the 
author clearly has enjoyed writing 
— which brings me to a complaint: 
If anything, he has lad a little loo 
muclı fun. He is given to psychulo- 
gizing that sometimes is on Ihe 
mark but sometimes strains credi- 
bility. Brands also uses modern jar- 
gon jarringly from time to time, His 
editor should lave beaten most of 
this out of the text, 


holic who would die of the disease, 
His much-loved father succumbed 
to bowel cancer in 1878, leaving 
Roosevelt so bereft, Brands argues, 
that it forever stunted his emotional 
growth. So did the death of his 
young wife and his mother within 
hours of each other on Valentine's 
Day six years later, leaving him with 
an infant daughter, Alice, whom he 
could never bring himself to fully 
love, and yet another emotional void 
he could never fill. 

He tried. He already had taken up 
parttime ranching in North Dakota, 
had written wellreceived histories, 
biographies, and hunting stories, 
and had begun a term in the New 
York State Assembly, where a col- 
league described him as “a brilliant 
madman born a hundred years too 
soon." Then he began digging a 
Panama Canaksized career that in 
swift succession included stints as 
U.S, Civil Service commissioner, 
New York City police commissioner, 
and assistant secretary of the Navy. 
He remarried and sired four more 
children. He rose to stardom in the 
Spanish-American War of 1898 and 
becaıne governor of New York. In 
1896 he joined the Republican ticket 
as William McKinley's running 
mate, in spite of Mark Haıına's fa- 
mously anguished cry: “Don't any of 
you realize that lhere's only one life 
between that ınadınan and the presi- 
dency?" And sure enough, in 1901, 
after an assassin put a bullet through 
McKinley's innards, the madman be- 
came president. 


18 She Washington ost / BOOKS 
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part of the life is told in T.R.’s own 
words, for Brands has mined the 
prodigious treasure of letters, di- 
aries and published writings of the 
man more assiduously than anyone 
else I can think of and uses the nıa- 
terial generously throughout. This 
tactic tends to narrow the point of 
view to that of TR. himself, and 
while the author is careful to point 
out his subject's errors, prejudices 
and excesses, it sometimes gives 
the book a certain claustrophobic 
quality and limits what the author 
can do in the way of providing con- 
text, It is far ınore a “Tife" than it is a 
“life and times.” 

But such a life, Even T.R.'s pre- 
presidential years constitute one of 
the great stories in American his- 
tory, as David McCullough's Morn- 
ings On Horseback and Edmund 
Morris's The Rise Of Theodore 
Roosevelt both demonstrated hand- 
somely, Brands adds little new to 
their work, perhaps — except for all 
that Rooseveltian conımentary — 
but the story easily bears repeating, 
and Brands does it well. 

T.R. was born in New York City in 
1858 to privilege, if not staggering 
wealth, in a fanily not so much dys- 
functional as diseased. Young 
“Teedie" himself suffered from vari- 
ous maladies, including asthnıa, as 
did one of his sisters. Another sister 
had a spine warped by a congenital 
disorder. His younger brother, El- 
liott (father of Eleanor Roosevelt, 
who would nıarry Theodore's dis- 
tant cousin Franklin), was anı alco- 


TH. Watkins 


TR.: THE LAST ROMANTIC 
By H.W. Brands 
Basic Books. 897 pp. $35 


HERE once was a bump- 
tious, crafty, driven, bloody- 

minded, and bellicoge 
overgrown child who happened to 
be president of these United States. 
He was infatuated with war, wrote 
some lively histories, was perhaps 
happiest when hunting down and 
killing large wlld things, devoted 
himself whole-souled to the para 
noid style in politics, and was per- 
fectly capable of imagining himself 
the appointed messenger of God 
Almighty. 

He also challenged corporate vil- 
lainy and his own (Republican) 
party's implicit support of same, 
identified with (and considered hint 
self the savior of common folk, en- 
ergized the Progressive movement, 
made the protection of consumers 
and the conservation of natural re- 
sources national priorities for the 
first time in our history, and, above 
all, vastly expanded the role of the 
federal government in tle affairs of 
the nation aııd the world, his dream 
of American hegemony putting the 
Unite States in the business of 
global politics on a scale never 
dreamed of by his predecessors. 

That, at least, is the portrait of 
Theodore Roosevelt that H.W. 
Brands gives us in this energetic 
and capaclous biography. A good 


1 ٤ لے‎ 


PHOTO: ROGER BAMBER 


the narrative; in a chapter on 
Steinem's life in Cambridge, Massa- 
chusetts, where she worked in 1959, 
Stern writes: “Although Gloria 
clung to a vision of herself as an out- 
sider, it was a complicated outsider- 
ness, She felt like an outsider, and 
at some level she wanted it that 
way.” Stern suggests that Steinenı's 
aversion to marriage stems from 
her childhood love of Louisa May 
Alcott, and she argues that only 
“possession by an alien force” could 
have made Steinem attempt to get 
pregnant, as Mort Zuckerman be- 
lieved she did during their three- 
year relationship in the 1980s. 2 

Described in publicity notes as 
“an ardent feminist and activist in 
the reproductive rights movement,” 
Stern seems to have relished the 
task of researching a woman she 
clearly idolizes, but those readers 
seeking a thoughtful, unbiased ac- 
count of Steinem’s life will likely 
find the book too slanted. 


Gloria Steinem: Highly favorable portrait 


came a central figure in the move- 
menî, and in 1972 she launched the 
first issue of Ms., "a magazine for 
female human beings.” 

Stern seemıs more comfortable in 
the role of historian than biogra- 
pher. As she discusses the feminist 
awakening of American women in 
general and Steinem in particular, 
the book gains momentum, and her 
writing — plodding and uninspired 
up to this point — improves dramat- 
ically. In the chapters dealing with 
Steinem’'s 1992 Revolution From 
Within: A Book Of SelfEsteem, 
Stern provides an evenhanded por- 
trayal of the recovery movement, 
though arguing against the move- 
meıt's tendency to blame all adult 
suffering on childhood trauma. 

Ironically enough, Stern attrib- 
utes every character fiaw Steinem 
exhibits to her mother's mental 
problems and her father's wander- 
lust. Such amateurish atterapts at 
psychoanalysis frequently interrupt 


From Miss to Ms. 


Despite a miserable home life 
Gloria Steinem is remembered by 
friencls as having a normal and enjoy- 
able high school existence. She 
moved to Washington D.C., where 
she finished up at Western High 
School in Georgetown. She was od- 
mitted to Smith College, where her 
sister had gone before her, with the 
help of strong recommendations 
from two of her teachers, and in 1952 
she headed to Massachusetts for her 
freshman year. After graduation, she 
went to India on a scholarship, and 
by 1960 she had moved to New York 
City and landed her first job in jour- 
nalism, working on Mad magazine 
creator Harvey Kurtzman's new 
humor fitle, Help. As she found her 
journalistic voice, Steinem became 
politically vocal as well, penning New 
York magazine's “City Politic" cok 
umn and working tirelessly for 
George McGovern during lıis brief 
campaign for president in 1968. 

Although Steinem resisted the 
feminist label for ınost of the 1960s, 
her support of liberal political 
causes, along with the progressive 
nature of her New York column, 
drew the attention of leaders in the 
women's movement. İn 1969, slıe at- 
tended a feminist rally during which 
several women recountecl the physi- 
cal anıd emotional anguish they had 
endured while obtaining illegal abor- 
tions. Their stories had personal re- 
sonance ~ Steinem had gotten an 
abortion in London just prior to her 
post-college trip to India — and she 


suddenly saw herself “not only as anı . 
individual confronting problems but 
also as a member of an oppressed 
group." Steinem recalls the event as 
a turning point after which the femi- 
nist cause consumed her, and she 
began to tour the country, speaking 
out on behalf of women's rights, 
Over the next three years, she be- 
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GLORIA STEINEM 

Her Passions, Polltics, and Mystique 
By Sydney Ladensotın Stem 

Birch Lane. 501 pp. $27.50 


é6 I N BIOGRAPHY, stick with 


the dead," jokes Sydney 
Ladensohn Stem in the 
epilogue of her new book on the life 
of Gloria Steinem. Stern's subject 
seems to feel the same way about bio- 
graphers. In exchange for granting 
almost 60 hours of interviews, 
Steinem got to take a look at Stern's 
completed manuscript. She returned 
it with numerous deletions, altered 
quotations, and entire sections 
rewritten, and when early review 
copies of the book were released 
with little evidence of her changes, 
Steinem sent sections of the manur- 
script to friends who in turn called 
Stern and made suggestions of their 
own, Stern hal accepted Steinem's 
conıments where she felt they clare 
fied certain facts or offered new ma- 
terial, but resisted giving in to the 
phenomenon she calls “history ac- 
cording to Gloria." The result is a 
riclıly detailed, highly favorable por- 
trait of the famous feniinist that bares 
just enough of Steinem's dark side 10 
avoid being dismissed as a fan letter. 
Gloria Steinem: Her Passions, Pok 
itics, And Mystique begins with the 
romance of Ruth Nuneviller and Leo 
Steinem at the University of Toledo 
in 1919. The couple married two 
years later’ and in 1934 their second 
daughter, Gloria, was born in Clark- 
lake, Michigaı, Ruth and Leo dt 
vorced in 1945, and, with older 
daughter Sue away at college, Ruth 
ntoved with her younger daughter 
into a ratinfested. apartment in the 
house in Toledo where Ruth had 
grown Up. 
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1 UNIVERITY 
School of Management 


CENTRE FOR EUROPEAN 
HUMAN RESOURCE 
MANAGEMENT 


We currently have opportunltles for Researchers to work as part of a 
team in the Cenlre for European Human Resource Management. 
n er a 2 range ol mil comparative 
HRM research. As well as developing, designing and seeking fun: 
and collaboration for future rescarch, the team also چیا در‎ 
deliver short, inlernational, in-company develnpmeni programmes 
al a Eurmpean level. 


FACULTY OF SCIENCE 
DEPARTMENT: BIOLOGY 


Lecturer 


Requirements: A master’s degree, or prefarably a Ph.D in Higher Plant Ecology/Biogeo- 


graphy/Tarrestrial Plant Ecology; research experience and exposure to teaching to fourth 
year level, 


Joh description: Teaching Higher Plant Ecology, Biogeography and Terrestrlal Plant Eco. 
logy as well as preparatory courses up to fourth year level. 


Date of assumption of duties: 1 May 1998. 


Contact persons: Mr Andrew Kanime at (+264-61) 206-3151 or Ms Monica Heita at 
{+284-61) 206-3102. 


Closing date: 3 April 1888. 


Fringe benafîts: The University of Namibia offers competitive salaries and the following fringe 
benefits: e pension fund/gratuity scheme e medical aid scheme ® annual bonus e housing 
schema e ganerous laave privileges ê relacation expenses. 


Nan-Namibian citizens may be appointed for a 3-year, renewable contract period, 


THE UNIVERSITY 
OF BIRMINGHAM 
SCHOOL OF GEOGRAPHY 
RESEARCH OPPORTUNITIES 
IN HUMAN GEOGRAPHY 
Ta 


Univarally Post Ref. No. 
AFRICA AND THE CAMBBEAN 


DIRECTOR OF RELIEF AND 
SOCIAL SERVICES 


AP/§I. Home Economics Education W48484 
AP Accounting & Fînance W46485 
P Clvil Engineering W46486 
SL Water & Environmental Engineering W48487 
L Mathematics Education W48507 
1L. Infant/Earty Ghlldhood Educatlon W46508 
L History W48508 
Compular Centre Manager W46511 
L Gaomorphology/Gaolo gy W48612 
Swaziland APISLAL Educational! Foundations & Management W46513 
Swaziland Senior Assistant Bursar: Stock, Debtors & Fixed Assets W48514 
Swaziland Senior Assistant Bursar: Creditors, Payroll & Paymenls W48515 

+ Swaziland Senlor Asslstant Bursar: General Ledger, Reporung W46516 
UWI (Jamalca} L Philosophy/Saclology of Educatlon W46494 
UWI {Jamaıca) SLL Educallonal Psychology W445 
UW (Jamalca) L Educattonal Administration W46496 
UWI (Jamalca) SLA Social Sludles W46487 
UWI (Jamaica) L History Education W46498 
UWI (Jamalca) L Cardiothoracic Surgery W48504 
UW! ا‎ RF Agroforestry . WAS 
`: UWI (Trinidad Worksiop Engineer W46477 
UWI (Trinıdad LAL Spanish W46478 

. UWI (Trinidad) UAL Physics W46479 

.. UWI (Trinidad) LAL Veterinary Medicine W46480 
<, UML {Trfnldad) Chalr in Petroleum Engineering W46482 


"` HONG KONG 
. . Hong Kong Dırector Centra for Physical Education & Sport W46474 


UNRWA, the United Natlons Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees requires a Director of Relief and Social 
Services at its Headquarters in Amman. Reporling directly 
to lhe Commissioner-General, the Director is responsible 
far policy ‘guidance and technical direction of relief and 
developmental social welfare programmes affecting some 
10% of the 3.5 million Palestine refugees in the Agency's 5 
fields of operation (Lebanon, Syrıa, Jordan, West Bank and 
Gaza). Work includes: formulating and overseeing the 
implementation of policy and slrategic plans; assessment of 
adequacy uf services and programmes; monitoring and 
evaluation of impact of programmes on the welfare of taryet 
groups; cnordination of assistance from governments, 
voluntary agencies and other UN ûrganizations; technıcal 
direction and supervision of programme staft. 


Requirements: university degree in sucial welfare or relaled 
fıeld plus advanced coursework ın poverly allevialıon ar 
community development, wuıh emphasis un the applic alıun 
of social welfare policies and methodologıes to 
developmental programmes; at least 15 years’ related 
experience with 10 years at ine managerial level and 5 years 


RESEARCH DEGREES 
phDMPNI in Human Geography: iha School has ESRC Mode-A recogni 
a O 
and ara ai5o ebgible lor School and ty 
Sidintshipê. There 4 a parlioular Inlsrest ın the folkwng areBS of research and proposels 
ımilın hese thems r8 wolCone. 
* Dertbped Maykel Economies: paviouarty tegıona! developmanl, advanced ssrviceê arid 
hightechnology ndusilea 
= Emergng Rsgiona: pariloutarhy Central Europa and he kumer Sovis Union, Southiom 
Aca and Latin Amenca 
| » liban Forma and Cuurés: parllculaly residential lownscapes, conaervaion and 


The ability to deliver under pressure and willin lime limits and 
budget restraints is important and candidates should be able to 
demonstrate excellent communkalion skills including a publications 
record. Those appointed will be able 10 pursue their own specialisl 
areas of interest within Lhe field drawing on lhe expertise uf the 
network of business schuuls and universities involvud. There will also 
be opportunities to develop teaching skills and work as a 
client manager, 


aplatlon and urban klentises 
lnadğion, ha Šohool has a number of rassaich pfoyecig, some of which ars lsled 
beko, for wfiich ¢ I& seaiang candidates ior possi ESRC sludentship appicetlons and 
Sool Studentshps. 


» "The Giocaleaton ol Labour Markets’ High Technology Sled Migratorr 
» "Geographies ol Frvanclal Inchon ard Exclusion n Bamingham" 
" ely and Moin Coporsle Gtogrsptves Syma Analyals in e Cty 


‘ Emerging Markats: tha Conatnucion of a Geographical Imaginailon and the rois of 
opel knowiedgse” 


Successful candidates must be computer literate and possess 4 good 
knnwledge of statistical anaiyais, Including the abllity to use SPSS . 
Those appointed will preferably have experience of conducting case 


. ر‎ « “The Ruselan Qaleveay in Trenaton" i i the ıntı ional level, in organizabons Concerned with 
Hong Kong ASP Social Work Praclice Application procedure: Applications in writing, accompanied by a 4 aoa ah ge اجا‎ Te a ا‎ 1 Welfa 4 30d aeIdIR aii 10 U or ا‎ 
1 0 0 0 a Geolagy curriculum Vitae stating full detalls of present salary notch, increment = PoetAparhexd Kfantbes n he Repubic ot South Alica' Gonder, Czenshp tur working with culleagues tv attract funding and fur disseminating underprivileged groups ın developing countries. Language: 
i. , re Hong Kon) ASP Compalative Literature date, the earliest avilable data when duty can be assumed and ا ت‎ ESE a gulte to students, practitioners, academics ond Excellenı cornmand of spoken and writen English. Desirable: 
| Hong Kong AP/IA§P Literatura in English including threa referees should be submitted to: The Head, Recruit- 1 TAUCHT COURSES 2 Post graduate degree ın developmental sorıal weltare, 
ا‎ Hong Kong AP/ASP English Linguistics ment and Administration, University of Namibia, Private Bag 13301 Ideal candıdates will possess a Masters degree or PhD and bv fluent knowledge nt Mıddle East vnvironment and cullures, prior 
. Hang Kong Paacipal Investigator, Institute of Molacular Biology : A 9 2 ım at least one other Eurmpean language as well as Fnglush. ice with he UN ın the Middle E, king knowl 
1 : ' Hong Kong Investıgator, Instilute of Molecular Biology Windhoek, Namibia, Preliminary talegraphic applications nay be made | ہپ ہلا ا‎ Candidates without a I'hD wnuld he expeled to register lor th service with he UN ın the Middle East, working knowledge 
„ ; ‘Hong Kong RO Institute of Molacular Blology 1 BUPpOT For Rtler nftimaton please contact higher Jegrev and would be offered help wıth fees. of French and Aralıc, conpuner Inerar'y. 
| ; HK Polytechnic Unıv. Chaır/P Mathomallcs W46483 : اا ا ا‎ Tw pusls will be lor 4 periud ot wu vears in the first instance. An Remuneration: Thıs DI level pos ¢ arrıes anı aanınl net 
` NEW ZEALAND HSeDiploma: Urbanism: Ihıs ona-year courae provxden a theoretically nlormed excellent pensiûn scheme is offered together with gvnervus hnlıday {tax free) salary starling Irom $B $, 400 with Jepunden!sj 
API§L. Commerclal Law ` W46493 lon ol lho proseses and oilects ol chenge ın ban arana Tha School will enlillemenl and dıscounled private medical insurancu. and $7h,400 ‘tsınglei plus fringe benelits ‘och stin 
Asslslant Vice-Chancellor, Dlvısion ol Health Sclences W46475 Cee FD CDnê ree Dr a Fon pI I a ae Apraıntments will he aftered according t1 qualifiralans and grant, home leave, dependent y allowans u, pension hinl 
Assislanı Vice-Chancellor, Division ol Commerce W46476 1 (mak J.S. Pollard @bham ao.uk or ot lê addrese below. experience withn the range it E2l,217 - C2K.251 pu tor 4 and health plan) 
SL Pathology (Clinical Haematology) W46503 1 niles, a prospectus and Senivr Research Oftıcer (Ref 8O258/G) and (15.8% » L23,003 pa fur a Kalina be sent before 31 March 1998 lı Heard 
, UNITED KINGDOM 5: یی سا وات ا س پا‎ r EIEN Reer ê Sertan IVN/SPR IINRWA H() Gazın ا‎ 
Oxtord P Chemist ey o! Bimingham, BIS ZIT, telephone Candidates wishing to discuss lhe posts may contact Olga Tregaskis 2 E 2 
3 W46510 ST TEE ا‎ in the Centre for European Ilumann Resource Management on UNRWA Vienna tie, D.1 Bue 7Y, AAU Vier, 
إ‎ e ٣ a ye Profesor: ASF = Asslstanl Professor: SL - Senior o FAIRFAX Stn nl (12M) 751122. Aulrid or. Fax No. '+497d-7) B77 75553, ton where 
{1 Leclurer:t. = Lecturer: AL. - Asststant Lecturer. RF - Resgareh Fellow; BO * Rossarch Officer. . Î 4# UNIVERSITY (USA) A SCHOOL WITH A LONGTERM Appllastlon forms and further datalls ara svellable from the additonal informatcın may he requestecl. 
0 a Cem . و‎ etna al ACU . r COMMITMENT TO OVERSEAS FAMILIES e,o : IT اماو ااال لو ا‎ N O00 (A ho 
, . n t St Christophe! 18 from 43 OAL. Telephone (01234) extenslon our 
| 307 8672 axl. 208 [UK oflice hours; fax 44 171 383 0388: e PO MONPO EDIE SON Suds range of eulura ad allo meKCL ood OURO Department of Education vows Recrultment Line] quoting the appropriets reference number, | | | UNITED NATIONS NATIONS UNIES 
a uot 0 0 eh 0 0 ا‎ 5 by 1 io sgech bom Lk reptesentelye experlenca helps us make a caring and supporllve ٣ Closing date for recelpt of applloatlons: 14th April 1098. 
۰ . ofa . 1 ٣ 
أ‎ ^ Gemtmonwezitt Unlversities, Including subseripllon details, Is available from Peterborough PER GOD UR ior such boys and girls. Parents based overseas 3 Û | Expresslon of Interest 


1ha same source. represented on our well established Parents’ Commlllee. 


The School has been fully co-educational, boarding and 
vegstarlan since 1915. Our campus has the Informal 
aimosphere of a frlendly village. Younger boarders live İn 
family style houses with Houseparen!s and with breakfasl. 
taa and supper taken In the boarding house. 6th Formers 
have student rooms. 


We aim at good work and high Ideals with lots of fun In he 
process. A ull and challenging curriculum leads to 16 GCSE 
and 19 A Level courses with equal emphasis on aris and 
sclence. There are exceptlonal facililles for art, musk. 
drama, computing, technology and adventure tralnlng. We 
encourage self-confidence by valuing each child as af 
Individual, 
Entry considered at most levels from age 8 - 16 
For more detalls, contact Susan Mefor, Admisslons Secretary 
Tal: 01462 679301 Fax: 01402 481578 
@tChrletophar Aolıoal 


Letohworth, Herts G6 3JZ 
E eee 
1 ls an ional Ch ma 
ell children as Individuals and to devel o elf proper self-conficencê. 


Tele/Fax' +44 {0) 1733 239323 


International Consultancy Work 


in Vietnam 


The Ovaraeas Proects Corporaiton of Victoria (OPCV) and the 
Department of Education, Victoria, Australla have been short llsted 
lor an Asian Development Bank Loan project in Vietnam, known as 
he Lower Secondary Educatlon Project. Tha project is expected lo 
Slant in lhe second half of 1998. 

The consortium is seeking expressions af intarest from persons 
Hh relevant expertise for fhe position of 

* Adiministralion and Finance Advlaor (18 person months) 

* Texlbook Distribution Syslan Specialist (1 person month) 

* Publishing Management Specialist (3 person months). 


Mandatory Chitena: 
* post el qualifications in a related discipline at Masters or 
Doctorate level, 
1 * developing cauntry experiance related to lhe project's terms of 
| relerence preterably with Aslan Development Bank pcajects. 


4 . Promoting educational co-operation throughout the Commonwealth ACL 


UNIVERSITY OF 


SUSSEX 


SCHOOL OF ENGLISH AND AMERICAN STUDIES 
Lectureship in 


North American History 
with special reference to Science and Technology (Ref: 282) 


The appointee wll ba a mnamber ol the American Studies Suojact Group 
and tne Sohool of Englleh and American Studles and will alao be 
expected lo contribute to the leaching of American History al 
undergraduate anki graduate levels. Tha post vill lao entalt responatblllty 
for ihe Norlh American Studies component ol the degreae In Science 
wilh Norlh American Studies. Prafterance wil! ba given lo candidates with 
research interests in the flald of Hatory of Science and Technology and 
Science Policy. The appointee wil neédl lo ba ablê io leach courges in 
Lhe higlory of physical and tife sciences, and technology and medicine in 
North America. There wil he scope for Ihe davelopmenl Of nw COURS 
In lhe history of physical and fife sclencss, and technology and medicine 
in Narlh America. There will be scope for the developmen! of naw 
courses sultable for Science students taking a minor in Norh American 
Siludies. 


The appointment wil be made on alther Leclurer Grada A (C18.045 - 


The University of Reading 


Auricultural Extenxion and Rural Developmen Department 
One-year Masters degrees 

*“ Agricultural extension syslems aud managenten! (MSc) 

* Participatory forestry manage ment and extension (MSc) 

* Educalion and training for agricultural and rıımi development (MSv? 
* Rural social developmen! {MA} 

* Telêvision/video for development (MA! 


Higher degrees by research MPhil and PhD 


Further professional studles (FPS) 

* Gender, the environment and developmen! planning 

* Extension for sustainable rural livelihoods 

* Principles and practice of communication 

* Strengthening rural and agricultural development through 
ınining : 

These accredited five-week courses cun be taken singly, or as a 

series leading to the FPS Diplomn. 

Short courses 1998 

* Extension skills for micro-enterprise development (May/June) 


g@3] Heriot-Watt University 
ld Edinburgh 


Department of Computer Studies 


Lecturer 

£21,884 - £27,886 pa 

Required to work with Professor Heiko Schrader, Director af 
Parallel Algorithms and Architectures Research Centre PARC), 
(http:#pacc-alpha i .lboro,.ac.uk/pardparc.html) and current Head 
of Department of Computer Studies, 

Sfhe will he expected to have considerable reseacch srrengths in 
parallel algorithms and architecuures, and experience in 
collaboration with Industry. Candidates should also have a 
strong matheı al background, 

Informal enquiries are welcome, and should be directed to 
Profesor H Schroder, tel: 01509 228225, fax: 01509 211586, 
email: hschrodertlboro.ac,uk. 
hetp:/finfa.lhoro.ac.uk/Jepartments/cofindex.html 


Apphcation Details 

Copias of the larms of reference can be obtalned from Maina 

Walley, Coordinator International Projects, International Educatlon 
: Marketing Branch, Department of Education, Victoria, Ausiralla, 
| mall melna.walklay @ dse.vic.gov.au, phone 61 3 9837 2317 Or fax 

a EY ja detailed Curriculum Vitae on 61 3 9847 2010 by 
1 


exiinyg Feararch ii 
iruuueutal ant biu-thust 


plixesea ancl 
be welcomed whw woukl develuy and enhance interdisciplinary 


WicorioON rH MOVE 


THE UNIVERSITY 
of LIVERPOOL 


* Management skills for rural development {A4ugusUSepite niber) 
akties İn ful ind beverage pressing: pharmacemical and fine For further details and an appllcation farm contact Personne! £21,016} or Grade B (£21,834 - £27,986) per annum on tha Teeching » e and institutlonal structures far a pi Ere 
chemical nuanufacturingg or semiuduucror prtcexsilig, ripe اا‎ Univarsity. Loughborough, Leics, LEL 1 3TU. : a in س‎ Facuity ecaies. Closing date: Friday 3 April 1988. (Seplember) 

"Ihe uppoiiıtment will be ınade 4an ıe prufess scale (ninmqunt : 01509 222173 {24 hours) or 0 ies i Plann ۹ Applloation forms and furlher details for the abova position ل‎ 

ut eR SHANA per annum) an is le Iran 1 July emel: personnel@iboro.ac.uk. E O EEE 2 Steraduate Sugles n Town ip in Economics UE are available from and should be returned to Sarah Marshall, * Extension and sustainable crop prolection (October/November) 
ot 1 mutually agreed vıbseqıient tlie. Please quote rof: 0/180/303. ا‎ Loughborough Applications are Invited to join the year, RIPLaccredl „. NORWICH Staffing Sarvloes Offios, Sussex House, Untveralty of .Commissloned courses 

dfna emguimes lu: the Herel uf Depmhnenl, Pinfenur fuhn Simmenus, Closing date: 31 March 1998. 0 MCD programme, or Ihe I-year-MA {Metropo' 1 SEEN Faimer, Brlghton BN1 QRH. Tel! (01273) 678202. Emall 


University , Courses lo meet clients" specific training réeds are run both in 
Reading and overseas 

For details of these and other AERDD programmes, please cantact: 
AERDD, The Unlversily, PO Box 238, Reading RGG 6AL, UK, 
Fax: +44 (0) 118 926 1244 Tel: +44 (0) 118 931 8119 
e-mailıaerdd@ reading.ac,uk web sile! www.rdg.ac.uk/AERDD/ 


Gel: I1 1ST 3132; fax: H131 431 1129 e-mail: j mons nr. uk), 
For applicatlon detalis please contact the Personnel Office, 
Herlot-Watt University, Edinburgh, EH1+ 4AS, tel: O13] 451 3475 
{24 hours), quoting refi; 41/9%/G. Closing date: 30 April 1998. 


Pruning). MA (Regional Science) or MA (Town " 
Regional Planning). Applications for MPhil/PhD’ by | 
rescarch are also inviterl. ٤ 4 E 
Enquiries to Dr. David Massey, Dept. of Civic Desig, 
Ui verrity af Liverpool, LIVERPOOL L69 3BX, England. 
Th: 144-151-794 3112; Fax: +14-131-743125; 


email: dwmassey@liverpoul.ae.uk . . 


euasex.ao.uk 


An Equal Opportunity Employer 


Oplicanns ate rmvitexl fur thre above ulLtik, peranrenk post u the Scliool uf 
. o oronen Studien, tenable fom 1 Seplamlr 1998. 
polet will be mede in any area of economics wilh reltvance (a 
thrirg countries. Applicants should have, or pect ko complete n iho near 
uk AD. A ak reconl of reeearch pubiicaljonw an cveseat eperlenos 


The srcoemmîul candldste will be eçecled contribute tn economic teaching ai 
e undenyrndute and Matet el ancl line ut lnieret n teaching Bt e 
O opllnay cone. The appoinument also wolves menberhlp of the 

Developmen Group whlch requires ihe appolntse to work lp to ans 


The intematlonal Rescue Committee ([RC), a non-for- 

profil, non-sectarian humanitarian rafuyee and relief 
organizatflon ia currently recrufting: 

¥ Finance Coordinator (Peshawar, Pakistan]: 
Implement and oversee internal financial syatems 

Country offlce In Peshawar, Pakistan, Sub-offlce In Kabul, 

Afghanistan and flald aftsa in Pakistan and Afghanistan. . 


Opportunities Abroad 


far work in relief, development aud nissiatt 
80+ coımlrles, 550+ vacancles, full range of jobs 
E-mail monthly: Ten issues £25.00 Air Mall: £50 both subscriptions include 


TEFL DIPLOMA 


خف 


e i : lan's er i 1 : : TEFL, ESL or TESOL by Distance Learning. ' 
| Creative Welling, Freelance and News Journalism Requirements: Unlverslty degree in accounting with CPA, three lo ive yaara o „` `  Vislt the Guardlan’s .. ually in devel aT mde reach, taining and conaulieney, Directory of Agencies Pay by Access, Visa, Maalercard or Delta pt 0 E iy ا‎ ERE 
i Diploma courses by Distance Learning or Tutorials e CL E E a e RecrUitment site a be o the Lecter A cala, EIOMS u ERLOIS per mam of 8 و‎ e 
ب‎ granls: knowledge of SunSystems, MS Office and Excel; at sas two years : 5 E le, L214 10 127 98S per annum, phıs USS benofks. 


LONDON SCHOOL ¥ JOURNALISM Diran, articles andl an appikation form should be obtained from the 


of Personnel and Reglsiry Services, University of East Angke, 
Rich, NRE IT tariwerphone _ OIG, emall 
irene Coa, em 198, Fie qote 
 URA commited to acellenea ln edtcadont and raeareh 


experiance managing funds for Fellef/development projects, overseas 
experience in 8 refugee/returnes setting pretared; knowledges, oi Urdu, Paahtu, 
or Derî language; willingness lo travel into Afghenlstan. Posillon for 12 month. | 
Qontaot Susan Rlahl by faxı û01 212-551 3170, by o-malf: 
susanr@intresoom.org. 


.“hitp://recruitnet,guardian.co.uk''}’ 
for International Jobs & Course: 
‘from the Guardlan WeoklY.. 


World Service Enquiry (Dept GDW6) 
Other services: One to One inlerview, Datasearch; Annual Guide . 
„ 1 Stockwell Green, London SW9 9HP 
Fax: +44 171 346 5955 e-mail: wse @eabroad.org.uk 
An acthity af Christian Abrmıd Charire Nu 245BA7 


' GW, 22 Upbrook Mews, London W2 3HG England ` 
! Fax: +44{0)171 708 3780 GW@isjournalism.com | 
oDLac 1921 76 years of teaching succass 97 Aascc 1 / 


. lntarnatlonal ۱ 
Learning Centres 


. 12 Rutland Square, Edinburgh, EH1 2BB 
Tel/Fax 01 259 720440 100685.608@compuserve.com 
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Pm not a number, I'm a free shopper Scenes: 


it doesn't focus on understandig 
the customer." 


Ironically, until recenty, 


FEATURES 23 


“increasing income uncertainty, 
falling participation in religious ac- 
tivity and the declining trust for col- 
lective bodies”. 

Whether this is proof that the 
5 coming generation is spiritually 
Ri | Thatcher’s children, for whom the 
term "society" has no meaning, re- 
mains a debatable point. 

The Institute of Volunteering Re- 
search reported that only 43 per 
cent of those aged 18 to 24 acted as 
volunteers Jast year, compared with 
55 per cent in 1991. Even more dra- 
matic was the fall in the average 
number of hours per week, from 2.7 
in 1991 to 0.7 in 1997. 

“There's some evidence that peo- 
ple are less engaged with tradi- 
tlonal, philanthropic orgatuisationa 
and switching their involvement to 
direct action,” saya Stuart Ethering- 
ton, chief executive of the National 
Council for Voluntary Organisa- 
tions. 


Monkey 
business 


CITY OF WORDS 
John Ryle 


HE latest Internet plaything, 

more fun than a virtual pet, ' 
hotter than hypertext, is automate 
ranslalion, If you're a Web 
aficionado you'll have heard about 
this; translation software has been 
in professional use for some years. 
But recéntly it became available, 
free, to all' comers on the Alta Vista 
search eitgine, All you have to do is 
paste your text into a box, or type in 
lhe addréss of the web page you 
want translated, and — Caramba!l — 
it reappears in the language of your 
thoice. Or something like it. 


Loyalty cards have provided supermarkets with a vast inept, gever, hen es to e secret . E اا‎ peo 
using |e data available, The in- | ple are most e intereste! 
amount of data ori their customers. Lisa Buckingham formation provided when someone | in. “If you know what people like, 
and Roger Cowe seo trouble i in store signs up for a loyalty card plus a few | then you can target customers accu- | country’s greatest selllng lus | 3 
months of shopping records could | rately. If they have given the infor- | nesses were never concerned wii 
RITING the shopping list Nappies feature prominently in | provide a more detailed portrait of Û mation voluntarily it will be more | marketing. Their strengths were ù 
is alnıoat .as tedious as | stories about this new era in data- j customers’ habits than supermar- | reliable,” says Brooke. buying, not selling, and 
trekking round the super- | based marketing. One United States | kets enjoy. Not only would this They have not yet achieved rifle | expertise was based in the ma 
markeL So it would be a boon if the, | chain discovered that Friday nights Î allow them better to target shoppers | shot accuracy, however, It is more 4 | facturers, That is changing fast x 
store could do It for you. saw a peak İn purchases of both | with specific offers but would give | case of having moved from the blun- | retailers grab the chance to md 
That day is not far off, thanks to | nappies and booze. They concluded | them a more accurate grasp of how | derbuss to the machine gun. the ntanufacturers into the back. 
the mass of data painstakingly col j that men were being sent out for. | tlıeir business operates. Keith McNamara, brand manager j ground and build their own bran 
lected on the millions of customers | emergency nappy supplies, and Combine this with the detailed Î for custonter relationship marketing But Big Brother is a worryiy 
who have signed up for socalled | were taking the opportunity to stock | data volunteered by people who com- | at computer company ICL, says it is | concept, even if the Brother is lard 
loyalty cards, up on six-packs. Thelr response was plete market research question- | a long road. “Retailers are moving | Sainsbury. Retailers and others ir 
Loyaliy has nothing to do with it, | to move the nappies so that they | naires, and businesses alsa have a | from mass marketing to one-toone j volved in the area seem to want 
as is obvious from tlie fact that many | were nearer to the booze. tool to target other firms’ customers. | marketing. There are many steps | advance slowly in anı effort la svi 
British shoppers have cards in their Then there is last week's news On the other side of the retail | along the way and loyalty pro- | claims of intrusiveness. One ae | 
purse or wallet from Testo, Sains- | ‘from Boots The Chemist. The chain | divide, however, privacy campaign- | grammes are one step. They provide | tive involved in advanced card lb 
bury and Safeway. Information is | has come up with a home shopping | ers find the cards alarming because | value so customers want to have an | nology for a leading bank said: : 
what the companies want. Just lke | offer targeted at 3 milllon mothers | ———______- | intimate relationship with the store," | need to have a lengthy pubke d+ 
the anonymous authorities in the | and pregnant woınen, using They know where Boots appears keen to avoid any | bate about the whole question ( . 


cult sixties TV series, The Prisoner, | information gathered from the Ad- suggestion that it is beginning to | cards and privacy.” In the speedy way of the Web, „ "Î was in a voluntary bureau in 
the supermarket chains want to |.vantage card launchecl last year. you live, what you make really Intelligent uıse of sho Bouts aclmits that it would wani almost before it is up and running, Liverpool recently and, unusually, 
know more about their customers. Boots’ Mother & Baby At Home ping records to target groups, A j make much more analytical use & the Alta Vista translation service there were a lot of young people 

One day you may find yourself | allows tlıe chain to join in the rush normally buy and when spokeswoman said the computer | consumers’ track records in lr has been awarded the Cooler Than 1 5 1 1 there. Most of them, ît turned oul, 
waking up to an email from Sains- | to mail order with an offer targetecl capacity was beyond the company at | future, bul says it was aware ll’ Sliced e 0 0 ا‎ ee 1 ایا‎ e 0 - yer NEN... VARESE were out af the worklorce and look. 
bury suggesting what you need to | at customers most likely to welcome you last bought it the moment, It uses only the infor- | the issue vuuldl become a lol polit es list of the Tepe اا‎ What happene: orming the barricades n a lon college PHOTO Davin SILTOE | ing lo learn new skills. 


buy that week. They know where | not having to trail down the high mation customers provide when 
you lve, what you normally buy and | street. And Boots is extending iis | TTT TTT | they sign up for a loyally card rather 


One answer is to refuse tû answr’ 


Further disturbing evidence sug- 
markul research questions. TF . 


Incredibly Useful Sites. Wlın can gesting that the older generale 


Save the world or pay off the student loan? The young in Britain are charged with 


1 îth i 1 1 r teil 4 : 1 j? Not 1. What . : . lical than {heir career 
wher you last bought it. product range with items such as | of the volume of information that | than the spending trail they lay once | Consumers Assuciation stresses ll’ resist such accolades: are more raclica : 

There's no escape, Like the | tnaternity clothes, which it cuuld | can be gathered. they have gol one. nu uue should be refused a lot 1 better excuse to rack up hours being obsessed with themselves. Owen Bowcott and Luke Harding report obsessed offspring emergunl in i re- 
bizarre giant bubble which used to j not sensibly sell in-store, Experian, a (lata managément MeNamara denies that trchno- | card because ul that. ا‎ hel: j a a e r cen aia ll Terihirds 
emerge out of {he sen to prevent thet This is all part of the move from | subsilla'y uf ruailorcler company | logy is the slunbling block. El | Prutecliou Act jrovides tlial anf : , 5 hint 1 h 11 f 1 mai gaol Saddam Hus 
series’ hero Patrick MeGoachan es | mass marketing to what has be- | GUS, compiles resident profiles that | blumes the marketing peopl, “Re- | fornatiun canı be checked by € e you'd e tu ar ihi n 1 @ VI C Or y O m e over we try campaign agiinsl Sadan Hus. 
vcaping, the supermarket computer come known as “the segment of | ell retailers what kincl of people are | tailers necl to get thelr act in gear la | custamier — for ix fee. Comp e ke 0 0 0 suîn, while their parents andl 
will clo its best to stop you leaving | one" or “micro marketing". The aim | likely to live in each area. provide offers that are meininglul." | itso allowed to charge SIG for «° Ilo 1 e 8 ا‎ e ht. thi ر‎ E grandparents in the nvr cal | 
the store without picking up wlıat it | is Lo capture the benefits of large Experian's Peter Brooke says this Cust is one deterrenl fo cuslomers | plying this information and hate - Tench it gues — ‘le refroidis- N A bright, third-floor office in | not yet fully accepted lhe responsi | can't aflurd tu buy clothes, ] had a | gory barely scraped Ligothur a ii 1 
thinks you ııced. ancl sınall scale. allows targeted mailshols that are | of companies such as ICL whu wanl | fo 40 (lays to reply to a request sr qne la rfconpense décorpées en north London, decorated with | bilities of adulthood while those at | couple uf job interviews recently | jurîly in favour. Pacifism and CNL? 

Itis just one exaınple of the ways In the words of Staffordshire uni | slowly superceding junk mail. | to use data effectively, But the coxt is An alternative approach could! tranches de pain” — ancl out again’ ferns going a little brown at the | ihe higher end of the range have be- | and I had to buy a shirt, which wasa | have evidently lost their power 1v 1 
in which retailers hope to entice and | versity's Professor Steve Worthing- Û “There are still a lot of duff mailing | coruing down, leaving less excuse | to confuse the computer, buyi: ‘Prompt way of the Web, almost be- | edges, Anthony Forth can be found | vome selfish. greal wndlge out of my benefit for Û shape the international oullaok uf 
cajole shappers lo spend more | ton: “The economics of the mass | lists out there. But the old days of | for marketing managers, nappies une week even if ¥ fore it iş in service, the translation | most days, In the early weeks in this Given the riglıt issue, hnwever, | two weeks. the young. 


service of Alta Vista was allotted the | office, his ime was spent fling | yuma people du becumv active. Al 
cooler that the reward cut wul in | the voracious fax uıachine. These | though young people are less envi- 
bread sections." days, he might draft a press release | ronmentally active than the 35-to 55 

Hm. Then how about this inıcoım- | on the slate of the rain forest or chat | age group, environmental concerns 


lt takes no great genius, then, i0 
see why ınany young people are il- 
creasingly reluctant lo embrace a 
penurious lifestyle in a booming 


But do any of these disparate 
{rendls prove {here is an emerging 
“meîrst"” gener'ation who are nare 
selfish and less caring? Hardly, The 


money in their stores. Others could İi market meets the culture of the cor | sending out 5 millon pieces and | ` “The technology is not cheap and | haveın'l got ù baby, and ã en 
include individualised nıailshots, Û ner shop — the wide choice of the | expecting 0.5 per cent response are | it makes them gulp a bil. But Ihe j cleaner even if you have all 
also based on a shoppers spending | supermarket can be allied to the | gone. Now you get smaller mailings | markgting skills are the real prob- | own tecth, 

patterns, such as encouraging | personalised knowledge of the | and a higher response — as high as | lenı. There are not a lut of peıple Patrick McGoolan never o 


somebody who buys napples to try | customer” ent, 2 techno- | enped: but nor did they ever gel ing email from Brazil. “Caro Jolın | to colleagues on the “mahogany | are nıuch more likely to galvanise | jobs market where average gradu | twenty- and thirtysometlings may 
other baby elu e Experts claim big business is still e 0 ES tenk 0 lat E o اا‎ ê Ah ouıt of him ıi begins. "Expensive John," runs | desk", next to the map of a tree- | them Into into action than anything | ate starting salaries have now rigen | be squeezed by harsher economic 
8 he English iranslation. “How excel- Î denuded Madagascar. else. Remarkably, a third of young | to $25,500. Such choices may also | realities than thelr parents but it 
lent surprise to get you. It cloes not After work most of lıis salarled | people clainı to have been involved | be part of a deeper shift in altitudes, | doesn't mean they have lurned their 

CLASSIFIED import why reason. 1 will be giving | friends sink a couple of pints and | in protests on animal rights.” But in | There is little hanging around after | bagk on soclety or the world. 


some plants during tle carnival . . head off for a vegetable curry. In- | the United States, a similar debate | college, as there was in the sixties Taking two-year career breaks — 
Giving plants? It secms comput stead, Anthony walks back to King's | has resulted in the Peace Corps | and seventies, to nıull over possible | the pattern of volunteer commit’ 
ers are about a8 goocl at English as | Cross station, past a brownfielıl site | being given $50 million. Mark | directions in life. ment long favoured by VSO but now 


CAR HIRE 


the average foreigner. Someti low being busily converted into i Gearan, the organisation's director, Graduates are competing for jobs | under review — nay lave become‏ ر 
ol. +4 (O) 118 ler. Sometimes | fı sily ,‏ 
they get It; sometimes they don't. j neo-yupple flats. Home is a onebed- Î maintains that “the popular percep- | tong before final exams to pay back | increasingly difficult. The profes-‏ 1 401 1 ا UK CAR HIRE ACCESS CAR HIRE U.K‏ 
Horncastle ê Ltd (Dept.X) One reviewer of the Alta Vista Lrans- | room flat in central Luton. tions about Generation X — that | student loans and accumulate cash | sionallsation of most aid agencies,‏ 
FREE PERSONAL j Fath Road, Reading, Berkshiro RE30 2HS 1 lator tried what he described as a Anthony is a volunteer, And İf a | yoııng people are slackers with little | for the daunting price tags of the | however, has ensured that tens of‏ * 


Popular tourist phrase "How much | dispiriting survey last month by Vol- | motivation — is a myth”, The Peace | property market ahead. And once | thousands of people are perma- 
for the monkey?” Translated into | untary Service Overseas is anything | Corps is now planning to double its | professionally employed, it is a | nently engaged lo development pto- 
German and back, it became: "How | to go by, he is rapidly becoming | 6,500 volunteers overseas within the: | lifestyle thatis harder and harder to, Î jects «around the world. ‘They are 


MEET ‘N’ GREET SERVICE SPECIAL OFFERS!! 


1V AVAILABLE ON SELECTED MODELS much for the hammer?" As he | somethi of an endangered | next two years, But is that a lot renounce before early retirement. prepared to forgo the far larget in- 
MARTINS SELFDRIVE AIRPORT TERMINAL MEET & GREET ان‎ remarked, 1 have to know | specles ln thls “meflrst” generation. when one considers that the United comes they might command from 
BASINGSTOKE, UK PLEASE WRITE PHONE OR FAX 3 what a drop hammer is to know Last week the charity annouiced States has a population ùf more than 11 EOPLE are keeri to get: the private sector, 
PLEASE NOTE NEW NUMBERS FORD FIESTA 1.1LX, you'd be upaet jf you walked out of | it is experiencing a recruitment Û 266 'miilllon? Perhaps’ ‘Britain's Pp on and have careers,".| ` Two other Charities, Red R and 
TEL: +44 1256 867100 Only £199.00 for 2 weeks the monkey store in Stuttgart with | slump. For the first time İn a decade | young are merely switching the’ explains an official at'Î British Executive Service Overseas 
Pricas linn £15.00 a diay fully inelisive FAX: +44 1256 867001 Fully Ineluslve of comprehenalve nera one. thé nunıber of volunteers being sent | ‘focus of theif sdci4] concetrie? Eco’ the Natiçnal' Union Of Students, j| (BESO), exemplify the chaiges, 


Well, robots can't dance. Not yet, overseas, by ,VSO has dropped. | issues are ‘displacing ‘Third World Î ;“because of the legaty of debt and. | Both send British professionals 
Webthttp./fwww.bbi.co.uk/martins Your computer speaks Franglals; ve also fallen away, by. ‘development, YSO's traditional ‘hardship they have endured. The’ | abroad to help in development and 
Emall:gdwk@martsd.demon.co.uk K ١ n Eurotrash. Machine trans over thé past two years, Î theme, in the bopilar imagination. | average e on leaving college: re rellef oC buf r e pe- 
۴ PAMBER CAR: HIRE U.K. 30 iš not about in UN: 1ê that twentysome-' | ` Butitis not Hard to see why ‘row Oweş $6,500 „ „ : It makes peo- sof up to six moriths. Neither 
appllcable to Heathrow, Gatwick, Manchester & Southampton Alrporta û2 ncnott iv, r: i recognition ا‎ for | things are. ا‎ ee ee ;of Anthdny's peers who graduatéd | ple keen to. ‘go İnto jobs straight TR Rent a volunteers, 


CDW, deollvery/collection to a, Qı 
` ` Gêntral London, unlimliad mileage 


correspondence. d less E lng their '] fro Luton university heave” es-' away tather than go titavelling." : İl’ '' Red R'keeps a register öf 700 ex.‏ ل 

AT E EASE OSO E AI WC MEE iD vou ¢ 4 the digital future, maybe, when 0 thful ideali : .chewed volunteering altogether for | Are Bfitons' simultaneously be- plerienced engineers, most of whom 
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‘Letter from Uzbekistan Jennifer Balfour 


Flights of fancy 


HERE was pizza for lunch 

today. Not quite pizza as we 

know it but a very good try. 
Not that the local people particu- 
larly appreciated the effort. Pizza 
has never really played a significant 
role in the cuisine of Central Asin. 
However, for the handful of foreign- 
ers aboard, this one snıall step rep- 
resented a giant leap forward for 
Uzbekistan Air ways. 

Tmust be one of the few people in 
the worlcl for whom the thought of 
school lunches, hospital food and in- 
fight meals produces a Durry of ex- 
citement. The Uzbekistan Airways’ 
internal flight experience, however, 
has always left me feeling rather 
cold. Of course there ig no earthly 
reason why any gastronomic stops 
at all should be pulled out for those 


lowing independence. Not only have 
their old Sovlet planes been spruced 
up, but new Alrbuses and Boeings 
have been brought in. Apart from a 
couple of minor setbacks when one 
plane was impounded at Marrches- 
ter airport for non-payment of fees 
and another landed upside down on 
a Delhi runway (with no loss of life), 
in six short years they have done 


niously appears. Not to be outdone, 
Uzbekistan Airways tried the same 
trick on us. We were stuffed full and 
only when we had given up all hope 
or inclination for a main course, did 


namic milestone for their country. 

But it was still rather a shock one 
day to read in the magazine that the 
Frankfurt-based tutors of those very 


‘Tashkent-bound plane had only re- 
linquished the reins the previous 
week and allowed them to Ûy inde- 
pendently. Balanced high above the 
world it was little consolation to be 
presented with all the details of a 
tentative maiden voyage. 

Had I been travelling a few 
months later following the conmı- 
pany's first transatlantic flight, 
would have found a whole page de- 
voted to the escenpade. I would have 
been regaled wilh accounts of “skil- 
ful management of a (ifficull route, 
special skills of navigation und cunı- 
munication only recently acquired.” 
This coupled with the chairman's 
New Year’ wish lo all his customers 
that there he as many landings nn 
takeoffs, I decided thal this light 
reall was clefinitely nat for the faint- 


rich enough to avoid the discomfort 
Bf a bumpy 12-hour ride to our city. 
We've surely had our reward. But 
ever since I enjoyed a British Air- 
ways three-course meal on the one 
hour flight from London to Belfast I 
have been reluctant to settle for any- 
thing less, and the plastic beaker of 
flat mineral water we have grown 
used to on Uzbekistan Airways' an- 
swer to Aeroflot has been nothing 
short of disappointing. 

But today there was a flicker of 
hope in the air. Not only were we 
served an oblong slice of pizza (al 
belt cold), but it came with an array 
of drinks pushed by a smiling host- 
eas on a mobile trolley. 

Uzbekistan is the only one of the 
five Central Asian republics to have 
really gone to town on its girline fol 


These days things have changed 
and mostly for the better, But there 
is still room for improvement of cus- 
tomer relations and a few minor ad- 
justments on the content and atyle 
of the inflight magazine. 

Conmunists were never slow to 
propagate their own ideology and 


The first time I set foot on one of 
their planes five years ago I was or- 
dered by a plump. heavily befreck- 
led hostess to “Co!” and "Sit down!” 
Clutching evidence of a no smoking 
allocation in my hand I timidly ven- 
tured to inquire whether it was still 
available. Again I was told “Sit 


formed independent republic has 
avidly grasped the baton. A random 
dip into any issue will qıncover a 
host of lıeavily massaged facts and 
figures about the emerging nation 
and accolades to the daredevil he- 
roes who ınan the skies, As interra- 
tional routes are added 1o the 
burgeoning repertoire, each auc- 
cessive venture is coverecl lavislıly 
with praise heaped on tlıose who 
have eclieved another 


According to Uzbek custom the 
main catırse is served when every- 
one is full — or that is how it has al- 
ways appeared to me. Tables are 
lavishly strewn with sweetmeals 
and guests are force-fedl until burst- 
ing. Only then the real food ceren1o- 


Notes & Querles Joseph Harker 


HO invented playing cards 
and what ia the origin of 


HE reinserts them inlo Ihe 
gums of ncwborn babies, 
course! — Judy Ferguson, Gawler, 


LAYING cards were invenlecl 
by tlie Chinese before AD 100. 
They reached Europe nrouncl L4, 
not clirvctly from China but from tlhe 
Mameluke empire of Egy. 
history of suitmarks demonsirates 4 


HO gave le world's first 
bhencfit concert and what 
was it in aid of? 


HE firs benefit concerl of tlw 

Live Aid sorl was The Concert 
For Bangladesh un August 1, 1971. 
given in supparl of orphan childrrn. 
The two shows at Madison Square 
Garden in New York City were ul 
ganised by George Harrison and 
featured Eric Clapton, Boh Dylan, 
Leon Russell, Ravi Shankar, Ringo 
Starr and Harrison himself, anıong | . 
others. A live recording sold well. 
The concert was filmed, bul most of 
the cameranıen smoked too many 
joints and much of the footage was 
outoffocus and unusable. — Asf 
Baker, Fukuchiyana, Kyoto, Japan 


words, shapes and concepts. The 
Mameluke suits were goblels, golcl 
coins, swords, and polo-sticks. Pulo 
being then unknown in Europe, 
these were transformed into batons 
or staves, which, together with 
swords, cups and coins, are still the 
traditional suitınarks of Italian and 


Fifteenth-century German card- 
makers experimented with suits 
vaguely başed on Italian ones, even- 
tually settling for acorns, leaves, 
hearts and bells (hawk-bells}, which 
still remain in use. Arouncl 1480 the 
French started producing playing” 
carcls by means of stencils, and aim 
plified the German shapes into trifle 
(clover), pique (pike-heads), coetr 
(hear'ts), and carrear (paving tiles), 
English card-makers used these 
shapes but varied the names, 

Spade (pique) may reflect the 
earlier use of Spanish suitmarks, 
from espades meaning swords, and 
clubs are what the Spanish suit of 
staves actually look ke. Diamond is 
not only the shape of the paving tile, 
but nıay perpetuate connatations of 
wealth from the alder suit of coins. 
— David Parlett, Streatham, London 


Martin Pickeragill and some of the frogs whose identities are uvder the haumer 


Nameless frogs gain identity - at a price 


degree. “I was brought up in South 
Africa and hated school. I got mar- 
ried young and had kids so 1 had to 
get a job. I worked as a clerk and 
` never got round to formal study." 

In 1982 he heard a frog with a 
“strange voice" and discovered his 
vocation. “They are marvellous 
creatures, I canı sit by a swamp ard 
hear 25 apecles. They all speak in a 


The South African trip will be to 
ind what he calls the “missing ink" 
ape-like creature known as the | 
‘tokoloslie in Bantu folklore, 3ft to 4ft 
tall but with the strength of 10 men. 
` ` *Regpectable scientists won't look 
for'it becauše whén you talk about 
thê missing lnk people think yo 
are nuts. But Ive gû to find it. I | | 
knûw' there و‎ something there.” 


HAT la the longest word 
with no recurring letters? 


MBIDEXTROUSLY, which has 


0 That makes me very 


I challenge Jonathan Brazler 
{March 1) and his authority, 
Richard ' Lederer's Crazy English. 
My Oxford English Dictionary con- 
tains neither uncopyrightsble nor \ j '. ! 
dermatoglyphs. It doesn't even corr j! 
— John Dietrich, 
Harare, Zimbabwe 


N THE arcane world of froge, 
Martin Pickersgill is well known. | expedition to South Africa in search 
of ani apelike hominid which he says 


Pe ‘wants the money to fund an 


He even has a frog named after him 
~ Hyperolius Pickersgili Raw or j he saw as a child. 
Pickersgill's Reed Frog — an hon- 
our accorded to the discoverers of | less and living in one of the seediest 

ne species. districts of Leeds with j jars of pick- 


For thé moment he is broke, job- 


some ripples in the pond by RE A spokeswoman for the Linnaean 
a "naine the frog” auction, giving | Saciety (named after Carl Linriaeus, 
others the chance to buy into pos | the : scjentist who devised the 
°` | nomenclature system for plant and 
anim species) thought the Idea of 
ılne unidentifled frogs. So far they |. ani duction “ ‘strange" and sald: “The 
have no names, but Mr Pickersgill 
is hoping to rectify that with his auc ' vey hapby." 
ا‎ „In 100 years, when everyone 


Any answers 1 


: BR 
OW did Acflon Man get that , 
scar on his face? James 

: 0 Malley, London : 


E OFTEN henar benjlê de-. 
gacribed as “intellectuals”. Î 
„ would like to be one. Cai thls be 
achieved by reading selected  ' 
` books? If so, whieh? - سد‎ Syd Danis}. 
: Bûntwêll; Somerset : 


J OW doI E a UN" 
weapons inspêctor? i David 
Ewart, Prestolee, , Maichester 


T' IS often said that the o: 

man-made object viatble from 
space ls the Great Wall of Chitin. 
How can this be so since despite 
‘its obvious length it ia narrow?’ 1 


HE Great Wall of China cahnol 
be sëen from space, However, 
‘due to duststorms a clear line i8 
` often ‘visible from space where the 

dust meets the barrier of the Wall, 

so fie astronauts can’ see its exact 
: ` position: — Martin Tawis, Bra 


Last year he discovéred a further 


' scientific ‘establishment 


". That ls not likely to upset Mr 
has forgotten Noel. Ghllagher a ahd | Pickersgill. He is not part of any es- 


Jeffrey Archer, my frog ¥ will atil be tablishment, and, hasn't eyen a 


‘blnclrapdwhite e breeding age 
but mdst of the flock cûuld best be 
described is tortoiséshel. ° 
` Af' dusk ' we" 'reached 'Holkham, | 
i Td .hêntd' of extraordinary 
‘of plok-feet geese. Surê 
enbuah pêërhapè 10,000 were mass- 
ing ûn tie ğrazihg marshés before. 
flying to rdost. Thelt skirling قالع‎ 
became more ‘ind more êxcited aš 
ged ih to jin: them. 
Then ‘suddenly ey 
off towards the’ north, 
‘biiztard: agit thé dark] e 


r 


: E 4s f r y ee ;cahhecied by | 
CE 
elel jemgselVes 1 & bald of 


1 "gomê hundred srioW 'Bunitlngë; look 
` ihg, as they should, like’ ã flurîy of 


anowflakes, 
shingle anid E 0 bo 
e ie 


HAT dea the tobtti fairy 

do with all the 'dRildren's! 

teeth she collecta? 2 

OWING up n ' Autre اپ"‎ 
wete ‘told ‘that the tooth’ fairy 

BKEN he théri tnto ‘thé hiekvehs and 


"Hick, iid Germany’ 


1 Answêis shot be'e-maled to -' 
uardlan.cd, Uk, faxed to’ ; 
“OTA -242:0885, or pûsled.. 
iö'Thê Guardian Weekiy, 75 Farin 
don Road, Londo EON ۹ 
The Notes &Querles i 
Ritip//ne:güUardlan:co.uk/ ` 


:to fhe : 
| the! ile e already in thelr ful 


15 Qhk5 Qd8 16 Nxe6 Bxeê 17 
fxeê 0-0 18 Rg1 Bf6 19 exf7+ 
Nuun prefers 19 Bh3. Kh8 Here 
Rxf7? 20 Bh3 favours White. 

20 Nd5 g6 21 Qh3 Rxf7 22 
Nf4 2 23 Qb3 Qe6 24 B3 

25 Rgf1 Raf8 26 Ne Rf! 
27 Bxf1 RIZ 28 a4 bxa4l b4? 29 
h3 h6 30 N4 Qc8 31 Qe6 favoured 
White in Oll vy Sadler, Denmark 
1997, But we are still following the- 
ory. 

29 Qb8+ BfS 30 NxfS Qxe2+ 
31 Ka2 Nc! Relange was trust 
ingly following Oll's analysis in In- 
formator 70, which only considered 
Qb3+ 32 Qxh3 with a good endgame 
or Kg7 32 Ne6+ Kh6 33 Qb6! threat 
ening 34 Qe3+. The simple point of 
Sadler’s improvement is that 32 
7 threatening Qxh?7 mate, allows 


e Nxg6+ Kg7 33 Qc7+ RI 
34 Qb6 a5! Now there is no de- 
fence to Nb4+, 35 Resigns, So the 
game has lasted only three moves. 
The moral? 

Always be suspicious of opening 
plans based on long tactical lines ur 
proven in actual play. 


No 2514 


NOBUO GON 0w 


A challenge to your cheas de- 
tection skills by R Turnbull (The 
Probleınist 1993). This is the 
position after White's (not 
Blncls's) eighth move, Can you 
reconstruct the game s0 far? 


No 2513: 1 n7 Qxa?7 2 Rd7 Nxd73 
BU5+ RI7 4 QgÛ+ Kh8 5 Bxf7 mates 
ur wins tlıe queen. 


North 

# A83 

YAK94 

¢ AQJ765 

@ None 
وتا‎ 4 J 1062 
¥1083 ¥75 
¢ K42 # 10983 
#AQ 1062 53ھ‎ 

South . 1 

4Q975 

¥ QJ62 

¢ None 

#K9874 


play a low trump to d 8 he0. 


finds |. 
ss sinhle 


mplex line bf play 


. This com 
not found by Soul 


Chess Leonard Barden 


other diamond with the Jac, Nor 


and draw West's last trümp with he 
king. Cash the diamonds and 
by ducking £ spade tû West's 
ton king, making the last two 
with dunımy’s femainilig trunip A 
your own queen of و‎ 


derstandably, 
the e and the alam fê 


7 decisive firat prize game 
at Hastings in January was 
settled by what ls, to ordinary 
players, a frightening ttend in 
contemporary chess, namely 
opening preparation extending 
far beyond move 20. Fritz 5 and 
CheasBase make pre-game 
homework more focused (It is 
possible to suas out your oppo- 
nent’s pet ines and even play 
trial games against them) and 
they can also improve your 
memory at the board. Seeing 
your İntended opening on a 
computer screen alds recall 
better than having to refer to 
printed material while you play 
over the variation on your 
pocket saet, 

Of course it is possible to pre- 
pare well, yet come unstuck, I 
remember how, 40 years ago, I 
acquired the bulletins of the 
1958 Soviet Championship, 
then the last word in theory, by 
setting up a furtive swap with a 
frlend in Moscow, Geller bad in- 
troduced a sharp mazy novelty in 
a mainline Ruy Lopez in a sya- 
tem used by my opponent in the 
British Championship that after- 
noon. Sure enough, the moves 
followed Geller's game, mine 
rapldly and A Y Green's at hesi- 
tant intervals. But when we 
reached the critical position, 
Green found, at the board, a 
stronger move than any the GM 
had analysed. 

Modern technical facilities 
cannot prevent psychological 
naivety. Here the white player 
repeated 31 moves of a game 
where Sadler had been de- 
feated. Did Relange really have 
the bizarre belief that his oppo- 
nent would lose the same way 
again? 


E Relaınge v M Sadler 


1 e4 c5 2 Nf3 d6 3 d4 cxd4 4 
Nxd4 Nf6 5 Nc3 a6 6 Bg e6 7 
f4 Be? 8 Qf3 Qe7 9 0-0-0 Nbd7 
10 g4 b5 11 Bxf6 Nxf6 12 g45 
Nd7 13 f5 A well-known ganıbit to 
open lines. BxgÖ+ 14 Kb1 Ne§ 


at tle developments below, Take 
the North cards: 


#A83 YAK94 ¢AQJ 765 # None 


Your opponents are vulnerable, you 
are not, and after a pass from East 
and South, West opens the bidding 
with one club on your right. You 
have anı easy double, to which part- 
ner responds with two clubs — a 
cue bid, showing some values and 
some doubt about which suit is beat. 


You express your extra strength 


with a jump to three diamonds, and 
partner produces 3NT. What call do 


you make? North pressed on with a 
further cue bid of four clubs. 


When South bid four hearts, 


North simply jumped to six hearts, 
trusting that, if a diamond fifesse 
were needed, the opening biddêr 
would have the king. IH you bid like 
that, you have to play them well — 
move Into the South seat and see if 
you can find a successful .roüte to 12 
tricks on the unfriendly lead of the 
three of hearts (see table righ}, 


Aã far as I can see, the only way 


.to make this ambitious slam is, to 
‘win the opening lead with dummy’ . 
ace of hearts, then play a small die .| 
mond rand ruff it with. the queén. 

Play a spade pê thè ce, arid ruff am 


Wandering thoughts 


that “walking can provide renal 
benefits for people’s physical 
and mental well-being". 

‘The Ramblers Associatlon and 
others are not convinced that 
voluntary agreements will work 
and are disappointed that a 
legally binding right to roam 
uncultivated land has not been 
established. They suspect a fail- 
ure of nerve, The Country Land- 
owners Association, whose 
50,000 membera own 60 per 
cent of the land in Eugland and 
Wales, is up in arms, It is threat- 
ening to seek damages under the 
European Convention on 
Human Rights on the grounds 
that Its members rights are 
being abused. 

As so often happens, those 
who have moat struggle to main- 
tain thelr power over those who 
have least, We wlll see if this 
Government has the stomach 
for a fight with powerful 
landowners. We will see if rights 
can be juggled, responsibilities 
shared, duties redistributed and 
who may roam the moral high 
ground and who may not. But 
this issue is more than a conflict 
between “righta”. It ia about 
what sort of a soclety we want; 
what sort of relationship we 
have with the world we live in. 
To wander, İf we can (not if we 
may), is surely in the nature of 
oar very being, 


Bridge Zla Mahmood 


HE Premier League, Britain's 

top bridge event — which is 
used as the basis for selection of na- 
tional teams — had a more exciting 
finish than looked possible after the 
early stages. 

Paul Hackett's team of himself 
and Tony Forrester, the twins Jason 
and Justin. Hackett, and Tom 
Townsend playing with David 
Mossop, carried what looked like an 
unassailable lead into the fina! 
weekend of three matches. But 
Michelle Brnınner’s team — John 
Holand, Bil Hirst, Mike Hassett, 
John Armstrong and Danny Davies 


— put up a terrific fight, beating 


Hackett by 54 IMPs in their head-io- 
head encounter, 


` Though the greater experience of 
the Hackett team prevailed in the 
final round, this was an excellent 
performance by Michelle and her 
squad. The winning team will repre- 
sent Great Britain in the European 
Union Championships in Italy later 
this year. 


This was one of the more amus- 


lng deals from the Premier League, 
‘If you're one of those wlio believe 
that modern expert bidding will 
usually lead to the same contract 
‘being played at different tables in a 
, match, you may be 4 little surprised 


scramble through trees, climb 
up and down hills, and although 
there is a network of public 
rights of way, many of my ram- 
bles are technically trespassing. 
But nobody bas stopped me yet. 
I canı lob over a atile at the edge 
of the wood into the teeth of the 
wind and proclaim my right to 
do so. Many are not go lucky, 
Our right to roam ia only aelf 
proclaimed and denied by the 
owners of so much of this land, 

Aa I was wandering the woods, 
the Government was telling 
landowners that they will be 
forced by law to allow public ac- 
cesa to uncultivated land if they 
do not do so voluntarily. The 
pressure ia now on them to pro- 
vide freedom of access to 3,5 
million acres of mountain, moor- 
land, heath and reglstered com- 
mon land in England and Wales, 
12 per cent of the total land 
area. 

But woodland, cliffs, river- 
sides and the foreshore have not 
been included. At present peo- 
ple are only free to roam one- 
fifth of the amblguously 
designated “common” land. 
There are of course passlonate 
arguments on all sides. The 
Government recognises that 
people “want freedom to explore 
more widely” than the restricted 
footpaths that may or may not be 
open across private land, and 


STRONG breeze picks 
up and rattles the tree- 


1 AN 
7 E 4 Ka hr 
hl, 0 7 dh 0 duy pet 1 


tops. Under a sky of a 
thousand greys, with brilliant 
aunlight streaking through gaps 
in the cloud cover, the woods 
hold their own unique dramas. 
Each clatter of wings, bird-call, 
twig-snap and flitting shadow 
marka a never-to-be-repeated 
morınent, A pile of feathera ia 
forensic evidence of a sparrow 
bawk kill. Freah, scratched-up 
soil beara witneas to the hunger 
of badgers. A clump of garden 
snowberry forms an archive of 
settlements long since sucked 
Into the history of the wood. A 
black-beaked skull tells the leg- 
end of a fallen crow and its con- 
tinued descent into the earth. 

Between the trees, lawns of 
thin-bladed leaves promlae the 
spectacular bluebel] phenome: 
nan to come. Golden flowers of 


celandine and coltafoot, swaying 
hazel catkins . . . It all adds up to 


‘an affirmation of the eternal re- 
turn of spring and the spirals of 


life and death in which all beings 


spin. 


T'm lucky. I can be here, I can 


experience this. In a few min- 
utes I Can walk out of town to a 
country lane and follow it into 
these woods. Here I can roam 
woodland paths, sit by ponds, 


Quick crossword no. 409 


12 Writer (6) 
.14 Old copper — 
fruit-knife (6) 
15 Monaco town 
and casino (5,5) 
19 Plan — to ralse 
Interest {8) 
20 Prod (4) 
21 Dlsclose 
confidential 
matarlel (5,3,5) 
11 Pelt of aquatic 
Bown mammal used In 
2 Artillery (8) clothing (8} 
3 Trench — last 13 Corrupt {7) 
place to fight? 14 Go before (7) 
(5) 16 Darkness (5) 
4 Go ahead — 17 Plentiful (5) 
give someone 18 Cut — price 
money (7) bargain? (4) 
5 Abolish (5} : 
6 Plunge Into 
liquid (7) 


Across 


1 Selfless person 
of parable (4,9) 


"j 7 Aion (4) 


ARTS 27 


Pietro Manzoni’s achromes preflg- 
ure minimalism, but they are also 
distant cousins to the early work of 
Jasper Johns, and demonstrate a 
process of disengagement fram in- 
formalist, tachiste painting towards 
something more evanescent, cere- 
bral, even spiritual. Taken alongside 
his other projects (Manzoni was 
never beholden to a single medium 
or a way of working), his develop- 
nıent is nothing less than a denon- 
stration of the increasing confusion 
we've got ourselves into regarding 
art aud its objects. For Manzoni, 
this struggle with the status of ob- 
jects and ideas, with art itself, be- 
came nat so much a problem as a 


Manzoni's achromes cone clos 
esl to the ımnonochromes of Yves 
Klein, whom Manzoni met in Paris 
in 1961. He suicl to Klein: “You are 
the nonochrume blue and I a the 
ınonochrome white, we nıust work 
together." They never clicl. Yel paral: 
lels exist in their’ work, not least 1o 
tlo wit) lhe (lematerîialisation of the 
artwork, lhe disappearance of the 
object into ihe realm of the invisible 


and the iınaginatioıt. 
MVM tively dircel. I is cerebral. 

Hl is often very clegint 
and seplistieMded, and sonudinus 
very buiuutiful. Prjecls uch is his 
wish to draw a serit's of lines whos’ 
lWuglh would erpuil he Grcunler: 
eme ùf the wukl are buh 
grandiose antl surprisingly modest, 
al once futile and inspirational. hinl, 
perhaps, is As goocl a defipitiun nf 
art as any. 

Manzunî Was ù pivûlil lure in 
various artistic asl intellectual 
moveınents, anti-nıovemenls, gFUUDS 
and magazine ventures, The excite- 
ment of the growing international 
ism in Italian art and culture in the 
late 1950s and early 1960s makes 
the hype of the current London 
scene look like an insignificant blip. 
it seems that there was more at 
stake then, more chances to be 
taken, more uacharted territory. 
And ambitlons were greater too. The 
Manzoni show (until April 26) opens 
as a challenge to younger art: what, 
one might ask, is left to be dore? 


ANZONTS urt is dever 


tor of Clerks and Chasing Amy, 
Smith lent his support. Casey Af 
fleck, Ben's brother, who plays one 
of the gang, brought it to Van Sant's 
attentjon. And something about the 
finished product reassures the audi- 


dreamed it up, that it has not been 
compromised by the values and the 
process of Hollywood. 

Many individual elements of the 
film make a strong impression. Af 
fleck's ` Chuckle is generous and 
confident. Minnie Diver is a vivid 
presence as the posh, amart, Eng- 
lish undergraduate who falls in love 
with Will and helps to determine his 
destiny. And there is always some 
thing to look at in the contrast be- 
tween the colourful clutter of the 
working-class district and the mani- 
cured lawns.of academe. The canr 
era of Jean-Yves Escoffier prowls 
stealthily behind the heads of peo- 
ple in bars and studies, taking to the 
air for a brief but magical nighttime 
view of Boston, with Fenway Park 


The only reason I can imagine for 
not giving Good WI Hunting the 
maximum recommendation iS a dis- 
‘reputable onê, to do with it being 
„uncool to ehdorse something so vir- | : 
. tuous, .But thls is a fllm with a real 'Î; 
soul-and dgaod heart to go with its 


‘Î poem, a kind of conversation. 


„ence that the story has stayed true 
‘to the vision of the people who 


'Î feodlit for ã baseball game: 


Matt Darion takes .the lead, and | intelligenicèê and energy. How often 
the credit, in Good Will Hundng | can you say that? : ٤ 


. . Piero Manzonl signing his living art in Milan, 1961 


flecurale the space. Ther are other, 
beller reasons fur lhe Serpentine 1e 
show a young haliau artist who dicu 
prematurely in his studio iı Milan il 
1903. at the age of 20, an artist 
whose mature output if we canı call 
il thal) spans a period of about 
SVN YAS. 

Sometimes au early cleatl can be 
a gootl career nıove for an arlist; in 
Mauzoni's case it was siınply tragic. 
He had an inquiring, darkly witty inı- 
telligence. He also designated peo- 
ple as artworks (the receipt stubs in 
the vitrine are for certificates ac- 
crediling them as such). Manzoni 
once signed Umberto Eco's wrist 
with indelible ink, rendering hin a 
living art work. The young thinker 
didn't wash his arm for weeks. The 
ink wore off, but Manzoni's aura 
never did. 


reasons for going to war with a 
country like Iraq, containing more 
sense than anything to be read in 
the leader columns, and better 
Jokes. 2 

The whole film has this unspoilt 


quality. I don't think I'm imagining a 


sense of integrity that is rooted in 


the writing and which seems to 
have lourished in a co-operative set- 
ting. It was Affleck who helped 
Damon, a childhood friend, turn the 
story into a screenplay, and who 
showed it to Kevin Smith, thè direc- 


Body of art . 


Base materialily, magic and inti 
mıations uf spirilualily cu-exisl in 
Manzoni's work. His work is rarthy, 
robust, and fundamentally Cathulit. 
It canı also be genuinely funny. 

Persunally, I think the Manzoni 
shaw is greal, and a clever show 
wilh which lo reopen the Serpen- 
ıine. Apart frum anything else, the 
offwhites uf Manzoni's achrones 
conıplemeni the perfect sheen of 
the freshly rollered new walls. With 
their delicately cast shadows, the 
achromes provide a perfect oppor- 
tunily to show off the subtleties of 
the state-of-the-art lighting system. 
They don't compete with elegant 
skylights and double-glazed french 
windows, nor does his work mess 
up the space with some kind of ar- 
chitecturally challenging “interven- 
tion". But Manzoni does more than 


off-white, but 
never off-colour 


opened its doors to the public last 
week after an 18&-month refit. 

Manzoni's achromes cover the 
walls. Other frames contain furry 
hanks of glass fibre, great florid fun- 
fur gouts of it, like explosions in a 
beard factory. Some other sorry 
things stand around in vitrines — 
receipt stubs, perished, shrivelled- 
up red balloons which were inflated 
with the artist's breath, and broken 
eggs stamped with Manzoni's inky 
thumb-prinl The eggs are ihe 
residue of what amounted to an 
early performance piece: Manzoni 
signed hardboiled eggs with his fin- 
gerprint, then invited the audience 
to eat them. Il was a slow thal 
lasted less than an hour. 

There are some plinths on {he 
floor. One turns you into a living 
sculplure if you stand on il (prefig- 
uring the living sculplures of 
Gitbert and George by a decacle), 
while another, late 1961, is, ac- 
cording 10 the artist, lhe plinth on 
which the world rests. The inverterl 
lettering on the base reads Sucle du 
Moule (base of the world), aud is 
dedicated to Galileo. And here, 1o 
vay it all, is Manzoni's piece de r 
sistance, the notorious lille tins 
containing the artist's own shit, 
canned Iresh and neally labelled 
"Merda d'artista", and price-pegged 
against the exchange rale of gold. 

This last work is liable to turn 
some critics blue in tle (ace. The 
public, on the other hand, i» largely 
more inquisitive and more gener- 
ous, You can read the potted poo in 
several ways. Nowadays we might 
see it as a dispirited, glumly ironic 
joke on art as a commodity (why, 
these days you can even can your 
faeces and call it art , . . ), but it 
might also be seen as a Midas-like 
play on transubstantiation (artists 
turn anything, even their excess, 
into art), or as a game about artistic 
secrets (does the tin contain what it 
says it does? It does). 


ART 
Adrlan Searle 


canvases are a more or 
1 less uniform offwhite, A 
dense, greyish, sepulclıral 
chinaclay white. The canvas has 
been rucked and folded aud acci- 
dentally pleated, the puckers and 
creases glued and sealed-up with 
some kind of dried-up, off-white 
substance that flattens out the shad- 
o» and draws you up close. Less 
ike artist's pigment than grouting, 
raked poultice or gruel, the kaolin 
and glue with which Piero Manzoni 
soaked his canvases fills the folcls of 
he material, Some are stitched or 
overlaid patchworks, similarly 
xoaked and dried, while other's, the 
carliesl, are nore like walls, Sone 
urê pebbledashed with gravel and 
Tile whitened stones, or moon- 
waped with an acıe of little poly- 
yene balls. Manzoni called tliese 
wurks achromes: they are not sı 
much monoclıromes as no chromes 
u all. They are barely painlinus. 
They are mute. They say nuthing. 
This, you might say, was chic, 
Italian art in about 


jİ 0, but hardly tbe kind of thing 
! one would expect for the relaunch 


‘how of the rebuilt, remodelled Ser- 
fitine Gallery in London, which 


With the best Will in the world 


down arrogant Harvard boys and 
impress their girls, or picking an idi- 
atic fight with an old school enemy 
and landing himself with an assault 
charge. As part of a deal with the 
authorities, Lambeau promises to 
enlist psychiatric help. After the top- 
dollar shrinks get nowhere, he 
turns to an old college room-mate, 


Sean McGuire (Robin Willianıs),', 


who takes time out from his humble 
‘community-college duties to gstab- 
.lish a rapport with the boy. 


„ The remainder of the film is, Î 
‘closely-argued examination of the | 


nature of failure and success. Is the 
ambitious,. womanising, prize-win- 


ning Lambeau a success? Is the unr. . 


deraçhievjng McGuire a failure? 
The real queatlon,. posed by Lam 
beat and by Çhuckig (Ben Affleck), 
Will's best friend, is whether the 
possesslon of a talent comeş with 
the obligation to use. .. 

Willianıs and Škarsgard play off 
each other beautifully, the former 
with, a perfectly-modıtlated perfor’ 


mance that is all the stronger for ita 


restraint. Bıuıt Damon is unquestion- 
ably the star. He can brood without 
seeming brain-dead, and he. pro- 
‘duces the fireworks İn several rivet 
‘ting monologues. The best of them 
;ls a rapid-fire breakdown of the real 


Matt Damon first wrote Good 
Will Hunting in the form of a short 
story, aS part of a .creative-writing 
project. It’s the tale of a young man 
from a disadvantaged background 
who turns out to be a genius, Wil 
Hunting is an orphan, a victim of, 
childhood abuse. Now he’s part of a 
gang of shiftless boys who live in 
South Boston, a poor Irish district, 
where they go to work on construc 
tion sites and in auto repair shops, , 
drink in blue-collar bars, work ouf, 
watch sports, tell dirty jokes, eat 
junk food and get into fights. 

Will airéady has a criminal | 
record: violence, car theft. Thanks 
to his parole officer, he’s working a8 
a janitor at the Massachusetts Insti 
tute of Technology. But his brain i8 . 
wired up in a paftern., çf its own. He || 
has a:photographic memory, and 
the analytical gift to go witlı it: 
When maths professor Gerald Lanr . 
beau (Stellan Skarsgard) chalks up 
a problem and gives his class the 
rest of the term to solve it, Will layê 
down his squeegee and completes it | 
‘overnight. When he oes it again, 
Lambeau tracks him down. . 

But WII isn't interested iû being 
saved. Something Inside him reslsts . 
it, He's. happier riding „round with , 
his gang, using his ability to shut , 
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reclibilily unclumayeel 


Isa Men dl 
sine il hi 
» ule 
erba whl oli wed 
e. Dar 
Mt line di 
wi | . om u br lair 
ebes ed es mrovi r 
ME ÎS e o Madon 
dls, 1 Hesin qualny tl! 
1 ah o urmiye rnb male 
iy e besl of her iingeroved Lut still ° 
limite voi, She's nuthin less 
Ilim lelicious wı "Tu Hive andl Nol 
tw Holl", which is rwndered by ils 
delicate beats ancl jusl-perceptihle 
bells Ihe prettiest mek. “Lille | 
Str", cleclicatel 1a her offspring, iS 
just uuderstaleel enough not l0 
mike you relvh. 

‘Ihe slowanetior qualily to mos 
tracks ınnkes the few upfemju OCS 
feel inlrusive. The litle number and | +: 
“skin”, wliiclı fiirly wlıirl you roui | j 
lhe dance Maar, ure probably nece | 
sary lo keep you from nodding off 1 


elles o1 


. rll N 


ouaness have left her 


and large, lhe girl's clone well, on 4 | : 
record that will become one of her | | 
benchmarks. | 
د‎ 


but they jar none the less. Bul DY) ! | 


Madonna: Ray Of Light (WEA) 
;| A STOLSTOY might have sald 
js new lo | | f Pal he been born in Holly- 

reciated joke. He is new ® A n 
a andl your jaw just drops when 1 h fad a etary later, it's hard 
you know that. This is a first movie, All angle for a feelgood 
bitof natural acting, with double dS | unhap la a ms Bec to he 
tinction in sleepy-eyed mumbling: violence, a e spair, 
He is rejected by the country ke hele ovm Rip ey write 
a foreign boly, Which be is. hê| J different Û Ee each of them 
says to his unrelenting father-İnla™, through ا‎ tale 0 redemption 
“Would this all be ا‎ | is much the E er hand, 
Cngli با‎ icy i NT 
oa yol knot” And, aout the oi tf Of originality, just 
eee E | E 
ا‎ Dy tuontes? Walt lhe g00 fin by YY he credits elit 
ttuation?” ۴ Nol iı . It isn't. 
Berry ata’ ished that a fe Û | | vay, gual auteur sense, any- 
his fatherlrrlaw’s unfavourite Cond Wil Hj o tainly directed 
are Paddy Ashdown, the Ramble Û | tively loo, bur ming, and very effec- 
Association and beards, he 1o detecl the almost impossible 
to accept a 220,000 brihe to go, Am tnd hu leki inluence ofthe 
the Rambler. As Û | hoy, ٤ 

ti R200 0 e J Deme enê | | | De Qom Private Idaho and To 
£10000. to the Beard Museum i | j ng inka ® Pecause the. control 
Leeds. E E Se, and Y, belongs to someone 
My eyes mifiéd over thik, | FÎ recaggige î Was wise enough 
the innocent joy af the Beard M Û | i may seem, n Improbable as 
seum, I think that weê, YY an belongs to tec in ques- 
pleted oven. jis ; leke, to the hunk whe plays 


ا 1 


Shr been nlying Ue hiabhiikuit 
sane Hinduism, mud Riy OM lil i 
e oh o Sha e coll. lr 
risi, e itl ell ate 
1 SI e he e Ee i brt Pile : 
SD E 1e lores Hee Ite, 
ibis become Filtetiral € 
One nls sarelns for sude 

bodily  ippelites ir hese 


ul 


hotties lu hither consciotsness. 
Em comoneorgaren ove sungpn 


s “Ihe Vower of Goolbye" ind 
"lu Have ml Nat lu Hold" ire 
phraswl with a tlelicale rlisresgirel 
Tor Ihe things hil used la keep her’ 
BUN. 

‘The preduniitant moucl in cjuust- 
ug, quizeical, tull of a new uuther's 
ddonılion antl a grown woman's Wisi- 
com, She eve, on “Shanli/Ash- 
tangi", has a Kula Shaker nomeul, 
singing entirely in Sanskrit. (One 
hesitnles lo knuck such u henrtfell 
gesture, but Westerners alwnys 
sound s30 earnest when (hey (ry to (lo 
Eastern. Never ınind that it's a prelly 
goocl (lilty, full of musky layers uf 
druns aııd bells, I blame the baby.) 

But her smartest move was call- 
ing in Englisl ambient pioneer 
William Orbit to produce. Madonna 
no longer sets pop trends, but she 


pay for his pleasures he poisoned 
his wife, his mother-in-law and sev- 
eral of his infant children. As York- 
shire’s publicity entertainingly puts 
it: “He went just that bit too far.” 
This tale of overkill is written by 
Glen Chandler, best kiown for his 
Grand Guignol scripts for Taggart. 
(When Mr Bladon, a creditor, is 
death-rattling his last, Palmer leans 
over and asks him for a hot tip for 
the Oaks.) 

How Do Yoüu Want Me? (BBC2), 
by Simon Nye, is delightful and un- 
expectedly topical too. A townie mar- 
ries a turkey farmer's daughter and 
goes to live in the country. It's not 
the past that’s a forelgn country, It's 
the country that's a foreign country. 
They do things differently there, In 


. Somerset once 1 saw a sheep hold- 
‘ing a ‘dustbin lid while another 


sheep butted it, I understand it's a 
traditional country sport. 

„ Dylan Moran, who plays the 
townie, is an award-winning stand- 
up toric, hence his gorgeous deliv- 
ery ûf an interminable, dily and 


1 i 
So, nice lo find the charisui in j 


pncans to a higher vunsci 


e 0 


1 i 
„. Madonna' 


Mother lave . . 


From material to ethereal 


NEW RELEASE 


Caroline Sulllvan 
HIS is lg ier 
Madon sil ix: be v at ri 


1 her new single ou lhe trl 


vised National Lolltery driv itl 


wake up the next morning itl | 


credibilily undamaged, Een Il 
Lottery's worklelass tackiness rim 
sully her. 


working order, but can xhe' otill 
make (lecent records? Well, yı. I 
was clear after the sexventricity ul 
the last studio LPs, Erotiva aııd Beıl- 
time Stories, that the next woulcl 
have to be markedly different — 
and Ray Of Light is. 

She's done what superstars al ù 
crossroaÛs flo — found religion. As 
the most famous Catholic in show- 
biz she already had it, but the birth 
of her dauglter awakened, she 
claims, deeper spiritual needs, “Ob- 
viously, that was a big catalyst for 
me. It took me on a search for an- 
swers to questions Ûd never asked 
myself before. What was I going to 
say to my daughter about what's 
really important in life?" 


Television is bad for your health 


medicine and recommended, on a 
viewer's suggestion, cranberry juice 
tor cystitis, E.coli hates It, and lm 
not surprised. 

There was a nıischievous report 
that, if you are passionate abouıt fine 
food, there is a 5 per cent chance 
you are brain damaged, This has no 
possible relevance to any name tat 
springs inmediately lo mind. 

Next week, one for the lads: how 
to look after your tackle. Let me 
guess: always wipe it with an oily 
rag before you put it away? 

Dr William Palmer is notorious as 
The Rugeley Poisoner, which is 
rough on Rugeley. It is an unusual 
setting for a period drama and well 


recreated here, The middle of Eng- 
land .. . the middle class . . . the 
middle öf the century. 


Palmer, played with a nice light 
touch by Keith Allen, was born a 
Georgian, so horses, wenching, 
drink and debt came naturally. To 


for desire 


of a wuıutan who desperately wants, 
yet is alsû lerrified of, love. Serena 
Evans as ler ditzy chum, Steven 
Pacuy as the hairy Scotsman, and 
Barry McCarthy as the postman 
who yearns, all too literally, to get 
into Barbara's knickers also give inı- 
peccable performances in Ayck- 
bourn's own procluction. This 
memarably bruising comedy is a 
Private Lives for the nineties. 

Lyn Gardner adds: The Jesuits 
say that a chikl that conıes to be ed- 
ucalerl with Uıem before the age of 
seven wil] be theirs far TIife, But it is 
parents, particularly mothers, wlio 
have the prior claim in Canadian Jur 
dilh Tlıomıpson's remarkable, nervy 
play 1 Am Yours, itt Louclon's Royal 
Court Upstliirs, about madness ancl 
motherhood, sibliug rivalry and 
childhood memory, lt is a drama to 
şeml ı shiver up your spine: long, 
dense, ılifficult anu full of relation- 
ships in which love proves as dam- 
aging ax lack ıfaffection. 

Far’ Dee ancl lier sister Mercy — 
always the less buighl, less beauti- 
ful, less favoured cliild — the key (o 
dn emwional prison has been lost in 
the unpevilied evenls uf ad dis 
bul clilelhoud duel a guilleridden 
reluicrsliip with their mulher. 

Now grown up ut fevttrii, 
Ili’ ele of û breakrlown, bee [ails 
oven lu recnguisy her sisler wlwn 
she urns up unxpeclerlly, Perhaps 
i i xemething (O do wilh te faul 
Win le i embarrassed lo have 
been Soul VINE tt ext ene 
Ctuder wilh he fuitor, Tulane, a 
curtain loser. Lee's ensuing prey 
uy prtvipilales it crisis în which 
tes ol love ancl loyally fron he past 
bind like A oust: in hu present. 

Whit makes Ihis ply xu special 
is bol jusl its emolinnal claring, butt 
ils iid. slippery structure, in which 
le cunsvious aud unvotusciuus 
exist xitle by sile, characters shar'e 
dreams, ind ubjecls and words be 
cume recurring symbols of chill 
hoacl [ears that have been carried 
over into adulthood, with clamaging 
conseducnces. 

“Thonipson's writing can slab your 
heart and make you laugh out loul 
at the same time. In an exccillent 
cast I shall long treasııre the grim 
comedy of Kerry Fox's blousy, 
needy Mercy confiding that she 
wished for a brain tuntour for her 
birthday in the vain hope of becom- 
ing the centre of attention, It is an 
image that, like the play itself, is at 
once shocking, funny and true. 


sity, his finger leaving a fetching 
dimple, he named the guilty party. It 
ig televigion. “Watching TV intently 
is about as close as most of us get to 
death, metabolically speaking. Tem- 
perature and pulse rate botlı fall. An 
American study showed that you 
burn 13 per cent fewer calories 
watching TV than staring at a blank 
wall.” (Yes, well, that is American 
‘TV, of course.) 

“Abandon”, he urged, “the re- 
mote control, Walking to the telly 
and back to change channels adds 
up to three miles a year.” 

Trust Me, Tm A Doctor, now in 
ifs second series, is a useful, cheer- 
ful, skimming-along show, The seri- 
ous stuff was a new vaccine 
treatment for melanoma. The princi- 
ple is to rouse the body’s own im- 
mune system to rally and repel 
boarders, and the success rate is 
50:50. ٠ 
He is not sniffy about alternative 


26 ARTS 
Three tiers 


THEATRE 


Michael Billington 

F ONLY. mused Grnham Greene 
/ in The Quiet American, it were 

possible ta love without injury. 
Alan Ayckbourn's Things We Do 
For Love at London's Gielgud the- 
atte exposes the vartity of that hope. 
Lave, il inıplics, invariably involves 
cruclty, pain and huıniliation, The 
extraordinary (hing is that Ayck- 
buuru, in his own besl play ûf the 
decade, harelles a pulentiuuily tragic 
Wem wit i rueful cont xest. 

As so ofln, Ayckbourn extencls 
lis range bolh thenuticaly and 
physically. The spll-level action 
takes pltce iu 1 Ludun Itoltsu «(li- 
vided into rev Hats (exceHeul sel 
by Rugur Glossop). In lhe main area 
is Barbara: 4 precise. solitary 4k 
veal unreqtitedly 4levoled to 
ıusce boss. Renting the 
her old school chum 
Nikki, who bis emerged Hom dt vio- 
lint nrrriagv to live with ù gentle 
emg Scutlish aceanographer, 
Himish. Al, ir Ihe basement, is 


ptman‘hnlyman Gilbert, fur 
who li s nn object of xil 
IMANY, 

Like hu st, he lion Cxins un 


mulMiple lr 


ls. On Ayukbunı 
sfeSIS love is a bopulensly vnsliv- 
ii ban: both Nikki md Gilbert 
dois te lesiccifel Larbira, jum 
i e LG aS debded inulin 
bet bı heartless bus, bil, un 
ler level, Ayu kbuur ipl 
Han real lye invulyes debasemet 
aud degiadin. The esl Cons 
when Barbara arl Hatnish div? int 
bh ch other and ilil u- 
jl pxuin, quile literally, ct 
Ihemselyes anıl others. 
Ayckbour's virtue is that he tells 


* Û tbe unflincbiny truth. His precious 


gilt is fur making his points through 
luughler' and action: life in (he up 
Slairs fal is bizartely cut olf al kneu- 
level, iis in iı Bresson movie, while 
downstairs fhe oppressed Gilbert is 
always helplessly horizontal, 
Ayckbourn also creates a devas- 
lating characler in Barbara, whom 
Jane Asher, in the performance of 
her life, endows wills a fierce anger 
betokening an unclaimed sensual. 
ity. Asked by Hamish why she 
objects so strenuously to vegetari- 
anism, she replies “It just sort of 
generally irritates me” with a comi- 
cally disproportionate vehemence; 
yet Aslıer also suggests the pathos 


TELEVISION 
Nancy Banks-Smlth 


T WAS a good joke to show 

Trust Me, I'm a Doctor 
(BBC2) and The Life and Crimes 
Of William Palmer (ITV) on the 
same night. 

As Sherlock Holmes pointed out, 
the best murderers are doctors, 
They have the nerve, the know- 
ledge and — though Holmes forgot 
to mention this — a very eerie 
sense of humour. 

For instance, I remember Dr Phil 
Harnımond and Dr Tony Gardner 
{who called themselves Struck Off 
And Die) seeing in the New Year 
fron a hospital. As the cuştomary 
New Year baby was taking its time, 
, they gave us a tour of the morgue, Î 
resf my little black bag. ,  - 
`. Phil’ Hammond. presents. Trust 
(Herm A quehiag on obe- 
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Ireland as God's own melting OO | eur scacceis ain | cai us hev ccarofo 


failure into triumph, and this relent- | tanism, he continues to see the place 


lessly upbeat version of a nation in | as somehow unique, just like the oll 
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